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Drgan of political and public opinion in the Georgian language with English resumes
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Drgan of political and public opinion in the Georgian language with English resumes

) FROM THE EDITORS

We here begin the publication of our printed
organ. We are entering upon this project with
faith that we will write accurately, objective-
ly and independently. We will elucidate Georg-
ian life and political events so that the public
may begin to take our voice, too, into political
consideration.

Our journal is so far mimeographed, and not
set in type; but this is the first organ in the
United States to be published in the Georgian
language. We are of course archaic in using this
form of printing, the more so since we live in
the twentieth century and in America, with its
highly developed technical civilization. But — in
hope for a better future — we must be contented
for now with mimeographing.

We recall the distant past in our own count-
ry, when typography did not exist in Georgia.
But we had a literature, and what a literature!
Scribes actually copied out books by candlelight.
They copied the Gospel, the Bible, the history
of Georgia.

It was not until the eighteenth century that
the Georgian ruler Vakhtang VI founded in 1709

-the first printing establishment. But even then,

along with the printing press, the art of calli-
graphy continued its business for many long
years. We remember the fate of the Georgian
press in nineteenth centlry, when Georgian pat-
riots spared themselves no expense of energy for
the good of their culture. Was it not difficult
then to publish newspapers, books, textbooks in
their native language?

And even in this century many social workers
had to turn to the mimeograph. This is why
Georgian society has no need to be ashamed of
means by which our journal is published. We
look toward the future with cheerfulness.

A world mission has been placed on the Unit-
ed States. The government of this nation is ful-
filling its duty in international politics with ho-
nor. The United States has acquired allies and

- friends.

The international situation and ‘devotion to
their native land place on Georgians living in
this country responsibilities of their own.

-It is very important exactly here, in this-

country, to inform public opinion accurately

about the Georgian question. In this sense, the
Georgian emigration has shown activity, insigit,
and flexibility. We must now have unity and
social discipline. .

Here and there and everywhere it is easier
to advise and give orders than to do something
directly. Many people speak fair, but undertake
very little in practical way. We must strengthen
our words with deeds. Unfortunately, the Georg-
ians living in the United States have not been
able to raise the Georgian question to a suffi-
ciently high level.

There is a Georgian section of the Voice of
America, but it is under a government depart-
ment and fulfills its directives. The Georgians
are only called by the government department
for participation in the Voice of America. Georg-
ian emigrants who have been in the United
States a long time have not shown the proper
activeness in putting the Georgian question be-
fore this country. Why? Up to 1948 there were
few Georgians in the United States. And still
fewer of these showed interest in social-political
life. On April 1-2 1926, Vasily Dumbadze made
a motion in Congress about the national rights
of Georgia, but Congress took no decisive action.
And the matter ended there.

About 1931 a Georgian colony was founded
in the United States, but it did not take an active
part in political life, limiting itself to
mutual aid and to cultural problems.

With the year 1948 the picture shanges.
Around 200-300 Georgian DP’s came to this
country. A large part of these arrivals were in-
te\rested in social and political life.

Many came to the shores of America with a
special feeling: they brought with them great
energy, enthusiasm, the desire to work, and
experience. e

However, ignorance of the language and the
new conditions of life slowed dawn thefunification
of Georgian.emigrants.Only at the end of 1952 was
the Amerisan'Counsil for Independent Georgia

_formed. This Council does not pretend to the full

and single right to be the only specialist on the
Georgian question, but rather wishes to solve the
problem in the most objective way possible. :
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EDITORIAL

Todny everyone sees clearly and feels that
mankind ls immediately approaching those great
phenomena which change the existing world at
Ity very basis and place it on a new foundation.

Each of us lived through two such pre-
vious phenomena and the consequences resulting
from them. Each knows well that the force of
the third such storm will many times surpass the
force of the previous ones taken together.

Every nation and government is convulsively
gathering together all its forces and preparing
itself with concentration fQr the encounter in
the terrible future. Like all others, so the Georg-
fan people cannot fence itself off from this future.
Therefore every Georgian must do everything
he can for the security and rescue of his native
land.

Georgia itself is sybjugated and the possi-
bilities of opposition to her enemy are limited on
all sides. Therefore everything that is not within
the power of Georgia herself must be done by
her people in emigration.

A task arising from this stands before the
Georgian emigration: to meet the coming events
with a united and firmly solid front.

What practical means exist teday for the
unification of the whole Georgian political emi-
gration?

There is only one path: the union of all the
responsible old political parties and their leaders.
The united parties must rely on the sovereign

laws of Georgia and on her legal government
which is in emigration. There is no present ob-
stackle to the existence of this union, since there
is no divergence in the aspiration toward this
aim. This appears to be the aim of the whole
Georgian emigration:

a) Full national freedom and the establish-
ment of an independent government;

b) A close and firm co-existence of all Cau-
casian peoples in some political form acceptable
to all of them;

c) A close collaboration with all the peop-
les subiugated by Bolshevism.

Union in the battle for the liberation of
Georgia from Bolshevism — this is the holy aim
of our aspiration.

The Georgian emigration must use to the
full the judicial rights og Georgia and found an
inter-party organ which will rest on the legal
government of Georgia, the emigree government.

Only such an organ can carry forward this
mater in any real fashion and put the Georgian
question on the necessary level.

American Council for independent Georgia,
as parrt of the whole Georgian emigration, consi-
ders its duty to be in the ranks of the fighters for
the liberation of Georgia from Bolshevism.

And this is our path!

(* Translations made with deletions.)

What Happened On May 7, 19207!

May 26, 1918 The Georgian Democratic Re-
public was declared as Independent State. On
this day The Georgian National Council, during
its plenary sitting, declared as follows:

. FOR SEVERAL CENTURIES GEORGIA
EXISTED AS A FREE AND INDEPENDENT
STATE.

At he end of the eighteenth century Geor-
gia voluntarily allied herself with Russia, with
the stipulation that the latter should protect
her from enemies without.

In the course of the great Russian revolution
conditions arose which resulted in the disorgani-
zation of the entire military front and the aban-

donment of Transcaucasia by the Russian Army.

Thus, left to her own devices, Georgia, and
with her all Transcaucasia, took into their hands
the direction of their affairs creating the neces-
sary organs for this purpose; but under pressure
from exterior forces the links which united Trans-
caucasian nationalities were broken and the po-
litical unity of Transcaucasia was thus dissolved.

The present position of the Georgian people
makes it imperatively necessary that Georgia
should create a political organization of her own
in order that she may escape from the yoke of
her enemies and lay a solid foundation for her
free development.

Accordingly the Georgian National Council,
elected by the National Assembly of Georgia on
November 22 (December 5th) 1917, declares:

1. IN FUTURE THE GEORGIAN PEOPLE
WILL HOLD SOVEREIGN POWER AND GEOR-
GIA WILL BE A STATE ENJOYING ALL THE
RIGHTS OF A FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATE.

2. Independent Georgia’s FORM of political
organization will be a DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC.

3. In the event of international conflict Ge-
orgia will always remain NEUTRAL.

4. The Georgian Democratic Republic will
apply itself to establishing FRIENDLY RELA-
TIONS WITH ALL NATIONS, and especially with
neighboring nationalities and states.

5. The Democratic Georgian Republic offers
to all inhabitants of her territory a wide field
for free development.

6. The Democratic Georgian Republic gua-
rantees to all citizens within her territory -civil
and political rights, without distinction of na-
tionality, religion, social position or sex.

7. Until the convccation of the constituent
assembly the National Council, with the addition
of representatives of the minorities and the pro-
visional government responsible to the National
Council, is at the head of all Georgian admini-
stration.”

On the 12th of March 1919, the constituent
assembly of Georgia confirmed the preceding
act in the following terms:

“At its first meeting of the 12th of March
1919, the CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF GE-
ORGIA, elected by citizens of both sexes, accord-
ing to the direct, equal, universal, secret, and
proportional electoral sytem, PROCLAIMS BE-
FORE THE WORLD AND HISTORY THAT IT
FULLY CONFIRMS AND APPROVES THE ACT
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF GEORGIA, DE-
CLARED AT TIFLIS BU THE GEORGIAN NA-
TIONAL COUNCIL, MAY 26, 1918

Many of states of the world recognized de

jure her independence Great Britain, Bel-

gium ,France, Italy, Japan, Germany, Turkey,
Poland, Argentina, etc.).

Red Russia recognized the independence of
Georgia too, and concluded with her a treaty,
signed in Moscow on May 7, 1920.

Here is extract from the treaty concluded
hetween the Democratic Republic of Georgia and
the Socialist Federative Saviet Republic of Rus-
sia:*

“The Democratic Republic of Georgia and
the Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic
animated by a common desire to establich stable
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and peaceful relations between the two coun-
tries, in order to assure the well-being of the
populations of the respective countries, have,
for that purpose, decided to conclude a special
treaty, and have appointed as plenipotentiaries:

The Government of the Democratic Repub-
lic of Georgia, Mr. Gregoire Ouratadze
and the Government of the Russian Socialist
Soviet Republic, Mr. Leon Mikhailovitch Kara-
khan, Assistant Commissar of foreign affairs;
who after communicating to each other their
full powers, found to be in due and proper form,
have agreed upon the following articles:

ARTICLE I

BASED ON THE RIGHT PROCLAIMED BY THE
RUSSIAN SOCIALIST FEDERATED SOVIET
REPUBLIC OF ALL PEOPLES TO FULLY DIS-
POSE OF THEMSELVES TO THE EXTENT OF
AND INCLUDING TOTAL WITHDRAWAL FROAMs
THE STATE OF WHICH THEY FORM A PART,
RUSSIA RECOGNIZES WITHOUT RESERVA-
TIONS THE INDEPENDENCE AND THE SOVE-
REIGNTY OF THE GEORGIAN STATE, AND
VOLUNTARILY RENOUNCES ALL SOVEREIGN
RESPECT TO THE GEORGIAN PEOPLE AND
TERRITORY.

ARTICLE II

BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES PROCLAIMED IN

THE FOREGOING ARTICLE I, RUSSIA AGREES

TO RENOUNCE ALL INTERVENTION IN THE
INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF GEORGIA.

Thus, Georgian Democratic Republic had
begun diplomatic and commercial relations with
the entire world. “Her only desire was to continue
to work in peace to rebuild the country on a na-
tional and democratic basis. However, on Febru-
ary 11, 1921, with no diplomatic preliminaries
and without any declaration of war, the Soviet
Russian Army aided by the Turks invaded Geor-
gia and, after bitter fighting, which lasted about
six weeks, occupied the country,

IT WAS THE SECOND TIME WITHIN A
CENTURY THAT RUSSIA HAD ABOLISHED
GEORGIAN INDEPENDENCE IN SPITE OF FOR-
MAL TREATIES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNT-
RIES. (See C. Kandelaki’s book: , The Georgian

*The original text of the Treaty of May 7,
1920, (in Russian) is included in the Collection
of the Treaties, Agreements and Conventions
concluded by the Russian Socialist Soviet Fe-
derative Republic with the Foreign Powers, vol.
I, 1921.
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Question before the Free World”. P. 13.. Paris
1953).

The first treaty between Russia and Geor-
gia was signed July 24, 1783, between the Em-
press Catherine II of Russia and King of Geor-
gia Irakly II.

,In accordance with treaty (C. Kan-
delaki says) Georgia placed herself under the
protection of Russia (Art. 1-4). Russia, in turn,
promised to consider the inhabitants of Georgia
as being “in close alliance with the Empire” and
“to help them against enemies from the outside”,
Russia “promise to maintain in perpetuity, on
the throne of Karthlia and of Kakhethia, the
Tsar Irakly*, son of Theimourase, and his heirs
and descendents; promises not to intervene with
the internal affairs of the country, to take no
part in executive power concerning the internal
government, or in justice or imposition of taxes”
(Art. 6). But, continues Mr. C. Kandelaki, a few
years later, on September 12, 1801, the Emperor
Alexander I of Russia, denounced, unilaterally,
the commitments made by Russia and proclaim-
ed Georgia an integral part of the Empire, sub-
jecting her in a general way to Russian admini-
stration. As for Western Georgia, it was also
annexed by force, one part of the country after
another, during the following half-century.”
(See C. Kandelaki’s book ,Georgian Question
before the Free World, p. 8-9,” full text of the
Treaty of 1873, see p. 173-179.)

What Happened Thirty
Years Ago

It is just thirty years since the day when
Georgian patriots displayed new heroisra for the
fatherland! On May 15, 1923, the Bolshevik occu-
pying power arrested fifteen Georgians, among
whon)y the majority were leading public and
army figures — as for example K. Abkhazi,
General V. Tsulukidze, General A. Andronika-
shvili, Colonel Khimshashvili, Colonel R. Mus-
khelishvili, Colonel E. Gulisashvili and others.
They were accused of membership in a comini-
ttee for the liberation of Georgia and of pre-
paring for an uprising. These leading army
people were members of a military group, di-
rectly attached to a committee for the libera-

*Tsar Irakly II was King of Eatern Georgia
(Karthlia and Kakhethia). Western Georgia was
under separate sovereign,

tion of Georgia. They organized a rebellion in
1922 which suffered defeat in an unequal battle.

After the defeat, the Bolsheviks were able
to arrest the mpost important leaders of the
uprising, and among them members of the army
group. The occupying powers proposed handing
over members of the army group to the Revo-
lutionary court for seentence, but fear of ex-
citing the new people forced them to decide
their fate in the cellars of the GPU.

A special commision of the GPU was appoin-
ted. The well-known butcher Pankratov was as
chairman; he was the chairman of the special
Caucasian division. Mogilevsky — chairman of
the Transcaucasian Cheka, the Chekist Ashukiii;
a member of an army council of the occupying
army — Ordzhonokidze; Mamia Orakhelashvil:;
the chairman of the Cheka of Georgia-Kvanta-
lini, and others.

The affair was carried on, as always, outside
the presence of the accused. All fifteen were
sentenced to be shot. The sentence was to be
carried out on the twentieth of May. Their intre-
pidity and courage at death surprised even the
bloody butchers. Here is how a fellow prisoner
who had accurate reports from a man present
at the shooting describes the last moments of
these national heroes. The prisoner’s account is
taken from the newspaper Moambe, issued abro-
ad in 1923.

Some of the human sacrifices were so des-
perately ill that the administration of the
Cheka kept them in the hospital. When
they led the ill Colonel Gulisashvili from
the hospital to the Cheka, one of the Che-
Kists sitting there ironically asked: ,,Do you
know for sure where you're going and what
they’re taking you away for?” Gulisashvili
replied, ,, I know that I am going to die
for Georgia”. A day before the shooting
they took (Colonel Khimshiashvili to the
Cheka. He knew very well what awaited
him, but not for a moment did he lose his
spiritual balance. On parting from his frie-
nds he said, ,,The are leading me to slaugh-
ter, but I know that the end of our enemy
also will come”.

Almost all the prisoners were terribly
tortured. One of them, 'the veterinarian
Kutateladze, could not bear the torture and
went out of his mind. This did not stop the
butchers. They, dragged the crazed man
from the hospital. Niko Zanbukeli was ill
with typhus and had a temperature of 42..
He was unconscious and was taken on a
stretcher to the Cheka.

The bloody evening came in the Trans-
caucasian Cheka, They led the prisoners

by pairs into a special room where the
butchers await them: Pankratov, Ashukin,
and Kvantalini. The leader of the Zac-
Cheka, Mogilevsky, came last. The death
sentence was read. A heavy silence lasted
for la minute. Cglonel Khimshiashvili
broke this silence first. He said loudly:
,We know why you are killing us; yuo als3d
know well that we are not gangsters. The
time will come when St. George will de-
mand an answer. Hail Georgia!” After Khi-
mishashvili, the grey-haired General Tsulu-
kidze turned to the executioners: ,,You do
not frighten us with death! Our death is a
pledge for the liberation of Georgia. It will
strengthen the nagion and multiply her
fighters a thousand times”.

Tsulukidze’s calm made a great impre-
ssion on Pankratov and he said to him:
,You are dying heroically. Do you want to
send some word to your people?” ,Tell them
that we died as Georgian patriots should”,
answered Tsulukidze.

Then Abkhazi: ,I die with joy because
I have become worthy of bringing myself as
a sacrifice on the altar of the fatherland.
Our death will yield still another victory to
Georgia”. Colonel Magavaryani: ,We do
not intend to pity you, and we expect ino
pity from you. That would be offensive to
us”. Andronikashvili: ,,We see by your faces
that you are surprised at our courage. Per-
haps you thought hat Georgians were all

\'

such men (he points at Kvantalini) — Fear

us, for hatred for you grows in thousands

of hearts”. Colonel Chrdileli: ,,Go and
tell everyone how Georgians die for their
native land”.

Then the Chekists began to bind the
arms and legs of the arrested men; the cid
man Tsulukidze resisted them and shouted.
,»,YOou are cowards; don’t tie up our arms
and legs; we are in your hands, but we are
not slaves”.

It was in vain. They tied them up and
threw them in a truck and took them to
the place of execution. Mounted troops on
both sides of the truck went with thein;
Pankratov rode ahead in an aufomobile.
On the way Abkhazi and Chrdileli succezs-
ded in untying Khimshiashvili’s arms and
legs. He fell on the commandant Vikenfiv
snatched his pistol from him and swiftly
jumped out of the truck. The revolver went
off in the jump, and they opened fire on
him. He fell wounded. Two Chekists, Amirov
and Abazov came up and Kkilled him. They
threw his dead body into a common grave.
Then they shot the others”.

So did these Georgian patriots perish for
the liberation of their land from the Bolshevik
occupying powers. Their names will be eternally
deathless. Georgia will never forget them. And
when she is free she will erect a deathless monu-
ment to them!

Glory to the sons of the fatherland!



STALIN AND BERIA

1953 became an historic year. On the [ifth
of March, 1953, the dictator Stalin-Dzugashvili
died. In June of the same year the star ot the se-
cond great butcher and blood-drinker set, the
chief of the secret police of the Soviet Union,
Lavrenti Beria.

Both were Georgian by nationality. Just as
in the whole Red empire they became famous for
the annihilation of ten million people, so in their
own native Georgia, they became famous for the
destruction of the national culture many cenbtu-
ries old and the Christian traditions of this land.

It is terrible when a subjugated land falls
under a foreign power and this power is exercised
by an all-powerful master. The conquered people
feels its offense and seeks a way out; it desires to
{ree itself from the chains, and struggle ensues,
now active, now passive. Yes, it is terrible to be
subjugated by a foreign people, but it is still more
offensive for a nation when a son of the congue-
red people is at the head of the usurping nation
— a renegade and traitor. In such a cause the
subjugated people falls into the terribly tragic
pesition in which two traitorous sons of Georgia
__Stalin and Beria— threw her. The Russian
Lenin recognized the independence of Georgia on
May 7, 1920, but the renegade Dzhugashvili (Sta-
lin) incited Lenin to conquer this small democra-
tic republic with the help of the Red hordes in a
bloody six-week campaign.

Then Stalin was more ambitious to become
dictator and therefore awaited with impatience
the death of Lenin, who had fallen ill.

The young Georgian republic was not very
strong, and Stalin thirsted to master it and pre-
sent it to the Kremlin. He feared that if he did
not hand Georgia over to Red Russia, his dicta-
torship never would become solid, and he, as a
Georgian, would not have full confidence from
the Ruscians. With this in view, he conquered
Georgia and subdued the Kremlin. After this Sta-
lin could boldly annouce: ,I have full right to be
at the head of the Red Empire, since I handed
over to you as a gift my own fatherland”.

The English press at that time accurately
evaluated Stalin’s action: ,Stalin put himself in
a good position by means of the subjugation of
Georgia, and gained the heped-for pass to receive
from the Russians their full confidence”.

But the freedom — loving Georgian people
did not grant heir son a smile. On the contrary,

all through his life, if one does not take into
account the few fanatically inclined Georgian
Communists, who were made slaves of the Krem-
iin.

It will not be superfluous to recall here a
little epicode. Stalin assured Lenin when he was
ill that the Georgian people wanted Bolshevismn
and were expecting aid from Red Russia. Ot
course all this had nothing to do with facts. But
Stalin succeeded with the aid of his usual craft-
iness in convincing Lenin of the rightness of his
words, and beyond this to hope that the change
of power to the advantage of the Bolsheviks
raight be accomplished without a war and in
general without bloodshed. Believing him, Lenin
sent the Red Army into Georgia intending to give
,,aid”. But the Georgians did not wish to give up
their independence to the enemy without shed-
ding blood and they sent their small army
against the numberless Red hordes. Stalin didn’t

expect so much stormy opposition and as a re-

sult hot very nervous. With intense attentien he
followed army movements in Georgia. He took
every possible measure to prevent news of the
war from reaching Lenin’s ears. Lenin actually
knew nothing. He only asked several times: What
is the situation in Georgia? Stalin succeeded
even then in hiding from Lenin the real truth!
When the Red Army took Tiflis, after several
bloody attacks, Stalin forgot what he was hiding
from Lenin, flew into his office and exclaimed:
,, Vladimir Il’ich, Tiflis is taken”. The amazed Le-
nin, instead of answering, asked: ,Does this
mean there was a war?” Stalin laughed at this
cynically, grimacing. How cynical Stalin’s beha-
vior was later became known to the whole world.

After the subjugation of Georgia, she rose
three times in three years againsst the occupying
powers. And all three times the Bolshewiks
cruelly suppressed the rebellions. In August, 1924,
there was a big uprising. The whole nation, with
arms in hand, set forth against the dictator
Stalin, but suffered defeat in view of the huge
army advanced by the Bolsheviks. With the defeat
of Georgia over, Stalin sent a second butcher —
Lavrenti Beria, who with the help of his Chekists
shot fifteen thousand of the best Georgians
within a few days.

Inviev of thefactithat debauchofithe Che-
kists did not come to a stop, Avel’ Enukidze went to
Stalin and asked him to send a directive about
putting a stop to the murders. Stalin paid no

he received nothing but hatred from his people attention to this address, but on the contrary

began to encourage Beria to continue the execu-
tion of the unsubdued Georgian people, not ad-
mitting his domination and dictatorship. Drunken
with blood, Beria fufxfilled with the greatest
accuracy the directives of his master and cruelly
satisfied himself with Geohgian patriots. Then
Lew Trotsky turned to Stalin and pronounced
a great protest: ,,Do you wish to exterminate the
entire Georgian people?” Only afiter this did Stalin
begin to soften his anger. He ordered those who
remained among the living and those who had
fallen into the hands of the authorities to be
sent to Baikal forever. Stalin’s cruelty surprised
even Lev Trotsky, who was considered a propa-
gator of terrorism in Red Russia. And he, not a
Georgian, felt sorry for the defenseless and de-
feated Georgian people. Yet Stalin brought this
misfortune on his own people in cold blood.

One characteristic of the nature of the re-
negade, among many others, appears to be that
the renegade intensely hates his own people,
does not trust them, and continually tries to pu-
1iish them somehow and to conquer them. Besides
this, the renegade tries, by Percecuting his own
people, to win the heart of the group which he
has joined. With what slavish psychology and
evil hatred was Stalin filled toward the Georgians!
He could not endure the heroic opposition nf the
Georgians, who were indifferent to the fact that
a Georgian was at the head of the Red empire.
On the contrary, the Georgians called this fact
their misfortune and shame. Stalin saw and felt
this clearly. Therefor his hatred for his native
people went deeper and his anger became more
complex. The best Georgians were brought as
sacrifices by the thousands.

Conquerors came often to the Georgian pe-
ople; they were many times subjugated by enemy
liordes, but they never bowed their heads before
them and they did not become slaves.

In Georgia once ruled the Romans, the Per-
sians, the Greeks, Arabs, the Seljuks, and after-
ward the Mongols, and again the Persians and
Turks, and finally Tsarist Russia. Georgia lived
through these conquerors; her physical existence
remained the same; she preserved pure her ng-
tional spirit and traditions and brrought them
down to new ages fresh, healthy, full of energy,
talent, and pover, thirsting for life and inspired
with the love for freedom.

The old conquerors could not crush the Ge-
orgian people spiritually. They could not pick
out the roots the steadfastness of the Georgian
nations and destroy these roots. But what the
old conquerors were not able to accomplish, a
Georgian could do. Stalin, like the Georgian he
was, by intuition and a sixth sense understood
where the living roots of the Georgian nation
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were concealed, where the secret bases of Ge-
orgian firmness and tenacity lay. It was to these
that he dealt the sharp Scythian axe. He struck
at those places which had gone untouched for
centuries at the hands of famed conquerors, and
therefore Georgia yielded up many sacrifices and
if she nevertheless remained whole and strong, it
was only because Stalin’s right hand grew a little
tired from the blows with the axe at the strong
roots of the Georgian nation, the axe itself grew
dull and so the major veins of the roots were saved
after all! Stalin knew where he had to strike the
Georgian people, but he did not know that the
roots of the Georgian nation were so strong!

Beria is not worth talking about. He was the
slavish executor of his master’s orders and when
the latter died, he himself perished in the sea
of the blood of his innocent victims.

Stalin and Beria did Georgia and her people
still another special injury. The Georgian people,
as a nation of ancient culture, as a chivalrous na-
tion, distinguished for its hospitality, benefited
from the respect and love of its near and distant
neighbors. Even her historic enemies respected her,
knowing the good sides of this small but courage-
cus nation. Georgia’s glory had reached so high a
point when the two terrible butchers Stalin and
Beria appeared on the historical scene. Their evil-
doing scattered the glorious name of the Geor-
gians and made enemies of their neighbors, inclu-
ding the Russian people themselves, who up till
this time had been relatively tolerant and res-
pdck¥ul toward the Georgians. Public Gpinion
involuntarily became thoughtful and created un-
rleasant doubts about the Georgians, doubts waich
had not existed before.

Of course to thinking people all was clear;
they knew that the Georgian nation was not at all
as pictured here — they knew that the Georgians,
together with other Caucasians and UKkrainians
were the best fighters against Bolshevism. But in
general the mass of people were so fed up with
Stalin’s mastery that hatred of him brushed over
to the Georgian people as well. Georgians have a
good saying: ,,He could do nothing with the horse,
and in vexation began to beat the saddle”. The
helpless people could do nothing with Stalin, and
solaced themsleves by abusive talk about the Geor-
gians. This tendency is psychologically under-
standable. But the circumstance nevertheless abu-
udantly witnesses how deeply her terrible renegade
son offended the Georgian nation.

And now Stalin is not among the living and
cne must suppose that Beria will dicappear as well.

The Georgians who suffered from Stalin’s
dictatorship and who well knew how Stalin was
injuring Georgia, could not help rejoicing at the
disappearance of these two tyrants. If the yoke cf
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ihe IKremlin nevertheless still weighs heavily on
the Cleorglan  people and if they still are not
freed from 1t, nevertheless they feel morally be-
Ller, slnce o Georgian stands no more at the
hend of world tyranny. Hostility twoard the Geor-
plang, left behind after Stalin, will continue by
Inertin for some time, yet, probably, but when a
IItle more time passes, the Soviet people and
the whole West will see clearly that the core of
ovil 1s Communism, Marxism — and this source
has not disappeared, not the Stalins and Berias,
no matter from what national surroundings they
cemerged.

We want to say a few words in conclusion.

Stalin, although he was a negative pheno-
menon in world history, was filled with great
energy and ambition. In his youth he did not
have the current national education, since Marxist
(raining seized him and drew him in a completely
different direction. He received this Marxist edu-
cation at the age when a man is seeking ideals.
Since Stalin was extraordinarily ambitious and
proud, he took the negative ideal of Marxism as
real and began to work for its realization with the
same tenacity that his forefathers struggled for
the defense of their native land. Stalin maintained
the Georgian tenacity in battle to his last moment,
Now Stalin is gone. This circumstance in itself
will blast Communism early and late, and un-

dermine it. His successor Malenkov cannot com-
pare with his teacher and he never will turn
into a Stalin. We will hope that the death oi
Stalin will in this way foster the destruction
of Communism. But we cannot give ourselves
up to unconcern and await the ruin of the Soviet
Union without Stalin. One must not forget that
Malenkov is Stalin’'s choice, and he would not
have chosen one who would shorten the longevity
of his mausoleum. Therefore we must not turn
careless and we must battle with Communism as
if Lenin and Stalin were alive. It is our holy
duty to battle with Communism, since whoever
does not battle with it strengthens it; he in one
way or another puts up with the Communist
evil and therby strengthens its existence.

In general, we allow neutrality, non-interven-
tion, but not in reference to communism. Today
two paths do not exist.

Either Communism or freedom!

The world must organize itself along these
lines: fighters for freedom or Communists.

The more we try morely to tame the wounded
bear, the less advantagerus for the free world.
There is only one way to tame the Communisé
bear: — the death of Communism!

Dr. G. A. KOBACHIPSE

Kerenski’s Formula For Self-Determination

In an address to the American Council for
Independent Georgla, Mr. I.J. Goldman, a distin-

guished jurist and economist gave on August 16,
1953 an analysls of Kerenskl’s recent program
on national problem In the future Russia. Con-
fining his observations exclusively to the possible
legal and technical consequences of the program
he comes to the following conclusion:

Kerenskl's anouncement — all nation in
the USSR have the right of self-determinaticn
Including separation — is meaningless and cre-
ates no obligation at all to promote, admit and
recognize the self-determination. Mr. Kerenski
attaches to his declaration two conditions, which
postpone the reallsation of national self-deter-
mination for Indefinite time and probably for
good, namely: the consideration of national pro-
blems may take place only after the whole te-
reitory of the Russian Empire is liberated, and
It shoud be a new free expression of peoples’ will
Lo self-determination. It means that as long as

the bolshevists are not overthrown in the intire
USSR and if they gain power on a small spot
somewhere for instance on Kamchatka or on the
Chinese Border, any discussion about the self-
determination in the Ukraine, or in Georgia or
elswhere is technically out of question. The
same goes also for the required new will expre-
ssion of liberated nations who have to wait for
an orded to vote, no matter how long it has to
be — one year, five years or twenty. But what
will happen in the meantime?

The answer is clear — the peoples of USSR
will be governed by the provisional Government
of the centralized indivisible Government of Ru-
ssia. If this Governement will be liberal enough
it will nominate some representatives of the na-
tionalities to govern, however, by authority of
the Russian souverain, and not by authority of
the liberated nation. If the nation (no matter
which) will be satisfied with this kind of Govern-
ment it will not be necessary to call her later

to vote for self-determination. But if not, if it
will come to an open conflict between the na-
tional patriots and the governing body of the
»indivisible Russian power”, what then?

Legally such a conflict must be regarded
as disobeyance against the law and by growing
as insurrection, mutiny, civil war. And here is
the nucleus of Kerenski’s self-determination for-
mula: no other power or the UN can interfere in
such a situation. The liberated oppressed peorles
can not appeal to the World for help as long as
they are not independent, but parts of the great
Empire. Any help from outside can be regarded
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Georgia (on the Black Sea) is little known
in this country. Here and there it is mentioned
in the press only as the native land of Stalin
and Beria. But Staiin and Beria are exponents
of bolshevism — of godless hatred for humanity
and freedom — and not of the Georgian peocple,
who consider both as national renegades.

Georgia is an old nation. The famous ex-
plorer F. Nansen described the Georgians as a
nation with the most splendid qualities. They
adopted Christianity probably as early as the
First Century and proclaimed it as the Religion
of State in the Fourth Century. It has been an
independent nation for many centuries with a
high western culture, and with a deep sense of
freedom.

During its long history Georgia was united
with Russia only forcibly and that was in the
XIXth Century, and it regained its Independen-
ce in 1917.

A few years later its territory was invaded
by the Russian Red Army, despite previous
formal recognition of Georgia’s Independence
by Moscow’s Dictators.

*)

This review was written especially for our jour-
nal by I. Goldman and was appended to C. Kande-
laki’s book distributed by us, ,The Georgian
Question Before the Free World”. Tthis article
was written especially for the American reader.
If the reader wishes to receive a copy of the

aforementioned book, please apply to the editor
A .

of our journal.
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according to the charter of the UN, as interfe-
rence in internal affairs of a Souverain, which
is forbidden by Charter. Even the Declaration of
Human Rights of the UN, can not be applied in
these conditions: it concerns only the colonial
peoples, which the peoples of the USSR techni-
cally are not. This problem was recently discu-
ssed by the influential ,Foreign Affairs” (July
1953) which asked the simple question — why
should the oppressed peoples of USSR not have
at least the same Sympathy as the colonial peo-
pies of other Empires?

R A PH-Y?

The Georgian people are not of Slavic origin
and the Georgian language has no resemblance
to Russian, or any other Slavic language. Geor-
gian history has never been connected with the
history of the Russian people. The first actual
rapprochement to the Russians at the end of
the XVIIIth Century was caused by the immi-
nent menace from the non-Christian neighbors
and motivated by the confidence in the Christian
faith of the Russians. The Russian Emperor
broke the confidence and subjugated the coun-
try, but never the people.

The Georgian people have never accepted
the conqueror. The spirit of national freedom
remained unbroken during the Imperial occu-
pation. And when after the period of political
Renaissance the Red agressor overran and occu-
pied the country the Georgian people continued
its fight for Independence.

However the external fight was transfer‘red
abroad. The legal representatives of the Georgian
people, now in exile, did not cease to fight for
Georgia’s freedom from the time of occupation.
Day by day through various peaceful means —
in press, lectures in international organizations,
conferences — they are trying to explain to the
free World the Georgian question and its signi-
ficance as a typical example of Soviet-Russian
uncamouflaged aggression.

The book of C. Kandelaki is an excellent
report of this problem, the first comprehensive
report in the English language. It is an appeal
to the American people for understanding and
help.

Not only this. It is a persuasive warning
for all who care for freedom and reject commu-
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nism. It recollects the bitter experiences of inter- tion of bolshevist ressi i ) i
m. I : - agression will undoubtedly find
nlz]itmnal neglect of Georgia and the preference in this book many inspirations and suggestions
shown to the USSR by the League of Nations, for their activity to secure freedom in the World.
L > Author of the Book, Mr. Constantine Kande-
ug;:hanged Kremhq pohqy .of .agression, it remi- laki, economist and highly respected Georgian
nds us of the terrible similarity of the present Statesman, former Minister of Finance in the

. National Government of Georgia, is living now
The students of International Affairs and in France, in exile. . .

it refreshes in our memory the origin of still

situation concerning Korea, Red China, the U.N

especially those who are concerned with proven-

e e

1.J. Goldman
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