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E. GUEGUECHKORI 
EVGUENI GuEGUECHKORI, one of 

the Founders and the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Georgian 
Republic, died in Paris last June. 
His passing is a great loss not only to 
Georgia and Caucasia, but to all free 
and freedom-loving men. All his life 
Gueguechkori was a tireless fighter for 
the rights of men and for friendship 
among nations based on justice and 
understanding and not on force and 
domination of one by another. 

Evgueni Gueguechkori was born in 
Salhino, Western Georgia, in 1882. 
He received his primary and second­
ary education in the college for the 
sons of Georgian nobility in Kutaisi, 
finishing with great distinction, and 
then went to Russia where he studied 
law at the University of Moscow. 
Even in his student days he made his 
mark, not only among his fellow 
students, but in the wider circles of 
university and intellectual life in Mos­
cow. A born orator, with a brilliant 
mind, a distinguished appearance, and 
charm of manner, he attracted people 
and made them respect and like him. 

After obtaining his degree at the 
university he returned to Georgia and 
started in law practice in Kutaisi. 
Although very young, he soon became 
one of the best known lawyers in 

Georgia. It was during this period 
that he began to take an interest in 
politics and shortly became an active 
member of the Social-Democratic 
Party. This was the time of the split 
in the Russian Social-Democratic 
Party which ended in a definite break­
up and the formation of two separate 
parties: the Bolsheviks, or extremists, 
and the Mensheviks, or moderates. 
Gueguechkori used all his intellect, 
energy and ability in order to prevent 
Stalin and other Bolsheviks from 
gaining influence over the Georgian 
working masses. The fact that Stalin 
did not succeed in Georgia (until he 
conquered it with Red Russian bayo­
nets many years later) was due 
directly to the efforts of only a few 
men, among them the mortal foe of 
Bolshevism-Evgueni Gueguechkori. 

In 1907, when he was only twenty­
five, Gueguechkori was elected to the 
third Russian Douma (Parliament). 
This gave him an opportunity to use 
his great talents as an orator and soon 
he became one of the best known and 
respected members of the Parliament 
and one of the leaders of the Opposi­
tion. It is enough to look through the 
Georgian, Russian, German, French, 
and English newspapers of the period 
to see what great popularity this bril-
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liant young man enjoyed in the liberal 
and progressive circles of all Europe. 
He became best known for his im­
placable opposition to capital punish­
ment and for his defense of the rights 
of individuals, freedom of speech and 
press, trade unions and an eight­
hour working day. 

After the 1917 Revolution in Russia 
he played a leading role in the politi­
cal life of Caucasia. He presided over 
the Transcaucasian Federation, but 
after Georgia proclaimed herself in­
dependent, Gueguechkori became the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
new Republic. As such, it was his job 
to normalize Georgia's diplomatic re­
lations with the outside world. Russia 
was then still engaged in a bitter civil 
war; Turkey had ambitions and pre­
tensions towards some parts of Cauca­
sian territory; Europe was busy with 
the problems created by the defeat of 
Germany and the break-up of the 
Austrian Empire. The two leading 
powers in Europe, Great Britain and 
France, had no time to study and 
deal with the Georgian and Caucasian 
questions. They had many pressing 
matters to attend to, much more im­
portant to them. 

But Gueguechkori was not one to 
lose heart and courage or to be stopped 
by difficulties. He was not satisfied 
with the sending of delegations and 
diplomatic notes. He went himself. To 
establish good-neighborly relations 
with White Russia he even went to 
see General Denikin, the leader of all 
the White Russians fighting against 
the Bolsheviks. He went to Turkey, 
Italy, France, England. And every­
where by diplomatic talk, memoranda, 
notes, public appearances and the 
press, he defended the right of his 
country, Georgia, to an independent 
existence. 

And he succeeded. The men who 
were then deciding the fate of the 
world recognized the rights of the 
Georgian nation. In January 1921, 
Aristide Briand, the ;Minister of For­
eign Affairs of the French Republic, 
informed Gueguechkori that the Su-
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preme Allied Council consisting of 
Great Britain, France, Belgium, Italy 
and Japan, had decided to recognize 
de jure the Georgian Republic. 

"It was the happiest day of my 
life," Gueguechkori used to say in 
later days. And it easy to believe that 
it was so. The recognition of Georgia 
was a victory for his nation and also a 
personal victory for Gueguechkori. 

After the occupation of Georgia by 
Russia's Red Army, Gueguechkori 
together with all the other members of 
the Georgian Government went into 
exile in Europe. The last act of the 
Georgian National Parliament was an 
order to the Government to leave the 
country and to continue the fight for 
the restoration of Georgian indepen­
dence. 

Gueguechkori settled in Paris and 
for the next thirty-three years, until 
the day of his death, he continued the 
fight for the freedom and liberty of 
his country. Wherever and whenever 
an international conference or a meet­
ing dealing with the question of the 
Soviet Union was held, Gueguechkori 
was there, whether it was in Geneva, 
Paris, London, Brussels or anywhere 
else. His deep and correct analysis of 
communism and his intelligent ap­
praisal of the Soviet policy always 
made a great impression on all his 
listeners and it was because of him 
that on many occasions international 
meetings and organizations condemned 
communism and the actions of the 
Soviet Government. 

Among the Georgian emigration 
Gueguechkori was liked probably 
more than any other Georgian leader. 
He tried not to take any part in the 
political differences which naturally 
enough exist among the Georgians in 
exile. He was a friend of every Geor­
gian, everybody was welcome in his 
home, and he tried to advise and help 
all those who came to him with their 
troubles. All Georgians and Georgian 
political organizations, no matter what 
their political views, had the greatest 
respect for his intellect, ability and 
integrity. 
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Evgueni Gueguechkori was a fighter 
for freedom, for the rights of men and 
nations and a convinced and implac­
able foe of every dictatorship and 
very tyranny. He was a fighter for 

a free, independent, democratic Geor­
gia, but at the same time he defended 
wit~ all his IJ?ight the right of every 
nat10n to an mdependent life. 

This is why, as we said at the be­
ginning, the passing of Evgueni Gue­
guechkori is a great loss not only to 
his country but to all those who value 
the fight for freedom. 

A MEMORIAL SERVICE was held in 
the Greek Cathedral of New 
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York and the Georgian Association in 
the U.S.A. arranged a public meeting 
which was held at the Hotel Roose­
velt. The meeting was attended . by 
many Georgians as well as by the 
representatives of friendly nations. 
Mr. Leo Doumbadze spoke on behalf 
of the Association and the meet­
ing was also addressed by Mr. A. 
Tsomaia, Mr. I. N anouashvili and 
several others. The well known journ­
alist and writer, Mr. Eugene Lyons, 
who represented Vice-Admiral Leslie 
Stevens, spoke on behalf of the Ameri­
can Committee for Liberation from 
Bolshevism. 

"T R A D E W I T H C A N N I B A L S" 
by ALEXANDER TSOMAIA 

JnE RussIAN REVOLUTION broke 
out towards the end of the first 

orld War. The party of Lenin took 
ov ~. the power in Russia, legalized 
political terror, and the specit1lly 
c-r ated secret police-the dreaded 
Trheka-set about executing hun­
clr ds of thousands of innocent men 
tmd women. Among the political op-
11onents of the Bolsheviks writers 
industrialists, traders, priests of~ 
fi_rers, professors, doctors, t~chni­
r1nns, workers, and peasants-not 
nn class or group of society es­
<'11ped, and the soil of Russia was 
dr nched in blood. Fooled at first 
hy Lenin's promises, the Russian: 
111•ople soon found themselves fac­
ing a terrible reality-no freedom, 
no land, no peace, and no bread. 
I i!'lappointed, hungry and oppressed 
millions could have taken up arms 
•1iwin and overthrown Lenin as they 
hn<l overthrown Kerenski before him. 
But for this they needed help from 
1 lic• outside. Moral support alone 
would have been sufficient. Instead, 
d,•l(rnding, cruel, and cynical words 
w •r heard-"We trade with can-

nibals, don't we? Why should we 
not trade with Moscow?" Such were 
the wo:ds of. J?avid Lloyd George, 
then Prime Mimster of Great Britain. 

In those days England set the tone. 
England led and the European coun­
tries followed. The acknowledged 
leader of the victorious coalition in 
the first World War was Lloyd 
George. His was the greatest au­
thority; his words were listened to. 
If he was prepared to trade with 
Moscow, so we e the others. F.rom 
t~at time onward, ideological, poli­
tical, moral, and religious interests 
gave way to commercial ones. 

Thus began the moral decadence 
of Europe. European countries were 
falling over each other and pushing 
each other out of the way in order 
to get there first and make friends 
with Moscow. Lenin's government 
was accepted as legal; money poured 
in in the form of loans. The Ger­
man General Staff and the officers 
of the Reichswehr built up the Red 
Army; European capital and Euro­
pean engineers created the Soviet 
war industry. Europe revived, armed, 
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and strengthened the Communist re­
gime of Moscow. 

The results of this mad, short­
sighted policy were soon apparent. 
Moscow became a mortal danger to 
Europe and to the whole free world. 
The Soviet Socialist Republic of Rus­
sia, that is to say ethnic Russia, be­
came a colossal empire stretching 
from the Behring Strait to the River 
Elbe. Revolutions, riots, civil wars, 
sabotage, espionage, subversive ac­
tivities, open aggression, and the con­
stant threat of another war-all 
these are direct results of this funda­
mentally wrong policy. Italian Fas­
cism and German N aziism, which 
brought Europe to the verge of total 
destruction, were a natural reaction 
to the danger of Russian com­
munism. Perverted, evil, pathological 
even, but a reaction nevertheless. We 
must seek the roots of World War II 
in Moscow and the evil principle of 
"trade with cannibals." Apparently 
the English and French view was 
that anything is permissible if it 
serves the interests of their countries. 
But surely, besides the commercial 
interests of a country there are also 
international morals and ethics, with­
out which a man is no better than an 
animal who thinks only of his own 
interests. Political, military, or trade 
agreements with the Government of 
the Kremlin, with this gang which 
denies God and morality, which has 
no scruples and whose hands are 
red with the blood of millions of 
innocents, are a denial of all spiritual 
and moral bases on which our Chris­
tian civilization was built. 

The trip to Moscow and Peiping 
which Attlee, Bevan, and other Eng­
lish Socialists undertook is a con­
tinuation along the road which 
brought Europe to its present chaos 
and impotence. It is difficult to be­
lieve that there are still people who 
do not understand, that "trade with­
cannibals" can profit only the can­
nibals. But there is something else 
besides trade which attracts the 
Socialists to Moscow. For them the 
USSR is the country of marxism, 
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the country where their own doc­
trine has been victorious. For all 
Socialists, no matter how much they 
differ on some points, Moscow is 
THE spiritual home. 

Commercial interests and ideology 
-these are what attract European 
leaders to Moscow. And if political 
leaders are to be judged by their 
achievements, we must say that, 
since the Russian Revolution, the 
European leaders have not shown 
much acumen, intelligence, or far­
sightedness. 

Not so long ago, at Geneva, we 
had another example of what re­
sults are being brought about by· 
European weakness and the policy 
of putting local interests before those 
of humanity as a whole. There we 
saw a strong, united, active and ar­
rogant communistic block and, 
against it, divided, uncertain and 
weakened Europe. We have heard 
it said that giving half of Viet-Nam 
and fourteen million human beings 
to communism was not a capitula.:: 
tion, but a compromise! This ob­
viously is a question of how one looks 
at things, but even accepting that 
it was a compromise, it is more than 
doubtful whether it will bring peace 
to humanity. Everyone agrees today 
that the Munich agreement of 1938 
made the second World War a cer­
tainty. Whether the Geneva "com­
promise" will have a similar result, 
of course we can not say. But one 
thi'ng :is quite -certain-it has 
strengthened the Communist world. 

We see an entirely different stand 
in the U.S.A. 

The policy of the U.S.A. is totally 
different from the short-sighted and 
egoistical policy of other nations. 
The U.S.A. foresaw the possibility 
of the Communist danger and put 
the defense of Western culture and 
the ideals of humanity before its 
economic interests. There is no doubt 
that the loss of Russian, Chinese, 
and East European markets was and 
is a serious matter for the American 
economy. There is also no doubt that 
had the U.S.A. chosen to "trade 
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with cannibals" she could easily have 
captured these markets. No one 
could have competed there with the 
quantity and quality of American 
products. But it is obvious that this 
c?untry is activated by higher prin­
ciples. The Marshall Plan, stabiliza­
tion of the Euro~ean economy, £~e 
program of techmcal and economw 
assistance to the under-developed 
countries, aid to Greece and Turkey, 
NATO, the defense of Korea, the 
Southeast Asia collective security 
system-all these and many other 
facts clearly show that in this 
c_ountry Christian morality and the 
rights of men and nations are not 
just empty words. Look at the map. 
Who can doubt that the U.S.A. could 
easily have taken all the countries 
neighboring her. The conquest of 
Central America would have caused 
fewer deaths than occur every week­
end on American roads. But the 
U.S.A. foreign policy is based and 
relies on freely concluded treaties 
a~d agreements and not on military 
might. In this it radically differs 
from all the great powers. The U.S.A. 
was born out of a fight for freedom 
for the rights of men and nations; 
and this fact has laid a lasting mark 
on its conceptions of statemanship 
and international morality. Today 
the U.S.A. is the only great power in 
the world which does not want colo­
nies and does not covet territories of 
others. And it is also the only power 
which uses its forces for the defense 
of international justice and inter­
national freedom. 

' 
The danger of communism and 

the. ab~oh_1te necessity of fighting 
agamst it 1s better understood in the 
U.S.A. than, in the countries much 
nearer to the Soviet Union India or 
France, for example. This 

1

is proved 
on one h~nd by the outlawing of the 
C~m~umst Party in the U.S.A., thus 
bn~1p1;1,g to an end its subversive 
activities, and by the failure of the 
Brussels Conference and the rejection 
of t_he E.D.C. pact by the French 
National Assembly, on the other. 

This is the reality of today. And 
becall!Se of this reality the U.S.A. 
has become the source 'of hope for 
a~l those who fight against cornmu­
msm. For the last 33 years in the 
torefront of theni has been and still 
is Georgi_a. It is the only country in 
the Soviet Union which on three 
sepa;r?,te occasions staged a national 
uprising against Moscow. And the 
fact t~at lately the oppression has 
been . intensified there proves that 
the fight of Georgians for liberty 
an_d national independence is still 
gomg on. 

We have always been and still 
are s~rong supporters of this fight. 
Georgia and the other Caucasian na­
tion~ :Will be faithful to their glorious 
trad1t10ns and will follow the U.S.A. 
in its fight against communism.. 

Whether Washington will under­
stand that these small nations are 
her faithful allies and whether these 
valiant people will get the aid which 
they so richly deserve only the fu-
ture will tell. ' 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE BILL 
OF PARTICULARS 

BY AKAKI TCHENKELI 

Former Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Georgia for Europe 

THERE ARE MANY items on the long 
list of inhumanities perpetrated 

by the Russian Government wh'ich 
are even now scarcely known in the 
West. Among them is the liquidation 
of the Chechen-Ingush Republic and 
the fate of its people. 

The Chechens and the Ingushes, 
scarcely differing from each other as 
to dialect, constitute one people who 
for countless centuries inhabited the 
northern slopes of the Caucasus 
Mountains. 

At the end of June and the begin­
ning of July 1946, the press of nearly 
all countries carried news of a Ukase 
(Decree) of the Supreme Council of 
the USSR dated June 25th, concern­
ing the liquidation of the Chechen­
Ingush Autonomous Soviet Socialist 
Republic and the banishment of all 
its inhabitants, more than half a 
million souls, "to other regions" of 
the boundless USSR. The Ukase dared 
not name these "regions." although it 
is not difficult to guess that they were 
somewhere in far-distant Siberia, 
poles away from the home of these 
hapless ones in the "Flaming Cau­
casus," as a Russian poet has called it. 

As far back as the summer of 1945 
there had been rumors that it was 
the Kremlin's intention to denude of 
its local population that part of the 
Northern Caucasus which Hitler's 
divisions had invaded, and to settle 
this population in the North. How­
ever, the opening of the Potsdam Con­
ference, and also the imminence of 
the first UNO meetings in London­
to which rumors might penetrate and 
so arouse universal indignation-in 
part delayed the carrying out of these 
barbarous measures. 

In part must be underlined, for the 
Kalmuck Republic, for example, com­
pletely disappeared from the face of 
the earth after the relief of Stalin­
grad while the war was still on. 
Immediately the war was over, the 
task of liquidating two other auto­
nomous regions of the Northern Cau­
casus-the Kabardine-Balkhar and 
Karachai regions-was commenced, 
but then temporarily suspended, for 
reasons of discretion. 

However, when the prestige of the 
USSR was no longer menaced and it 
could afford to be brash, the Kremlin 
officially issued the Ukase against 
the Chechen-Ingush and also a second, 
of the same date, liquidating the Cri­
mean Autonomous Republic and scat­
tering its Tatar population over the 
unknown tundras of Siberia. 

It should be noted that formerly 
the Kremlin had made no distinction 
either as regards the race or the reli­
gion of its persecuted subjects. It is 
almost incalculable how many scores 
-even hundreds of thousands of 
peaceful folk and their families-have 
been exiled by the Kremlin from the 
Ukraine, White Russia, and from 
Great Russia itself, for the sole reason 
that they had been earning a crust of 
bread in Soviet State farms (Sov­
khozy) under the direct management 
of agents of the German occupation 
forces. A thin pretext, indeed. 

In this particular instance, when 
speaking of the Crimean Tatars and 
the Caucasian Chechen-Ingushes, the 
Kremlin seemed to have been identify­
ing the former with the latter l The 
Russian newspapers, commenting on 
the Ukase, described the Chehen­
Ingushes as a warrior people of "Tur-
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co-Tatar" origin, and of the "Moham­
medan" faith. 

It is indisputable that these people 
are both Mohammedans and warriors 
but were not the masters in the Krem~ 
lin aware that the Chechen-Ingushes 
have no connection with the "Turco­
Tatars," either in race, language, or 
type? • 

It is well known that at the time 
when the question of the Dardanelles 
was to the fore, the Kremlin had to 
resort to this subterfuge in order to 
justify the forcible banishment of the 
Chechen-Ingushes from the Caucasus. 

Furthermore, the Kremlin was well 
aware that the Chechen-Ingushes are 
the only people in the whole of the 
Caucasus who have never known any 
feudal-class subdivision in their so­
cial structure, i. e., into nobility and 
se_rfs. Imbued throug~ and through, 
with the freedom-lovmg, democratic 
pirit, they have time and again 

through the centuries courageously 
defended their liberty and their way 
of life. 

The recollection of the war waged 
for many years by the North Cauca­
sian mountain races with the Russian 

olossus, both before and after the 
rimean War, under the leadership 
f the great Imam Shamyl, is irre-

futable testimony to their unconquer-
nble spirit. • 

The whole of the civilized world 
of that time looked on in amazement 
nt this tragic epic, and the contem­
p~rnry press, in obvious sympathy 
with the mountain men, described its 
various episodes. 

The Kremlin can not have forgot­
L n that Karl Marx himself, a con­
Lcmporary, defended the rights of the 
mountain folk as opposed to the "gen­
darme from Gatchino " as he wrote 
( alluding to the Empe;or Nicholas I) 
in his numerous letters from Londo~ 
Io the American daily press. 

This war, which lasted nearly 60 
.Y ars, ended in the victory of the 
I( ndarme over the now legendary 
Ii roes, whose exploits called forth the 
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admiration and commiseration even 
of enlightened Russians. 

Subsequently there followed the 
partly compulsory, partly voluntary 
mass exodus to Turkey (where their 
own Mohammedan religion was prac­
ticed) of more than half of the moun­
taineers, and of nearly the whole of 
the Circassian people. 

This sad process took more than 
two years: whole processions of old 
~en, women, and children (few fight­
mg men were left). wandered towards 
the shore of the Black Sea, and hun­
dreds perished while waiting there for 
sailing vessels. How many of them 
perished in shipwrecks, or in Anatolia, 
from the harsh climate to which they 
had not grown accustomed, is not 
known. , 

All that is known is that the des­
cendants of these polyglot exiles are 
now, in Turkey, called Cherkez, and 
that they have given to their new 
country many prominent soldiers and 
public men. 

As regards the mountaineers who 
were left behind, they were declared 
a "subject population," and the Rus­
sian conquerors drove them at the 
point of the bayonet from the wide 
valleys in which they had dwelt for 
centuries, and settled Cossacks there 
instead. In this way, three new ter­
ritories were created in the Northern 
Caucasus, with a so-called military­
popular government: the Kuban, 
Terek, and Daghestan territories. 

The Czarist government combined 
these three North Caucasian regions 
with five "governments" of Trans­
caucasia ( the Tiflis, Kutaiss, Eliza­
vetpol, • Baku, and Erivan provinces) 
and three "districts" (Batum, Suk­
hum, and Zakataly), setting over all 
of them the Caucasian Viceregency. 

TH~S INNOVATION, in no wise satisfy-
mg the national aspirations of the 

numerous peoples of the Caucasus 
who differed from one another in cul~ 
ture, language, religion, etc., was more 
or less in line with the very compli­
cated situation that had been created. 
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In the first place, by this act the 
government at St. Petersburg tacitly 
acknowledged that the Caucasus dif­
fered profoundly in every way from 
other parts of the Russian Empire 
and therefore required a totally dif­
ferent kind of government. 

In the second place, the Caucasian 
peoples, living as it were under the 
same roof, were able to communicate 
with each other much more regularly, 
and to draw closer to each other, and 
by means of mutual co-operation to 
make their voices heard in defense of 
their most urgent interests by the 
central government. True, nothing 
much came of these efforts: for ex­
ample, right up to the time of the 
revolution there was not a single 
university in the Caucasus, there were 
no provincial councils, no people's 
juries; but these misfortunes only 
served to prepare the ground still 
more thoroughly for the impending 
common struggle against Czarist ab­
solutism, and for home rule in the 
Caucasus. 

Thirdly, Tiflis, the residence of the 
Viceroy, occupying as it did an im­
portant strategic position between 
Russia on the one hand, and Turkey 
and Iran on the other, and also lying 
between two seas on the most con­
venient transit route between Western 
Asia and Europe, soon became the 
capital of the Caucasus, and thus the 
brain of the Caucasian peoples-this 
having become obvious as early as 
on the second day of the Revolution. 

HAVING BEEN DRAWN into the com-
mon Russian struggle for liberty, 

and hoping to achieve somethi.ng for 
themselves, the mountain folk of the 
Northern Caucasus, although not in 
any way compelled to serve in the 
army, voluntarily participated, to­
gether with the Transcaucasian peo­
ples (the Azerbaidjanians voluntarily) 
in the first World War. Everyone 
still remembers the glorious exploits 
on the western front of these volun­
teers who fought in the "Wild Divi­
sion" under the command first, of 
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the Czar's brother, the Grand-Duke 
Michael, and then towards the end 
under General Bagration-Moukhran­
sky. 

However, this is not all. During the 
first years of the Revolution, when 
the Kremlin began the second con­
quest of the Caucasus (1919-1921), 
the mountaineers of the Northern 
Caucasus, with great self-sacrifice 
defending their liberty against the 
advance of General Denikin's White 
Army, opened the gates of the Cau­
casus to the Red Army (which had 
inscribed on its banner President 
Wilson's slogan "Free Self-Deter­
mination of Peoples") then attack­
ing the rear of the White Army. 

How did the Kremlin fulfill this 
solemn pledge? They scattered the 
Federal Government of the North 
Caucasian Republic and, after divid­
ing the latter into several small re­
publics and regions, annexed all of 
them to the Russian Soviet Federal 
Socialist Republic. 

Thus, the Kremlin did not hesitate 
to do what the Czars had never even 
thought of doing, to sever from the 
living body of the Caucasus one of 
its important organic members. 

This treachery was perpetrated 
when, after the Bolshevist coup 
d'etat, the peoples of the Caucasus 
had declared their independence, and 
the governments of their democratic 
republics were carrying on active ne­
gotiations with one another, with the 
object of declaring a Caucasian Con­
federatior1r-in brief, when they had 
already appeared in the international 
arena, and their delegations were al­
ready in Paris and on the point of 
obtaining from the Versailles Con­
ference recognition of the indepen­
dence of their countries. 

The -Kremlin did not hesitate to 
undertake other and more monstrous 
measures, on trumped-up charges of 
rapprochement with the Germans. In 
spite of the fact that up to the very 
last, before their retreat and defeat, 
the German Army had never set foot 
on the territory of the Chechen-In-
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gush Republic, the inhabitants of this 
republic, without even having seen 
any of Hitler's divisions, were ban­
ished to Siberia! 

In order to be convinced of this 
one need only look at the map. Th; 
Chechen-Ingushes live on the right 
bank of the river Terek, which falls 
into the Caspian Sea whereas the 
German troops did not everywhere 
succeed in reaching the left bank of 
this river. True, in their army com­
muniques they boasted that . from 
Mozdok they had several times 
sighted the oilfields of Grozny, but 
the Cossack station of Mozdok is to 
the north, i. e., on the left bank of 
the Terek. 

The whole misfortune of the Che­
chen-Ingushes consists in the fact 
that Grozny is the capital of their 
republic and the inescapable conclu­
sion is that the Kremlin wished to 
clear them out of the whole of their 
territory and to settle Russians there. 
This is all the more obvious in that 
t~e Soviet newspapers had for a long 
time before been publishing reports 
regarding the discovery of new oil 
deposits in other parts of the republic. 

It is a matter of honor to record 
here another manoeuvre, although a 
paltry one, which nevertheless would 
evoke from the whole of the Georgian 
people loud and unanimous protests, 
were they not enchained by the same 
despoiler. The Kremlin ordered that 
the territory belonging to the lngushes 
-who, together with the Georgian 
mountaineers, have throughout the 
centuries been the guardians of the 
famous Darial Pass-should be in­
corporated with Georgia. 

It is recorded in the ancient chron­
icles that the Georgian kings although 
their kingdom had been occupied 
many times by various conquerors, 
had always held in their hands the 
key to the Darial Pass, and for this 
they had to thank the Ingushes and 
the Mokhevs. 

However, one need not go so far 
back. In February 1921, when with-
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out d claring war Lh Krl'nili11'1,1 
hordes from •v •ry sid nUac·k •d (Ii 
Georgian R public, whi •h hnd lw 11 
recognized by Lh•m d<• jurt• a1,11111 in­
dependent r publi • 011 ay 7Lh 1020 
(and by the Alli 1:1 on ,Jnnuar/27Lh, 
1921)-these hord s w •r I hnlLccl 011 
the north imme<liaL •ly bdor U1 
Daria! Pass. After this, if for 110 oLh r 
,rea~on, to ,speak of at;iding lri,a-ush 
territory to Georgia would b un­
thinkable to any Georgian. 

Is there any use in appealing to 
world opinion at this time, by laying 
before it a special memorandum re­
garding a few hundred thousand Che­
chen-Ingushes, when the enforced mi­
gration of millions has taken place 
and is still taking place? Have not all 
feelings of pity, or of ordinary Chris­
tian compassion toward fellow-man, 
become blunted by many repetitions 
of such enormities? Have not human 
conceptions of right and justice 
towards large and small nations alike 
been trodden underfoot? Have we 
forgotten what the poet has told us­
that all men are involved in all man­
kind? 

WELL, THE CHECHEN - lNGUSHES 
managed to survive the tempes­

tuous onslaughts of Attila and Gen­
ghis Khan. And there was a time, and 
that not very long ago, when the 
names "Aryan" and "Semite" were 
not so much in fashion, and Euro­
peans were proud of belonging to the 
Caucasian race. 

Who knows-perhaps this magnifi­
cent people will prove once again its 
power of survival. Perhaps not all of 
the population have been driven out 
or annihilated; perhaps some of them 
may still be resisting in their moun­
tains. There is still some hope, in this 
strange world where anything can 
happen, that some of those who were 
banished may still be restored to the 
land of their fathers. 

They must never be forgotten, these 
brave people who survived so many 
disasters in their two-thousand-year 
history. And the inhuman Ukase and 
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its consequences must stand against 
its perpetrators for all time to come, 
a brutal item in a long category of 
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crime. History and justice always de­
mand a bill of particulars against the 
day of reckoning. 

RUSSIFICATION 
by M. SIMONIDZE 

EVER SINCE the Communists came to 
power, in what was the Russian 

Empire and is now the Soviet Union, 
they have been trying to instill "So­
viet Patriotism" in their multi-na­
tional population. They wanted to 
create a new type of man, one who 
would be faithful not to his national 
fatherland but to a super-national 
state. "Soviet art," "Soviet science," 
"Soviet culture," "Soviet man," were 
declared to be superior to any other. 
Obviously, to be effective, this "So­
viet Patriotism" had to appeal to all 
the nationalities inhabiting the union, 
and because of this, in the early days 
of the revolution and all through the 
1~20's, certain concessions were made 
.to the non-Russians. The oppressive, 
crude, and completely ineffective pol­
icy of Russification practiced by Czar­
ist Russia was greatly relaxed. The 
Communist leaders understood that if 
they wanted to have the non-Russians 
on their side, if they wanted them to 
adopt the "Soviet State" ideology, 
they had to give them certain con­
cessions of national character. Na­
tional languages were especially fa­
vored, because they were to serve the 
purpose of teaching, transmitting and 
·spreading socialism among the various 
nationalities of the Union. 

However, it soon became apparent 
that the Communists had miscalcul­
ated. The non-Russians still regarded 
the Soviet State as the Russian State 
and refused to be faithful to it. In the 
early 1930's, the national policy of 
the Soviets underwent a complete 
change. "Soviet" in reality came to 
mean "Russian" and a policy of 

vigorous and ruthless russification­
the traditional policy of Russia to­
wards conquered nations-was again 
in full swing. The abandonment of the 
idea of Soviet Patriotism became 
especially apparent in the years just 
preceding W or,ld War II and even 
more so during the war. Ev~ryone 
remembers the glorification of Alex­
ander Nevsky, Suvorov, Kutusov and 
other Russian heroes; Russian cul­
ture, Russian language, traditions etc. 
etc. The Communists found that no 
one, neither the Russians nor the non­
Russians, would fight for the "Soviet" 
fatherland, but that the Russians, if 
not the others, would fight for "Rus­
sia." And as Russians are numerically 
the strongest single nationality in the 
Soviet Union, Stalin decided to put 
his stake on them. Right up to his 
death he continued a vigorous fight 
against the "remnants of bourgeois 
nationalism" and gradually intensi­
fied the policy of ruthless russifica­
tion. Another war was a possibility 
and Russian patriotism could again 
become necessary to save the Soviet 
state. Stalin died and immediately it 
became apparent that there was a 
great divergence of views concerning 
the national policy among the top 
Soviet leaders. At first the policy of 
russif.ication suffered a definite set­
back in all the national republics. 
This can be directly attributed to 
Beria's influence on the Kremlin's 
national policy. Beria knew that he 
had a life-and-death struggle before 
him and he was trying to get the non­
Russians on his side. During the 19th 
Congress of the Communist party he 
made a long speech on the problem 
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of the formation of Socialist nations. 
After this the Soviet press was full of 
statements such as these: "Efforts to 
~nflame feelings of national antagon­
ism are profoundly alien to Socialist 
ideology." (Pravda, April 6, 1953). 
"Propaganda can be made under­
standable to people if it is carried out 
in their native language. However 
this is ignored in certain nationai 
republics." (Communist, No. 9 June 
1953). ' 

. Many other examples could be 
given to show that when Beria was 
win~ing, or see~ed to be winning, 
the fight for Stalm's throne, the policy 
of russification was greatly on the de­
cli~e. ~he rem~val of the Party Secre­
taries m Georgia and the Ukraine was 
also in line with this development. 
The Georgian, Mgeladze, was charged 
with "fabricating cases of nonexist­
ing nationalism" and Melnikov in the 
Ukraine was accused of "profound 
mistakes in carrying out the Leninist­
Stalinist national policy." 

One of the charges made against 
Beria after his arrest was that "he 
used various crafty methods in order 
to undermine the friendship of the 
peoples of the USSR, to spread dis­
cord 3:mong the Soviet peoples, and 
to activate the bourgeois nationalist 
clements in the Union Republics." Al­
though Communist charges and ac­
cusations are not worth the paper 
they are written on, in this particular 
case they may have been true, as all 
the evidence indicates that Beria did 
attempt to use the national feelings 
of the non-Russian peoples of the 
USSR for his own ends. 
. After Beria's downfall the old party 

hne was not only reinstated but 
greatly intensified. A "hate Beria" 
campaign was launched, and all over 
the Soviet Union, in the national re­
publics especially, great "indignation" 
was being expressed at Beria's 
"treasonous" approach to the na­
tional question. Even in Georgia, Bak­
radze, the Premier, who had only 
been appointed in the preceding April 
Clnd who used to refer to Beria as the 

11 

"best son ( ''orp;ia," 110w t 111111 11111, 
very strongly 11p;11i111,1L hi111 1111d 11 1 
speech ma<l in Au~u1-1L lllr,;I 111d 11 
follows: " ... 11il"(ady i11 f,l11 1·1•1111111 
past the G orp;i1111 111d,i1111 f,1t'd 11.M l1tlt 
forever with Lh p;n•11 ll 11MHi1111 I u•11pl1 
a1;1d during many dt•l'1 tit H 111111·1•!1,•d 
~1th them arm in 111·111. A 11d 11ol h111 
m ~he world can hal < f.11( 111111'id11111•( 

which the Georgian ptioplt l111v1 111 
the great Russian p •opl( ... " 1111 I 
radze wa_s trying to stw hi1,1 1-1I i11, l,111, 
even this revolting voJL ,_f,w 1111d 
hrpo_crisy were of no avail. 11 ( WIIH 
d1sm1ssed shortly after ancl diHt p­
peared from the scene. It is v 11·y 

doubtful that he is alive today. 

. Eve~y national republic in the ov-
1et Umon suffered from Beria's down­
fall by a reecrudescence of Russian 
chauvin\ism and an inten\3ified rus­
sification program. But the greatest 
s~ffer~r by far was Georgia. Ever 
~mce its occup~tion by the Red Army 
m 1921, Georgia has been a thorn in 
the side of the C~mmunists. Despite 
t~e fact that Stalm, Beria, Ordjoni­
kidze, Enukidze, Goglidze, Kobulash­
vili, and_ a host of other absolutely 
top-ranking Communists were Geor­
gi~ns, the Georgian nation as a wh1'1.e 
~eJected communism. There is nothing 
m the annals of the Soviet Union 
which can equal the Georgian national 
insurrecti~n . of 1924. And although 
open resistance has become im­
possible, hidden opposition has never 
ceased and will not cease until Geor­
gia is liberated. 

All the reports received here show 
t~at Georgia today gives the impres­
s10n of a country under military oc­
cupation. This was especially true for 
a few months after the downfall of 
Beria, when the streets of Tbilisi and 
other Georgian towns were patroled 
not by police alone, but by police and 
armed Red Army soldiers. The ab­
s?lute master of the country is a Rus­
sian, General Antonov, who is res­
ponsible only to the Kremlin. He has 
been the master, of course, ever since 
his appointment as Commander of 
the Transcaucasian Military District; 



12 

now, however, he is quite openly the 
big boss. He reviewed the May Day 
parade in Tbilisi, which in the past 
has always been reviewed by the Pre­
miers of Georgia, and he made a 
speech in the name of the Govern­
ment of the Georgian Republic and 
the Georgian Communist Party. In 
his speech he had the following very 
characteristic sentence: " ... The toil­
ers of the Georgian SSR are leaning 
on the brotherly support of a11 peo­
ples of our country and especially on 
the altruistic assistance of the ·Rus­
sian people." 

It is interesting to note that the 
May Day parade reviewed by An­
tonov was commanded by yet another 
Russian, Major General Gladkov. 

All the emphasis in Georgia today 
is on what great services Russia and 
the Russian people have rendered to 
Georgia in the past and are rendering 
now. All Georgian Communist leaders 
stress this in their speeches; they 
would not dare to do otherwise. 

Georgian publications are full of it. 
During the 16th Congress of the Geor­
gian Communist Party in Tbilisi in 
February last, Mzhavanadze, the 
latest First Secretary of the Central 
Committee, made a very long report 
on the state of Georgia. Here are some 
quotations from his report: (Radio 
Tbilisi. February 18, 1954). 

" ... The enormous progressive sig­
nificance of the unification of Geor­
gia with Russia, as a political, eco­
nomic and cultural development for 
the Georgian people ... " 

" ... Prof. Kultadze (?), on the basis 
of certain compiled facts, has tried 
to prove that the orientation of Geor­
gian leaders towards union with Rus­
sia was a mistake adversely affect­
ing the fate of Georgia. These facts 
are evidence of an unsatisfactory sit­
uation on the historical front in the 
Republic." 

" ... The theme of friendship of the 
peoples of the Soviet Union is clearly 
reflected in Soviet Georgian Litera­
ture. However, this great and salutary 
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theme awaits a deeper, many-sided 
and more worthy reflection." 

". . .Soviet Georgian Literature 
grows :and strengthens in close co­
operation with the literature of other 
fraternal nations and primarily with 
the literature of the great Russian 
nation." 

" ... Thanks to the assistance and 
close co-operation of the outstanding 
representatives of the great Russian 
realistic art, a national art school has 
been set up in Georgia." 

Mzhavanadze then referred to the 
unsatisfactory state of teaching the 
Russian language in Georgian schools. 
" .. .It is not a secret that many grad­
uates of higher schools master the 
Russian language but feebly. For this 
not only the higher educational estab­
lis'iments are to blame, but also the 
secondary schools ... the schools have 
too few qualified teachers of the Rus­
sian language and literature. . . we 
have expanded the teaching of the 
Russian lanJguage in the schools of 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia." 

The Kommunisti is the organ of the 
Central Committee of the Georgian 
Communist Party in the Georgian 
language. Together with Zarya Vos­
toka, which is in Russian, it is the 
principal newspaper in Georgia. In its 
issue No. 3 (9779), 1954, it publishes 
a long article entitled, "Measures 
Necessary to Improve the Teaching 
of the Russian Language and Litera­
ture in the Schools of the Georgian 
Republic." Here are some quotations 
from this article: 

" ... Notwithstanding a whole series 
of measures, such, for instance, as the 
introduction of an eleven-year period 
of study of Russian, foundation in 
Tbilisi of a Russian Pedagogical Insti­
tute, etc. etc., the state of teaching 
the Russian language and literature 
in the schools of Georgia is unsatis­
factory... too many students and 
pupils fail in Russian examinations ... 
Georgian schools seldom arrange 
meetings devoted to Russian litera­
ture. . . do not hold conferences in 
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Russian. . . no Pioneer meetings in 
Russian ... not a sufficient number of 
text-books in Russian ... Russian Ian­
gauge taught by unqualified men ... 
teachers must be quite familiar with 
the language of the great Russian peo­
ple," and so on, and so on, ad nau­
seam. 

Soon after Mzhavanadze's speech, 
it was decreed that the hours devoted 
to the teaching of Russian in Geor­
gian schools were to be increased by 
400%; that the number of students 
attending the Russian Pedagogical 
Institute should be raised to such an 
extent that by 1960 all Georgian 
schools would have a sufficient num­
ber of teachers of Russian and Rus­
sian literature; that special courses 
were to be created so that present-day 
teachers could refresh their know­
ledge of Russian; that by 1955 every 
school in Georgia was to have a suf­
ficient number of Russo-Georgian 
dictionaries etc. etc. 

It was also interesting to note that 
the Kommunisti of the last few 
months is filled with announcements 
about Russian literary evenings, con­
ferences, lectures, discussions, Griboe­
doff evenings, Lermontov evenings, 
Glinka evenings, etc. etc. etc. In fact, 
everything is being done to spread the 
knowledge of the Russian language 
and literature among Georgians and 
to glorify everything Russian. 

The Kommunisti itself seems to be 
a different paper from what it was 
only a few months ago. One would 
now say that it is a Moscow paper, 
only in the Georgian language. The 
front page is almost exclusively de­
voted to happenings in Russia or 
other parts of the USSR; photographs 
are almost invariably of Moscow, 
, talingrad, and other Russian centers; 
most of the important articles are by 
Russians, usually translations from 
Pravda or Izvestia; sports news­
Russian, etc. etc. Nowadays perhaps 
ne quarter of the paper is devoted 

to Georgian affairs. Some issues have 
more, of course, but then some make 
hardly any mention of Georgia at all. 

13 

T_he lang_uage itself is simply unrecog­
mzable m places, so many Russian 
words are being introduced, although 
there are perfectly good Georgian 
words with the same meaning. There 
is also a very great number of words 
taken from other languages, especially 
English, but they too come to Geor­
gian via Russian. For instance, if 
Russian takes an English word-say 
"despatch," it is introduced into Geor­
gian as well. 

As FAR AS WE KNOW the language of 
instruction in the University of 

Tbilisi is still Georgian, with the ex­
ception of the Russian Philology 
Faculty where naturally enough it 
was always Russian. However the 
Pushkin Pedagogical Institute (Peda­
gogicheski Institutimeni Pushkina) 
has now been incorporated into the 
university and as the language of in­
struction there was, and presumably 
still is, Russian, it means that there 
is more Russian used in the university 
now. Also, judging by the announce­
ments in the Kommunisti, the num­
ber of dissertations (theses for a Pro­
fessor's or Dozent's degree) presented 
at the university in the Russian lan­
guage has increased enormously. Up 
to quite recently this was an unheard 
of thing, as all the dissertations had 
to be presented exclusively in Geor­
gian. 

Another thing is very noticeable­
the increase in the number of non­
Georgians, mostly Russians, who pre­
sent dissertations at the University of 
Tbilisi. On the other hand, the number 
of Georgian Professors and Dozents 
who have obtained their degrees in 
Russian Universities has also in­
creased greatly. Apparently much 
larger numbers of young Georgians 
go to Russian universities to get their 
education nowadays than was the 
case only a few years ago, probably 
because it is easier for them ,to get a 
better job later. Compared with the 
rest of the Soviet Union, there is a 
much higher percentage of men with 
a university education in Georgia;· and 
many Georgians are compelled tq .. go 
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to other parts of the Union where 
there is a shortage of trained men. 

The nature of dissertations has also 
changed greatly. For example, during 
the first few months of this year 
there were hardly any dealing with 
Georgian history or generally speak­
ing, with anything of genuine interest 
to Georgians. At random, here are a 
few subjects defended this year: 

The Meaning of Soviet Patriotism. 
The Bolshevik Party and the 

Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05. 
Lermontov in the Georgian Litera­

ture of the 19th Century. 
The Ma.-rxist-U.,eninisit, Concept of 

Truth(!!!) 
The last named is the plum of them 

all and it would have been a real edu­
cation to listen to someone aspiring 
to become a Soviet Professor, ex­
plaining what Truth really is! 

Another very interesting fact to 
which we have as yet no answer: In 
the Kommunisti of March 30th, and 
subsequent numbers, the State Uni­
versity of Tbilisi announces that it 
is in need of a great number of /Pro­
fessors, Dozents (lecturers) and As­
sistants. Similar announcements were 
made by the Tbilisi Medical Institute 
and all the other centers of higher 
learning in Georgia. As far as we 
could count up, there are 36 Profes­
sors required, 53 Dozents, 33 Assis­
tants, 20 Senior Teachers, 12 Teachers 
and 10 Candidates of Medical Science. 
They are required in all branches of 
learning - Literature, History, the 
Arts, Law, Mathematics, Natural His­
tory, Languages, various branches of 
Medicine, Engineering, etc. Perhaps 
the university and other institutions 
of higher learning are being enlarged, 
but it is hardly conceivable that they 
are all being enlarged at the same 
time and to such an extent. A con­
clusion is inescapable-a great num­
hrr of Georgian scientific workers 
have been dismissed lately. Dismissed 
-or worse. 

That there is not and never has 
been any academic freedom in the 
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Soviet Union is such a well known fact 
that it seems hardly worth while even 
to talk about it. What is worth men­
tioning, however, is that whereas be­
fore . science was made to glorify 
mar~1sm, communism, socialism, or 
call 1t what you will, now it has orders 
to glorify everything Russian. 

l' oprosi Istorii (Problems of His­
tory; organ of the Institute of His­
tory of the USSR Academy of 
Science) for June 1953 (released only 
on August 8, after Beria's downfall) 
gives in its editorial some examples 
proving the existence of "bourgeois 
nationalist" tendencies in Soviet his­
torical science, to wit " ... In the His­
tory of Georgia published in 1950, the 
centuries old ties between the Geor­
gian and the Russian peoples are not 
fully elucidated. Moreover, despite 
th, historical truth, the authors as­
sert that the alliance with Russia was 
of little use to Georgia and did not 
justify the hopes of King Irakli and 
his followers ... this bourgeois nation­
alist point of view was expressed 
with even more frankness in the book 
by Sh. Chketia, Tbilisi in the 19th 
Century, in which the consequences 
of joining Georgia to Russia were des­
cribed in the darkest colors." It is 
very interesting to note that in 1952 
this book (History of Georgia) was 
still considered as a reference book on 
Georgian History and was listed as 
such in the Bolshaya Sovetskaya En­
ziklopedia. 

I HAVE ALREADY mentioned Mzhava-
nadze's reference to Professor Kul­

tadze's book. Here is another of 
Mzhavanadze's gems: Quote: ... Re­
cently the State University of Tbilisi 
published the fifth volume of the 
History of the Georgian People, by 
academician I. Djavahishvili. The 
leaders of the university committed a 
rude political mistake by publishing 
this book ... it was published without 
regard to contemporary Soviet his­
torical achievement, without a critical 
preface or commentary ... and yet the 
materials and sketches of the fifth 
volume contain mistakes of a national 
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character, since facts telling of the 
relationship between Georgia and 
Russia in the 17th and 18th centuries 
,appear in a distorted form. The 
book ignores the enormous progressive 
significance of the unification of Geor­
gia with Russia ... " Prof. Djavahish­
vili was, of course, the greatest Geor­
gian historian, a man who gave all 
his life to the study of the history of 
his country, a highly gifted scholar 
and an internationally recognized 
authority. He can not possibly be ac­
cused of having been biased. Again 
Mzhavanadze: " ... The ideas of the 
fraternity of peoples has inspired 
Georgian literature practically from 
the beginning of its rise. In ancient 
Georgian literature these ideas found 
classic embodiment in the immortal 
poetry of Shota Rusthaveli. . . after 
the addition of Georgia to Russia, in 
spite of the intrigues of the national­
ists of monarcho-feudal doctrine, 
among the best advanced representa­
tives of Georgian literary and public 
thought the striving for spiritual­
cultural accord with advanced demo­
cratic Russian literature grew and be­
came strong. . . it would be difficult 
to describe accurately the beneficial 
influence of Russian culture on Geor­
gian culture; it would be difficult to 
express clearly and brightly the 
boundless love, the feeling of respect 
and friendship for the great Russian 
people, for advanced Russian litera­
ture." There is more in the same vein 
but even this is enough to make on~ 
feel nauseated. Friendship and re­
spect is one thing, but degrading ser­
vility is quite another. Mzhavanadze 
and ~enegades like him delight in 
crawlmg at Moscow's bidding. 

What is behind this recrudescence 
of Russian chauvinism, intensified 
r~ssification, and even worse oppres­
sion iof the non-Rugsians than has 
been practiced up to now? Some ob-
ervers think that it is only a means 

Lo an end, the ultimate goal being 
cntralized totalitarian power. Thfrs 

is the opinion of Professor Hugh Se­
Lon-W atson of London, for instance, 
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who thinks that the conflict today is 
not between the Russian and the non­
~ussians, but between the non-Rus­
s~a~s and the centralist totalitarian 
r~g1me. Du~ing a conference at Tut­
zmg, Bavaria, held on July 5th to 7th 
under the auspices of the Institut~ 
for Study of the History and Culture 
of the USSR, Professor Watson ex­
pr~ssed the opinion that the extermin­
at10? of natonal minorities is being 
earned out not in the interest of the 
Russian nation, but because the ul­
~imate aim-a world-wide totalitar­
ian_ state-requires the extincton of 
nat10nal feeling. 

In Stalin's days this was undoubt­
~dl_y tr_ue,. Stalin was a Georgian and 
it 1s difficult to accuse him of Rus­
si_an chauvinis~. To him, quite defi­
mtely, oppress10n of nationalities was 
a _means to an end. First of all he 
tried to get the non-Russians to 
adopt the idea of a universal totali­
tarian state by moderation and con­
cessions. When this did not work he 
turned to ruthless oppression and 
centralization or, in other words 
r~ssif!cati?n. Now however, the posi~ 
t10n 1s different. The ultimate aim 
of the present rulers of the USSR 
is not just a universal totalitarian 
state, but a "Russian" universal to­
talitarian state. Today we have to 
deal not just with militant commun­
ism, but with Russian militant com­
munism. Stalin had no Russian na­
tional feeling, but Malenkov and his 
men have. The growth of this feel­
ing is not difficult to explain. The 
victory in the Second World War is 
considered by every Russian not ex­
cluding the top Communists as a 
national victory of Russian~ over 
Germans and this, of course en­
gender~ the feeling of national pride. 
There 1s also the natural reaction to 
a foreigner's thirty-year-long mas­
tery, and the determination not to 
have it happen again. 

But to come back to the situa­
tion· in Georgia today. It was of­
ficwlly announced some months ago 
that since Beria's fall more than 
3,000 Georgians have been dismissed 
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or liquidated in Georgia from Govern­
ment and Party posts. However, 
they seem to have been replaced by 
other Georgians. Thus, the present 
Central Committee, Candidates and 
Auditing Committee of the Geor­
gian Communist Party • elected by 
the 16th Georgian Party Congress 
last February has only ten Ru_ss~an1 
one Armenian and one Azerba1dJ am 
name out of a total of one hundred 
and fifty-six. All the rest are Geor­
gians, with a few Abkhasians thrown 
in. In Georgia, apparently the cen­
tral regime is not quite ready to 
eliminate Georgians completely, as 
it has already done in the other parts 
of the Union. The central administra­
tion of the Soviet Union used to be 
full of Georgian Communists. You 
found them everywhere-in the Min­
istries, Parties, Army, and the ~d­
ministration of the other Republics. 
Now, it is impossible to find a sin&le 
Georgian name in Pravda or Izvestia. 
The Georgians outside Georgia must 
have been cleaned out very, very 
thoroughly. Not that anybody has 
the slightest inclination to deplore 
their fate. 

As we have already said, all the 
emphasis in Georgia today is on 
what great services Russ~a h_as r~n­
dered to Georgia. Everythmg 1s bemg 
done to make Georgians adopt Rus­
sia as their own. But there is an­
other aspect of russifi?ati_on, . t~e 
consequences of which it 1s . d1ff1-
cult, to estimate, and that 1s the 
colonization of Georgia by Russians. 
There is no doubt at all that there 
has been a great and steady influx 
of Russians into Georgia. The post­
war population figures are not avail­
able but there is every indication 
of it. Greatly increased industrializa­
tion of Georo-ia is one of the reasons. 
Rustavi, the° new metallurgical town 
near Tbilisi, was peopled by 50,000 
Russians especially brought over 
from Russia. Places like Tkvibuli 
rnd Tkvarcheli (coal towns), . or 
Tchiaturi (manganese mines), which 
did not have a single Russian be­
fore, are full of them now. 
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The latest population figures avail­
able to us show clearly what has 
been happening in Georgia. 

In percentages the population of 
Georgia comprised: 

Georgians 
Russians 
Others 

1922 
74.7% 
3.2 

22.1 

1926 
70.4% 
5.2 

24.4 

1939 
64.6% 
8.7 

26.7 

The population of Georgia today is 
4 250 000 and it would be quite safe to 
s;y that Russians are the largest_ sin­
gle minority in Georgia. Execut10ns, 
deportations, and World War II cost 
Georgia several hundred thousand 
men. It is impossible to name an 
exact figure, but 300,000 would not 
be an exaggeration. The number of 
Georgians today can not be much 
higher than it was in 1939, while 
the nu!"lber of Russians in Georgia 
is growing all the time. 

QN OCTOBER 7, 1953, a radio com­
mentator by the name of Krasov 

said the following over the Home 
Service of Radio Moscow: 

"The monolithic community of 
nationalities is headed and cemented 
by the Russian people. The outstand­
ing historical part of the latter-the 
assembling of the Soviet State of 
many natio.n,alities-iS' vividly ex­
pressed in the words of our anthem: 
"The inviolable alliance of free re­
publics was achieved forever by 
Great Russia." The Party has been 
conducting the Leninist-Stalinist 
national policy and is still cond~ct­
ing it, in the form of . merci~ess 
struggle against the mamfestatmn 
of bourgeois nationalism and cos­
mopolitanism." 

What more is there to be said? 
Except perhaps to remind Kras~v 
that anything merciless results m 
no less merciless opposition. When the 
"inviolable alliance" begins to break 
up, as it most certainly will in the ~ot 
very distant future, the Commumsts 
may regret that they forgot this very 
simple axiom. 
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CAUCASIAN INDEPENDENCE 

A MEETING to commemorate the 
declaration in May 1918 of the 

independence of the four Caucasian 
Republics - Armenia, Azerbaidj an, 

• Georgia and North Caucasia-was 
held in the Hotel Roosevelt, New 
York. 

The meeting was attended by sev­
eral hundred Caucasians as well as by 
the representatives of many friendly 
nations. 

The proceedings were opened by the 
President of the Caucasian Relief So­
ciety, Mr. Leo Doumbadze, who said 
as follows: 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

We gather here today to com­
memorate the proclamation, thirty-
ix years ago, of the independence of 

the Caucasian nations, which declared 
themselves free sovereign republics 
and thus ended their century-long 
struggle for the restoration of their 
rights. 

The rebirth of North Caucasia, 
Georgia, Azerbaidjan and Armenia, 
on May 11, 26, 27 and 28, 1918, re­
spectively, was greeted with sym­
pathy by the entire world. Soon after, 
de facto recognition was extended to 
all of them, and some even received 
de jure recognition by the great 
majority of European powers and by 
the Supreme Allied Council, composed 
of Great Britain, France, Italy, Ja­
pan, and Belgium. Moreover, Geor­
gia was officially recognized by the 
Soviet Government, which signed a 
treaty with the new republic on May 
7, 1920, and renounced all Russian 
claims thereto. And Armenia was 

recognized by the United States Gov­
ernment on April 23, 1920. 

A brilliant new era thus opened up 
before the Caucasian peoples, v,ho 
have lived side by side for thousands 
of years with their own distinctive 
civilization, united not only by mu­
tual political and economic interests, 
but by their common struggle for 
liberty. 

Caucasia is one of the most beauti­
ful corners of the earth, with high 
snow-capped mountainE\., forests, 
rivers, and lakes; it is situated be­
tween the Black Sea and the Cas­
pian Sea, and its climate resembles 
that of the French Riviera and South­
ern California. It is richly endowed 
with natural resources. The steppes of 
Northern Caucasia are second onJy 
to the Ukraine as a wheat producing 
region; cotton is cultivated in Azer­
baidj an, Armenia, and Georgia; tea 
and citrus fruit in Georgia; and high­
grade timber, fruit, rice, sheep, cat­
tle, and horses of excellent breeds, are 
all to be found in Caucasia in great 
abundance. 

But above all, Caucasia has always 
been known for its mineral wealth. 
Mining and metallurgy had their be­
ginning in Caucasia and Caucasians 
were reputedly the first people to fab­
ricate and use metals. That is why 
Greek mythology always referred to 
Caucasia in terms of gold and other 
metals. Baku, Grozny and Maikop 
are the oil centers from which the 
Soviet Union today derives by fa, 
the greatest part of its total output; 
manganese, so important in the manu-
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facture of high-grade steel, copper, 
lead coal and many other valuable 
min~rals a1 e all plentiful in Cauca­
sia. 

The great majority of its 12,000,000 
people are native Caucasians . who 
form our four principal nat10nal 
groups. Throughout their history they 
have demonstrated a will for concen­
trated action, and like all highlanders, 
Caucasians reveal a deep attachment 
to their homesteads and land; a noble 
spirit of independence, integrity, dig­
nity, and pride; co~rage and s~ead­
fastness in the pursuit of the nati~mal 
goal; consideration for _o~h_ers; disre­
gard of trivial and artificial aspects 
of life; and the determination to de­
fend their traditions. 

Situated at the crossroads of Eu­
rope and Asia, and for ce~t~ies the 
frontier between the Christian and 
the Moslem worlds, Caucasia could 
become an important factor for peace 
in the Near East and could contribute 
to its economic and cultural develop­
ment. Although Caucasians ar~ a 
highly intelligent, hard workmg, 
sturdy people, justly renowned for 
their fighting spirit, natural "'.e~lth, 
ancient culture and proud traditions, 
they lack what is most important-­
C aucasia lacks freedom. The Iron 
Curtain descended upon the Cauca­
sian peoples over three d~ca~es ago, 
resulting in the loss of their rights as 
free men and nations. But even more 
significant to the free world is the 
fact that Moscow is exploiting Cau­
casia's great natural wealth to further 
its ultimate objectives: world revolu­
tion and world conquest. 

Regardless of the numerous decla­
rations of Lenin, Stalin, and other 
Communist leaders, to the effect_ that 
every nation is entitled to an mde­
pendent life, and despite the f~ct that 
Moscow had officially recogmzed the 
independence of Georgia and con­
cluded a treaty of non-aggression and 
non-intervention with her, in addition 
to promising not to interv~ne in the 
affairs of the other Caucasian repub­
lics, as soon as the Soviet Govern-
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ment was strong enough, it disre­
garded its solemn pledges and re­
verted to the worst practices of Rus­
sian imperialism. And the first vic­
tims of Moscow gangsterism were the 
Caucasian peoples. 

With its conquest by the Red 
Army, Caucasia be~an a n~w _era, the 
worst it has experienced m its long 
history. 

I am indeed proud to be a Cau­
casian by birth, because no other part 
of the Soviet Unon has offered such 
heroic, desperate and long resistaD;ce 
to the Communists as has Caucasi~. 
Armed revolts and bitter fighting took 
place in Armenia, Azerbaidjan, North • 
Caucasia and Georgia in 1921, '22, '23, 
'24, '27 '31 and '37, during which years 
Moscow had to use its regular troops, 
tanks artillery, and air force to crush 
the Caucasian patriots. During the 
whole period between the two w?rld 
wars the resistance of the Caucasians 
continued, while the free world ex­
tended its material and even moral 
support to Moscow ~nd thus help~d 
to strengthen Russian tyranny m 
Caucasia and other parts of the Sov­
iet Union. Tens of thousands of Cau­
casians sacrificed their lives in the 
struggle for freedom and hundreds of 
thousands perished in the slave camps 
of the Siberian tundras. 

This persecution and policy of 
genocide are continuin~ even today. 
It is true that oppress10n and terror 
reign in the whole of the Soviet Em­
pire, but in Caucasia they take on 
a particularly savage character. No 
one has ever been persecuted or shot 
in Soviet Russia itself for "national 
deviation " but in Caucasia and other 
non-Russian republics, this is the ac­
cusation most often heard. Thousands 
upon thousands of non-Russians have 
been shot because of their so-called 
"bourgeois nationalism" and national 
deviation. It is interesting to note that 
among the victims were many once 
powerful and influential non-Russian 
Communists. In Caucasia the Com­
munists are seeking to destroy not 
only individuals, groups, and social 
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classes, but they are liquidating whole 
nationalities-men, women and child­
ren. 

For example, as was reported to the 
United Nations in our memorandum 
of February 28, 1954, more than a 
million North Caucasians were ex­
terminated or deported to Siberian 
slave labor camps just ten years ago. 
And 50,000 Georgians suffered the 
same fate in 1946. 

In spite of the terror and wholesale 
persecutions, the Communists have 
never succeeded in crushing the spirit 
of the Caucasians. Caucasia has never 
been safe for them, and even today 
they can only maintain their grip on 
the country by the use of brute force. 

Caucasia is the Achilles Heel of the 
Soviet Union. Even aside from its tre­
mendous strategic importance, the 
loss of Caucasia would mean the 
paralysis of Soviet industry. The 
Communists know this, but so do we. 
For this basic reason alone, if for no 
other, everyone working toward the 
common goal of ending Moscow's 
tyranny must support the Caucasian 
struggle for freedom. 

In spite of the present uncertain 
international situation and the ap­
parent disinterest on the part of the 
free world, we meet here today to ex­
press our firm belief in our ultimate 
liberation. The world now realizes 
that our enslavers and enemies are 
also the enemies of the whole human 
race. Today Caucasia and other op­
pressed nations are not alone. 

History teaches us that nations that 
do not despair nor abandon even for 
a moment their fight for freedom will 
always attain it in the end. 

We are convinced that this will 
hold true for Caucasians as well, and 
that they will regain the lost inde­
pendence and liberty which they so 
richly deserve. 

MR- DouMBADzE was followed by 
several speakers representing 

other nations oppressed by Soviet 
Russia, as well as by well wishers and 

I IJ 

friends of the Caucasian natiomi. ( )I' 
special note was the speech by Dr. 
Clarence A. Manning, Associate PJ'o• 
fessor of Slavic Languages at Colum­
bia University, which we reproduce in 
full. 

f T rs A _GREA'.l' HONOR to speak at this 
meetmg of the aucasian Relief 

Society on behalf of th nucnsi::m 
peoples who arc so litU 11,ppr int d 
abroad. It is especially nppropdnL 
that this meeting should b on Mrm­
orial Day when the Am ric1111 flnµ;H 
are at half mast until noon nnd Lli(•11 
are raised. They are at half nrnHL i11 
ho_nor of the heroic dead. Th •y 111· 

raised as a sign of triumph and h 1> 
for the future. So with this m Ling. 
It commemorates the restoration of 
independence to the Caucasian re­
publics. It commemorates the millions 
of sacrifices under both Czarist and 
Soviet regimes, and it indicates the 
final hope of the victory of a free 
world in which the free Caucasian 
peoples will have a part. 

It is bitter irony that the ancient 
Greeks and Romans knew the Cau­
casus as the home of free peoples. The 
West learned of the ancient world 
from the Greek scholars who went to 
Europe as displaced persons after the 
fall of Constantinople. Yet somewhere 
in the last centuries, it has reduced 
the ancient world to Italy and Greece 
and has forgotten that the eastern end 
of the Black Sea, with the Caucasus, 
was a free area within the classical 
civilization with its own contributions 
to the welfare of mankind. 

A Russian has well said that in 
1917 and 1918 the only foes of Bol­
shevism were a small band of Russian 
officers and soldiers who were still 
loyal to the Czar and "Holy Russia," 
and the great masses of the non-Rus­
sian peoples of the Empire whio1 
thought of liberation from the Rus­
sian yoke, be it white or red. The 
great statesmen of the Entente and 
the United States could not realize 
this, for they thought of Russia as a 
unit like England or France. Even 
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President Masaryk, who saw so well 
the need of giving liberty to the peo­
ples of the Hapsburg Empire could 
not realize that the same impulses 
were stirring in the hearts of the non­
Russian peoples of the Russian Em­
pire and later of the Soviet Union; 
with its Muscovite domination. 

The West followed the view of tlie 
Russian historian Karamzin, who 
boldly declared that Russia was the 
one empire that had never expanded 
by force. He arrogantly denied the 
truth and he passed over the lies and 
the chicanery that had Ip.arked and 
still marks the policy of Muscovite 
expansion. It was used in the early 
days. It helped to deceive the Ukrai­
nians at the time of the Treaty of 
Pereyaslav. It was used to wipe/out 
the ancient dynasty of Georgia and 
it has been used recently to extend 
the Iron Curtain. 

The world did not heed this, nor 
did it notice that the Romantic Move­
ment which was inspired by human 
liberty was fatally perverted in Rus­
sia. In English literature, Byron 
proved his love of liberty by his death 
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in the Greek revolution. Pushkin and 
Lermontov proved their "love of 
liberty" by celebrating and, in the 
case of Lermontov, by fighting for 
the suppression of Caucasian liberty. 
Even that great lover of peace and 
mankind, Leo Tolstoy, made his fame 
by his writings and exploits in fight­
ing for the Russian conquest of the 
Caucasus. It is always the same story. 

The people of the Caucasus know 
it well and that is why they have con­
tinued to struggle against overwhelm­
ing odds for liberty. Today when the 
Russian Soviet menace is embracing 
the entire free world, we can onJy 
hope that the free nations will not be 
fooled again, but that they will stand 
firm to secure freedom not only for 
themselves but for the enslaved peo­
ples within Russia- USSR. If they will 
but do that, freedom will win and we 
shall see the independent nations of 
the Caucasus and the other peoples 
oppressed by Russia stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the free world in an 
international organization working 
honestly and freely for the good of 
all mankind." 
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COLLAPSE OF THE 
GERM1 AN FORCES IN RUSSIA 

by Major A. D. TcHENKELI 

JuNE 22, 1941. .. At dawn the Ger­
man military might was hurled 

against Soviet Russia along the 
whole front of 1800 miles. 

Twenty-two months before, Hitler 
had signed a pact of non-aggression 
with Stalin-a mere "marriage of 
convenience," by which the former 
obtained security in the East while 
turned toward the West, and the lat­
ter gained time to prepare himself 
for a final settlement with Germany. 

"By concluding this pact," Stalin 
used to say later, "we gained peace 
for a year and a half and the op­
portunity of readying our forces, re­
gardless of the pact." 

The attacking W ehrmacht launched 
a four-pronged offensive with four 
army groups: 

In the far north the Army Group 
of Von Falkenhorst, in liaison with 
the Finns, was directed against 
Leningrad and the important Rus­
sian seaport of Murmansk on the 
Arctic Ocean. 
In the north the Army Group of 
Von Loeb was to advance toward 
Leningrad. 
In the center the largest Army 
Group under Von Bock was to 
move straight on Moscow. 
In the south, the Army Group of 
Von Rundstedt was directed to­
wards Kiev, in the Ukraine. 

On the Russian side the Red Army 
was deployed in three formations: 

The Northern Army Group under 
Voroshilov - on the Leningrad 
front. 
The Central Army Group under 
Timoshenko - on the Moscow 
front. 
The Southern Army Group under 
Budienny-in the Ukraine. 
The German reserves numb~ed 

only 26 divisions, the Soviets had 
at their disposal 300 divisions, mobil­
ized dm-ing the first six months of 
the campaign. 

At first the Germans achieved such 
spectacular successes that even the 
blitz in Europe was as nothing com­
pared with them. 

Here is a concise development of 
this campaign: 

According to plan, Von Loeb's 
northern army overran the Baltic 
States at the speed of 60 miles a day 
for four days and, splitting the op­
posing Russians along the Stalin line, 
struck at the southern outskirts of 
Leningrad; in this blitz the Germans 
covered more than 500 miles in less 
than a month, and destroyed en route 
15 Soviet divisions. Leningrad was 
closely hemmed in from the south, 
while the far northern army pressed 
upon it from the north. The Mur­
mansk supply line was cut. 

In the center, Von Bock's army 
succeeded in a series of envelop­
ments at Bialistok, Slonim, and 
Minsk; destroyed 22 infantry divi­
sions, 7 armored divisions, 6 motor-
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mechanized brigades and 3 cavalry 
divisions, and took 300,000 Soviet 
prisoners, 2500 tanks, 1500 guns and 
300 aircraft. Advancing irresistibly 
it broke through the Stalin line and 
reached Smolensk, 230 miles from 
Moscow. In this drive Von Back's 
divisions, while fighting, covered 
400 miles from Bialistok to Smolensk 
in a week. On August, the battle of 
Smolensk ended with annhilation of 
another Russian army, and the Ger­
mans took 200,000 prisoners, 2000 
guns and 2000 tanks; at the same 
time, south of Smolensk, Guderian's 
Panzers captured 50,000 prisoners, 
200 tanks and 200 guns. Then Von 
Bock turned against Moscow, and 
assaulted Briansk and Vyazma; here, 
Timoshenko's forces were split apart 
and crushed in the iron grip of the 
enveloping Panzers. Von Bock took 
700,000 prisoners, 5500 guns and 
1200 tanks together with an immense 
booty of war materials. After Hit­
ler's delayed approval, the Germans 
jumped off for Moscow, when sud­
denly, on October 18, pouring rains, 
which lasted without respite until 
November, bogged down the ex­
hausted Germans; on November 3rd, 
the first frosts came, and the ter­
rible Russian winter set in definitely. 
Soon the temperature fell to 22° F. 
below zero, stalled the tank and 
truck engines, grounded the Luft­
waffe, and among the soldiers caused 
many deaths by freezing. On Novem­
ber 16th, in a last effort, von Bock 
assaulted Moscow, and his advanced 
units reached Dmitrov, 14 miles 
from the city. By December 2nd 
they were already in the suburbs, in 
sight of the Kremlin. But the Ger­
mans were unable to keep up their 
drive· the temperature of 25° F. be­
low z

1

ero was too much to withstand 
and they stopped, exhausted, on 
December 5th. 

In the south, Von Runstedt at 
first made slow progress in his drive 
but, gaining momentum, in July his 
Panzers swept on to Jitomir, which 
fell; then at Human they encircled 
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22 Soviet divisions, 6 of which were 
armored, ,killed 200,000 ,men and 
took 100,000 prisoners. 

In September, near Kiev, striking 
Budienny's army from all sides, Von 
Runstedt accomplished the greatest 
envelopment coup of this war and 
took 675,000 prisoners, 3700 guns,-
900 tanks, and an imposing booty of 
war materials. After this, the Ger­
mans advanced into the Crimea and 
the Donbas. In October they carried 
out another encirclement operation 
in the battle of the Azov Sea and 
took 100,000 prisoners, 700 guns, and 
250 tanks. 

During the first week of Decem­
ber, owing to the severity of the 
Russian winter, the German offen­
sive was hlted from the Gulf of 
Finland to the Black Sea. Leningrad 
and Moscow were not taken but the 
spectacular German victories had re­
duced the Soviets to the verge of an 
abyss. 

Politically, the exasperated pop­
ulations of the USSR prayed for a 
German victory and the collapse of 
the hated regime. Their hope of lib­
eration remained alive, although their 
national aspirations had never been 
clearly recognized by the German 
authorities nor confirmed with any 
friendly gesture. 

Militarily, the Red Army lost 
about 4,000,000 of its best trained 
officers and soldiers, and its strength 
had diminished to about 1,500,000 
men. This fact is proof enough that 
its officers and soldiers were not in­
clined to fight for the Kremlin re­
gime. The loss of materials surpassed 
all imaginable calculations, and the 
crippled Soviet industry was not 
capable of replacing them. 

Economically, the USSR lost­
along with 30% of its European ter­
ritory and 45% of its population­
the vital areas of Leningrad, Mos­
cow, Stalingrad, and the Donbas. 
The war industries of these areas 
were transferred beyond the tJral 
Mountains, but their output was 
still far from being normal. 
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Had the W ehrmacht had one month 
more of good weather, and had it not 
been for the American and British 
supplies, Soviet Russia would have 
been irremediably knocked out. 

During the winter of 1941 to '42, 
the Red Armies undertook to dis­
engage Leningrad, to relieve Moscow, 
and to raise the siege of Sevastopol, 
in the Crimea. In the north they 
failed at Leningrad as well as in 
their attempt to retake the Mur­
mansk line, so necessary to the flow 
of American and British war sup­
plies. In the central area the Reds 
succeeded in wiping out German ad­
vanced positions, but failed in ap­
proaching the enemy's main line. In 
the south Von Manstein's army 
made a clean sweep in the Crimea, 
and captured in the Kerch area 
about 150,000 prisoners, 1,200 guns, 
255 tanks and 320 planes. On June 
28th Sevastopol fell, and the Ger­
mans took 100,000 pri.S,oners, 622 
guns, 26 tanks, and 141 planes. 

To forestall the German offen­
sive, Timoshenko attacked south of 
Kharkov, but fell into Von Bock's 
mousetrap at Zyum, his armies 
being nearly annihilated; he lost 
more than 270,000 prisoners, 2000 
guns, 1250 tanks, and his command. 

Only now were the Germans di­
rected towards the badly needed Cau­
casian oilfields while another of­
fensive, having only a protective pur­
pose, was launched towards Stalin­
grad. This operation could have had 
a successful ending had it not been 
for Hitler's fatal intervention which 
shifted several divisions and air­
craft from the armies assaulting the 
Caucasus to help Von Paulus who 
was trapped at Stalingrad. 

Von Bock crossed the Don at Voro­
nej, took about 100,000 prisoners en 
;route, and an army under Von 
iKleist moved on the Caucasus. On 
July 25th, Von Kleist captured Ros­
tov, then Salsk, thus isolating the 
defenders of the Caucasus; finally 
Krasnodar fell and then the whole 
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Kuban area, and the Black Sea naval 
port of Novorossisk. This offensive 
went on without any serious resist­
ance, but the shortage of oil, and shift­
ing the units for Stalingrad slowed it 
down at the gates of the main oil­
fields. Up to November 10th, the 
Germans captured only the Maikop 
oilfield and Alaghyr, where the 
Georgian military road runs through 
the mountains down to Tbilissi. 

Previously, in the north, Von 
Paulus's army had taken Kalach, 
west of Stalingrad, with 57,000 prison­
ers and 500 tanks and had reached 
the city; here it was surrounded by 
fresh Siberian divisions, and sur­
rendered to the Russians in February 
1943. 

From January 1943, the precarious 
German situation made necessary 
the withdrawal from the Caucasus. 
Moreover, from this period onward 
a significant fact emerged; little by 
little partisan warfare had spread out 
all over the German rear; it was being 
carried out by the exasperated popu­
lation, which not so long ago had 
greeted the advance of the Wehr­
macht. 

In the area of the Dnieper the Rus­
sians swept back the Germans who 
held the Donetz basin; in the North 
the Red Army advanced on the whole 
front, pressing the W ehrmacht whose 
strength had already evaporated. 
The advancing Red Army did not 
permit the Germans to disengage 
themselves and to take up strategic 
positions favorable for defense and 
paradoxically enough, the W ehrmacht 
melted as it shortened its lines of 
communication towards Berlin. 

The United States and Great 
Britain contributed decisively to the 
Russian victory, with their over­
whelming contributions of war ma­
terials, which not only replaced those 
destroyed or taken by the Germans, 
but gave to the Red forces command 
of the air and great efficiency in the 
field. 
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THUS ENDED a campaign which had 
begun in a most spectacular way. 

The reason for its utter failure 
aroused much speculation but the 
events are still too near to be able to 
form a definite conclusion; in the 
light of the available documents on 
the subject, one can only mention 
the defects existing in the W ehrmacht 
strategy at the outbreak of the Rus­
sian war, and the political blunders 
which occurred while it was being 
waged. 

THE STRATEGIC DEFECTS 

Inferiority in Numbers and Disper­
sion of Forces 

From the outset, the Soviet forces 
consistently outnumbered the Ger­
mans. In round figures the Red Army 
included 154 infantry divisions, 10 
armored divisions with 15,000 tanks 
-0f the best model in the world, and 
37 motor-mechanized brigades; the 
Soviet air force numbered more than 
8,000 aircraft, but they were gener­
ally inferior to the Luftwaffe. 

As for the Germans, they mustered 
against Russia: 141 divisions of which 
14 were motor-mechanized; the 10 
armored divisions of 1940 were raised 
to 19 by halving the number of tanks 
in each, which amounted to 3,200 in 
a\}; the Luftwaffe numbered 2,000 
planes of all types. 

The strategic reserves of the Ger­
man High Command amounted to only 
22 infantry divisions, 2 armored divi­
sions, and 2' motor-mechanized divi­
sions; the satellite units amounted to 
about 33 divisions. Thus the superior­
ity of the W ehrmacht resided only 
in the value of its commanders ( even 
tied as they were by Hitler), and in 
the better training and skill of its 
soldiers. The creation of numerous 
units gave to the Wehrmacht a great 
facility of maneuver but a limited 
striking power. Toward the end of 
1941 it had no more strength left to 
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carry out strategic maneuvers. More­
over, this numerical inferiority was 
made worse by unnecessary disper­
sion of forces at the wrong time and 
place. Thus, out of the 201 divisions 
,of the whole Wehrmacht about 40 
divisions were in France, 12 in Nor­
way, 7 in the Balkans, and 1 in Den­
mark. 

At that time the United States was 
not yet a belligerent, and Great Bri­
tain was quite unable alone to open 
the second front which could justify 
the presence of so many divisions in 
Europe. For the decisive blow, out of 
these 60 divisions 25 could have been 
used in Russia, or in Lybia. The an­
nual contingent of German conscripts 
being 700,000 men, it was evident that 
the Wehrmacht was going to be badly 
in need of manpower. This manpower 
had existed by the million, and they 
asked nothing better than to fight the 
Reds, but as some of them used to 
say bitterly; "Hitler appeared to be 
Stalin's best secret weapon." 

2-Shortage of Fuel and other 
Materials. 

Another reason for the German 
defeat in Russia was the shortage of 
oil, raw materials, and winter cloth­
ing. From the end of 1941 Hitler had 
been warned of the absolute neces­
sity of the Caucasian oil and Ukrain­
ian wheat. Soon the Allies' bombing 
hit German industry, and particular­
ly the fuel industry, to a dangerous 
extent. Thus in 1943 the Luftwaffe 
was receiving monthly only 50,000 
tons of fuel (30,000 tons nine months 
later) instead of the 200,000 tons nor­
mally needed. The synthetic fuel pro­
duction fell to an output of 3,500 tons 
monthly, instead of more than 220,000 
tons in 1941: the same shortage oc­
curred proportionally with raw ma­
terials and foodstuff. 

And yet the Germans were at the 
gates of a country which abounds in 
all these products, yet here again, 
they did not avail themselves of them. 
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3-Delay of D-Day 

In 1940, the D-day for an all-out 
onslaught against Russia was fixed by 
Hitler for May 15th, 1941. Un­
fortunately for Hitler, the Yugoslav­
ian revolt drew the German forces 
in the Balkans which were bound for 
Russia, from Greece to Yugoslavia 
(April 6th-30th) and then to the 
Island of Crete (April 30th) and de­
layed the assault on Soviet Russia. 
Had Hitler stopped after the liquida­
tion of the Balkans and launched his 
offensive at the beginning of May 
1941, he would still have had time 
enough to knock out the Soviets be­
fore the Russian winter had set in. 

Even starting the all-out offensive 
on June 22nd, Hitler would have 
achieved great decisive results if he 
had chosen another sector for the . 
main thrust. He ignored the fact that 
Soviet Russia could survive the loss 
of Leningrad, Moscow and Stalin­
grad, providing that the natural bas­
tion of the Caucasus covered her most 
sensitive flank, and supplied her with 
oil and war materials. 

II-THE POLITICAL BLUNDERS 

Hitler committed heavy political 
blunders when dealing with the na­
tionals of the German occupied ter­
ritories of Russia. Before the inva­
sion hopes of a speedy victory were 
built on the prospect that Stalin's 
regime would be overthrown by its 
own population if the Red Army suf­
fered heavy defeats. In fact, most 
spectacular •annihilations occurred: 
the Germans occupied vital areas of 
Russia, the panic stricken regime stood 
on the verge of disaster, and the pop­
ulations greeted their alleged libera­
tors· but the looked for upheaval did 
not' occur. On the contrary, Hitler 
turned his potential allies into bitter 
foes because of the inhuman policy 
on which he had embarked from the 
very beginning of the war. 

"Our task is to rule, to govern, and 
to exploit," he said, a month after 
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the invasion, r f 1Tinµ; to tbc sub­
jugated RusHian nn ionnliti FL T <' .p­
ing pace with h.im, lli111111lc-r ndcl d: 
" ... we n d ll1t•111 1111 1111 V<'H, olh<'I' 
wise they nr of 110 i11l,<'l'<1HI, to 1114.11 

Borman was Vt'n 111rn·<1 <'.VII i<·11 I: "'l'I 1<•.v 
should work f r UH ... if l,l1<1y 111°<' of 
no use, let them cli ... 11 • 

Such statements W<'l'l' ('11 fo1'<'<0d liv 
acts; the Ukrainian provi1-1io1111 I ~<IV 
ernment, formed in 1940, wns H 11L (,o 
the camp of Sachsenhau n nncl m11H­
,sacTed there; ~bout 20% f the 
Soviet prisoners died of starvation in 
other camps. To the very end of th 
war Hitler not only opposed all separ­
atist tendencies among the non-Rus­
sian nationalities, but strictly forbade 
the formation of fighting units of 
these nationals. Finally the hopeless 
situation of the Wehrmaht obliged the 
German commanders to accept the 
services of the enthusiastic prisoners 
to fight the Reds. Very soon, in­
creased by the massive desertions 
from the Red Army their number 
amounted to one million. At that per­
iod appeared a former Soviet general, 
A. Vlassov, who was appointed as the 
chairman of the Russian National 
Committee, created by the Wehr­
macht in 1942. But as Vlassov stood 
from the very beginning for a "one 
and undivided Russia," he met a 
tenacious opposition from the Geor­
gians, Ukrainians, Turkestanians, Ar­
menians, Azermaidjanians and other 
non-Russians.* 

As for the populations of the oc­
cupied territories, who had so heartily 
welcomed their alleged liberators, 
their fate became even worse as, 
freed from the N.K.V.D., they fell 
under the terror of the Gestapo. Then, 

* About tihree yeare ago Mr. A. Keren­
sky, chief of the Russian pro~ional govern­
ment in 1917 was charged with the task of 
co-ordinating' the anti-oommunist activities 
of the Russian democrats in Europe. Like 
Genenal Vlassov Kerensky tJook a stand for 
ibb.e "one a:nd ~ndivided Russia." He met 
the same ·opposition from the same non­
Russian nationalities, and his movement 
failed before it had started ... 
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when it became evident that Germany 
was losing the war, and fearing the 
NKVD reprisals, they organized guer­
rilla warfare, to gain the Soviets' 
favor. A part of the population fol­
lowed the Germans in their retreat; 
made prisoners by the Allied troops, 
they were handed back to Stalin 
against their will, together with Gene­
ral Vlassov and his associates, and 
perished at the hands of the commu­
nists. 

FROM WHAT HAS BEEN said on the 
strategic defects of the Wehr­

macht, it seems that the Germans 
should have captured the Caucasus be­
fore they attempted major operations 
in Russia. Had the W ehrmacht con­
quered this area before it was trapped 
at Moscow and Stalingrad, the Ger­
mans would have gained the following 
advantages: 

1. The Communist-hating and free­
dom loving Caucasian populations 
would have given enough contingents 
to form many divisions, which the 
Germans needed so much toward the 
end of 1941. Initially these popula­
tions could have been used to para­
lyze the Soviet forces stationed in the 
Caucasus-by waging guerrilla war­
fare. 

2. Until 1943 the Caucasus was 
supplying 90% of Russia's total oil 
production; her foodstuffs and min­
eral resources (coal, manganese, tim­
ber, etc.), were as varied as they were 
large in quantity. 

3. The Caucasus enjoys, even in 
its high mountains, such climatic con­
ditions, that no special clothing nor 
pre-adapted war materials are re­
quired. 

4. From the Caucasus it is easier to 
assn.ult the Soviets' most sensitive 
heartland under relatively more 
favorable conditions than in a front­
al drive from the East. 

5. Across marshy Poland and the 
stoneless Ukraine there is a lack of 
building materials for road and rail 
repairs, whereas the Caucasus abounds 
in timber and freestone. 
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6. The satisfaction of the national 
aspirations of the Caucasian peoples 
would have produced a most favor­
able psychological effect upon the 
other nationalities subjugated by 
Soviet Russia. 

AFTER THIS short survey, it seems 
that the political and strategic 

plan of campaign against Soviet 
Russia should have been outlined as 
follows: 

On June 22, 1941, when Hitler ad­
dressed his people he ought to have 
affirmed plainly and solemnly that 
the independence and full sovereign~y 
of the Baltic States, the Ukraine, the 
Caucasus, Kazakhstan and all subju­
gated nationalities within Soviet Rus­
sia would be restored. 

Backing these statements with 
friendly acts, he ought to have: 

1. Permitted the formation of pro­
visional governments of each of these 
nationalities from their exiles in Eur­
ope, and established treaties of al­
liance, assistance, etc., with them. 

2. Formed by common consent with 
the provisional governments national 
units to fight alongside the Wehr­
macht, but against the Red Army 
only. 

3. Issued a call through these gov­
ernments for carrying out an inten­
sive guerrilla warfare. 

4. Promised the abolition of col­
lectivisation, and the distribution of 
land. 

5. Promised to abolish slave labor 
and the concentration camps in Rus­
sia. 

6. Guaranteed equality of treat­
ment between the Germans and the 
allied nationalities. 

As for the strategic plan of opera­
tions, it could have included the fol­
lowing: 

1. To knock out the Red Army by 
seizing the Caucasus in order not to 
exhaust the striking power of the 
Wehrmacht in battles of attrition 
across the Russian vastness. 
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2. To create a "Liberation Army 
of the Caucasus" with 30 divisions 
drawn from France, plus the Cauca­
sian formations. The task of this 
army should have been to follow the 
army group of von Rundstedt, as a 
strategic reserve in case of emergency, 
but under normal conditions not to 
be engaged beyond the boundaries of 
the Caucasus. 

3. To attack the Russians by sur­
prise all along her frontiers, in order 
to draw as many as possible of the 
Red Armies, and to destroy them in 
double envelopment maneuvers, with 
which the Soviet High Command was 
then quite unfamiliar. 

4. To stop the Wehrmacht on the 
line running South-North, and marked 
with: Rostov, Kharkov, Smolensk, 
the Valdai Hills, Novgorod, and Len­
ingrad; to fortify this line for a stand, 
to hold and paralyze the opponent 
Soviet armies. 

5. To entrust the Ukrainian for­
mations with the conquest of the 
Crimean peninsula. 

6. To entrust the Southern Army 
with the task of seizing Stalingrad, 
and establishing a strategic barrage 
turned northward, along the Lower 
Don and the Lower Volga, (Akhtuba). 
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7. To rush the "Liberation Army" 
of the Caucasus toward the Black Sea 
littoral through Krasnodar, Novoros­
sisk, Tuapse, Batumi, while the Cau­
casian formations would seize, with 
the help of local partisans, the three 
highways across the Caucasian Moun­
tains. 

8. To launch the air and ground 
forces in an all-out offensive frbm: 
the Caucasus northward following the 
Moscow, Gorki, and the Ural Moun­
tains axis, while the Armies in Fin­
land would operate southward on the 
Leningrad-Moscow axis. 

9. To knock out the enemy with 
speed, before the Soviets' losses were 
alleviated by the war supplies from 
abroad. 

10. To plan these operations for 
two summer campaigns at the most. 

HITLER LOST World War II becau~e 
he committed numerous strateg1e 

blunders, and mainly because he neg­
lected the Caucasus as well as the 
national aspirations of her popula­
tions. 

For fear that such errors might be 
repeated, may our Allies, present and 
future, avoid the same blunders. 

l 

• 
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GEORGIA AND RUSSIAN EXPANSION* 
by ALEXIS IMERI 

THE REVOLT OF 1804 

IN 1804, A NEW rebellion broke out in 
Georgia. The banner of insurrection was 

unfuded in the mountains, and the sur­
rounding provinces followed, so that the 
Russians found themselves in a very dan­
gel'Dus position. The passage from Geor­
gia to Russia could be znia_de only by cross­
ing the high mountains, for Russia did not 
control the shores of the Black Sea or the 
Caspian, and the Turkish and Persian sea 
forces were strong enough to hinder ,the 
action of the Russian ships. All traffic had 
to follow the one highway which led into 
Georgia, and along this route Russian 
troops, transports, mail, arms, ammunition, 
and food were sent. If the Daria! P,ass were 
cut off, all Russian troops in Georgia would 
lose the access to their provision center. 
Both parties knew very well the importance 
of this roadway, therefore the Georgians 
immediately attacked the Russian guards 
in this area and soon had rthe whole moun­
tain pass under control. The road to Rus­
sia was cut off and Petersburg was greatly 
perturbed. Ale:x;ander I gave his most em­
phatic order that all power be used to free 
this route, which was of such vast impon-; 
tance for the army and for the maintenance 
of the Russian government in Transcau­
casia. 

At the end of July, 1804, all the moun­
taineers swore before the image of Saint 
George to put the Russians to flight or to 
die. An agent was sent rto Russia with a 
message stating that the suppressions, the 
pillage, violence, and bribery by the Rus­
sians must be put an end to, and that no\ 
Russian would henceforth be allowed to 
remain ,on Georgian soil. Words were trans­
lated into deeds: the Georgian patriots 

seized the paS&-route, destroying the bridges 
between An,anuri and K,ajsohauri, and 
blocking the way at many places with rock, 
stones, trees, and earth so rthat it wo,s 
closed for six months. The first action took 
place at Kajschauri where after ;a four-hour 
struggle, a Cossack post was overcome. Fif­
teen men were killed and the rest put :to 
flight, leaving their whole store of material 
behind.2 

At the same time messengers were sent 
to Prince Alexander Bagration in Persia, 
carrying letters which requested him to 
come and direct ,the fighting. 

The administrator of Georgia was absent 
on a military expedition to Eriwan, and his 
deputy, Prince Wolkonski, acted for him. 
News about the revolt ;and the cutting off 
of ,the mountain route had disturbed him 
very much, but as he wias not correctly or 
fully informed about the extent ,of the re­
volt, he had ordered ·only one company of 
infantry and three hundred cavalrymen to 
open the highway and rto punish the 
"rioters." These units did not even reach 
Ananuri, being destroyed en route. 

The area of action grew larger from day 
to day. On the third day the communities 
of Gudla.makari, Chartali and Chando fol­
lowed. On the 10th of July, ia larger ski1'­
mish took place ne:x;t the Crosshill on the 
field of Aldo where two guns, two hundred 
rifles, horses, and other material were cap.. 
tured. By the middle of July, after having 
cleared up the small posts and the unfits 
billeted in the villages, the Georgians had 
encircled Duschethi, Ananuri, Kobi, Kaj-

* See "Voice of Free Georgia," No. 2 
and No. 4. 

2 The Documents, Vol. II, pp. 308-09. 
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schauri, Stephan-Tsminda, and Lomissi.3 
The Russians reckoned the rebels as num­
bering four thousand, but there must have 
been more, for it does not seem possibd.e 
that four thousand could at the same time 
have attacked at seven different plac~. 
Besides this, General W olkonski tried in 
his reports to minimize the rebellion. Soon 
however he had to recognize the power of 
t'he revolt and he •entrusted Major Gen. Tali­
.sin with special orders to put down the 
insurrection. 

On July 12th, the Georgian patriots be­
sieged the garrison of Lomissi. Four times 
they attacked with the sword. The fight 
lasted six hours and on both sides there 
were considerable losses. The Georgians lost 
forty men, among them Burduli, a leader 
well known in the mountains for his cour.age 
and persevenanoo. Majo!r Melle and the 
remnants of his men who had managed ,to 
escape from Ado were annihilated at Lomis­
si. The Russian giarrison, entrenched in the 
fortress, defended itself very bmvely. The 
besiegers were handicapped by lack of artil­
lery, and the fighting dragged on until July 
15th. The Russians attempted rto retire, but 
there was no way out through the moun­
tains and r,avines, as ,the Georgians held 
them from all sides under fire. The whole 
Russian unit was destroyed except ,twio men. 
The occupation of Lomissi was the first 
important victory for the Georgians. 

At the same time the units of General 
Talisin reached Zichis-Dsiri, where one 
thousand Georgiians had taken their stand. 
General Thlisin opened fire. The battle, 
which began on July 11th at two in the 
afternoon, continued throughout the whole 
day and night. The losses of the Georgians 
were greater, as they fought with rifle and 
sword only. On the 12th, T,adisin received 
reinforcements of artillery, ,and on Jul,y 
13th, ,the Russians launched new attacks. 
The ba,ttalion of Captain Kitkewitsch suc­
ceeded in turning the flank of Zichis-Dsiri 
and came up behind Tschan-balin, to the 
rear of the Georgians who, caught now be­
tween two fires, were obliged to leave 
Zichis-Dsiri and retire into the mountains. 
General Ta!isin was the victor, and he in­
formed General Wolkonski enthusiastically 
about 1lhe three-dlay encounter.4 
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When General Talisin shelled Zichis­
Dsiri on July 11th, a meeting took place at 
Barrissacho, and the Chewsurs decided 
upon coming to the aid of Georgia in her 
effort to expel the Russians. On the same 
day five hundred of these allies marched to 
Duschethi in order to reinforce the defend­
ers. The same decision was taken by the 
Aragwians under the leadership ,of Gosch­
par, Durmischchan, and Dmitri Kobilash­
wili. All of East Georgia was now in revolt. 
General W olkonski was ,advised that the 
Princes Julon and Plharnaoz Bagration bad 
a11rived in Karthli from, Imerethi, with the 
intention of leading the uprising, and 
Prince Alexander took up a position be­
tween Tiflis and Eriwan with his oavaley 
units. Near Karaklis, Prince Alexander sur­
prised the units of Major Montresor, killed 
three hundred and fifty Russian soldiers, 
and seized important material.5 

The success of Prince Alexander en­
couraged the Tatars of Bort.schalo and riot­
ing began there. At Ka.chethi a large group 
of the Lesghians appeared. Tiflis was in 
great danger. Because of ,these events, Gene­
ral W olkiO!Ilski ordered General Talisin 
back, and charged him with the defense of 
Tiflis. The tr,ansfer of General Talisin gave 
the Georgians a breathing spell, and time 
to replenish their stores of material and 
ammunition. Moreover, the morale and 
optimism of the fighting men were bol­
stered. Good news from Ossetia arrived : 
the Ossetian leader and friend of the Bag­
rations, Achmed Dudaruk, had fortified the 
highway in the north, in order to make it 
impossible for Russian troops to approach 
from VJadikawkas.6 

On July 16th, with Achmed Dudaruk at 
their head, three hundred Ossetians ar­
rived i!llt Stephan-Tsminda and gave their 
oath of allegiance. In this way, the revolt 
which had begun in the mountains spread 
within ,twenty days over the whole district 
from Kharthli to the North Caucasus. The 
Russians were in a perilous sitlll!Ltion. It 
was not possible to put down the insurrec-

a The Documents, Vol. II, pp. 308-09. 
4 The Documeo.ts, Vol. II, p. 316. 
5 N. Dubrowin, Transcaucasus, pp. 339-40 
6 The Documents, Vol. II, p. 321. 
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tion with the units they had, and as -the 
highways to Russia were in the hands of 
the Georgians, they could oot count on 
help from that quarter. The administrator 
General Zizianow, who ia,t ,this time was be~ 
sieging the town of Eriwan and waiting for 
its surrender, was ,at this critical time the 
only one who could help them. Wolkonski 
in despair, sent a special courier to Eriwa~ 
with tidings of the critical situation. At the 
same time, he ordered "Councillor" to send 
through Imerethi ia " special comprehensive 
report" directed to the emperor, in which 
he wrote: 

"The turbulent mountain people have 
revolted and interrupted all traffic be­
tween Russia and Georgia. Besides 
spreading excitement over all district.s 
of Ossetia and the upper Kharthli, they 
have also miade it impossible to send 
any information. Several times I have 
written Lieutenant General Glasenapp 
to send to our assistance t'he Cossia,ck 
regiments, but no all!SWer has arrived. 
The groups within Georgia are not suf­
ficiently strong 1o calm the excited 
masses and to ex:tinguish the raging fire. 
This situation has been rendered more 
difficult since the Tatars of Somchithi 
and Schamschadil hia.v-e also revolted 
and, under the influence of the princes, 
communication between Tiflis and Eri­
wan has been interrupted and I am not 
in a position ,to render aid to Prince 
Zizianow. I am forwarding the third 
tMnsport to Eriwan, but though suf­
ficiently strong units will accompany it, 
I •am not sure whether 1he supply col­
umn will arrive safely ."7 

On July 24th, ,the patriots surrounded a 
Don Cossack regiment which had come 
from the North Caucasian front line, and 
after an eleven-hour ba.ttle destroyed the 
regiment •and took eighty prisoners. All the 
material, equipment, horses, and weapons 
of the regiment, were alro o,,ptured.8 

The fighting continued during the months 
of July and August. On August 20th, the 
town of Duschethi was taken. This was a 
great victory for the Georgiians. The Rus­
sians had run into a, difficult situation. In 
order to help defend Tiflis, the siege of Eri­
wan, and the fighting which had cost the 
lives of so many thousands of Russian sol-
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diers, had to be given up by General Ziz­
ianow in the month of September. At last 
good news •arrived for them. The emperor 
had agreed ,to the demands of W olkonski 
carried by Kawelin to Petersburg, and 
strong military units had been ordered to 
put down the revolt in Georgia: five regi­
ments under the Oommand of Genera.I Glase­
napp, one Oossack regiment from Mosdok 
two battalions of mountain and heavy ar~ 
,tillery; six companies of the Kasan Mus­
keteers, three companies from W ologda ;· 
one company of dragoons, and one regiment 
of artillery under General N eswetajew 
from ·the Crimea..9 These units arrived 
in the combat iarea at the end of Septem­
ber and the administrator issued the follow­
ing order: 

"These insurgents must be beaten down 
with the sword and cut into pieces; 
these robbers and barbarians must find· 
no clemency, their houses and dwelling­
places must be burnt down, and during 
the struggle, every thought of care and 
charity and compassion must be sup­
pressed. "1 o 

The Russian army surrounded the Geor­
gians on a.JI sides, like an iron ring. Re­
sistance to such a large and well-equipped· 
iarmy was impossible. The beleaguered na­
tionalists were clear-sighted enough to recog­
ni7,e this. but the unshakable decision tJo 
fight until death and the will to sacrific& 
enabled them to continue the struggle. 

On October 16th, ,the Russian units began 
their attack from all sides. The regiment.8 
of Gl1a.senapp from the north advanced very 
slowly, for besides the fighting they had to 
clear the way and to reconstruct the 
bridges. In eYery village, from every house, 
they were greeted with a deadly fire, and 
many villages resisted for •a wh1ole week. 
The reconquest of Darial, Lars, Kasbek, 
and Sion was a hard experience, and about 
2700 Russian soldiers Jost their lives in ac­
tion before these places. In Sion the Geor­
gi:rns had one hundred ,and fifty kiHed and' 

7 See the Document,,,, Vol. II, p. 326 and 
N. Dubrowin. Transcaucasus, p. 367. 

8 See the Document,s, Vol. II, pp. 296-97. 
9 See ,the Documents, Vol. II, pp. 296-97. 
10 See N. Dubrowin, Transcaucasus, Vol. 

I, p. 359. 
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the same number wounded. It was the 
artillery ,that decided the issue here. Dur­
ing forty-eight hours, thirty guns played on 
walls and fortifications. The defense be­
came impo,ssible, but swords in ihand, the 
Georgiians broke out of the iron circle and 
retreated. Si'on, burnt and demolished, was 
occupied by the Russians.11 The superiority 
of mass and arms succeeded. The Geor­
gians were able to fight because of their 
knowledge of ith.e oountry, its mountain 
passes and fords, ood because of the sym­
pathy of the whole people, but in the end 
the better armed ,troops were bound to de­
cide the issue. The Russians proceeded 
systematically, step by step, and forced the 
defenders into a narrow circle. The end of 
the revolt came with the lo,ss of Duschethi 
at the end of October. The wonderful ex­
amples of bravery ood sacrifice could not 
change the final outcome. The revolt had 
been in vain; the Russians held the whip­
hand; the last blow of resistance had been 
struck, and the punishment of the people 
be~an. 

Vicious ia.n.d cruel in the extreme was the 
Russian reprisal. After having burnt the 
dwelling houses, wh'ole families, men, wo­
men and children, were imprisoned. A Rus­
sian official, secretary of the Tiflis court, 
(Lofitzki) writes in his reports that the 
prisons of Tiflis, Gori, Signagi, '.Dhelawi, 
Duschethi, and Ananuri were so over­
crowded with prisoners that one did not 
know where to put them all. There was no 
food and no heat in the prisons so that 
women, children, and old per.90ns, perished 
during the winter.12 The fate of the sur­
vivors was entrusted to ,a secret commis-

Dear Readers: 

31 

sion of ,three men. with soecial orders that 
no appeal against its sentences would be 
heard. The president was "CounoillorV 
Tarassow, and his 188Sistants were Chora­
schewski and Nagel, officials of the ser­
vice of the administrator. The activities 
of the commission were to be held in secret, 
and the execution of the sentences was en­
trusted to the military. The commission 
also had ,the right to rule in the cases of 
people not under ia,rrest; it was in its power 
to make out new warrants of arrest. lt ia 
not difficult to imagine the work of this 
commission, as none of its members had 
any juridical education D'or any practice in 
court procedure. Besides, they did not know 
the Georgian langu,age. What sort of justice 
oould be meted out by these men? But 
the Russian administration had no interest 
in right •or justice. The revolt of 1804 gave 
them a welcome oppol'tunity ,to stamp out 
the anti-Russian propaganda and feeling, 
and national sentiment in Georgia, and 
this opportunity they made the most of. 
Responsibility for the revolt was laid upon 
the whole of Kar,thli-Kiaichethi, and the 
"execution units" of ,the secret commission 
appeared in all the villages of EMtern 
Georgia. The number of those arrested, ex­
iled, deported and executed can not be 
ftound in Russian ,sources. But from state­
ments of contemporaries who took part in 
the revolt, ia.n.d from tho,se who escaped 
abroad, it can be ascertained that every 
family in EMtern Georgia lost at least one 
of its members. 

11 Ibid. p. 376. 
12 See The Document..,, Vol. III, pp. 1-8. 

The aim of this publication is to give the American public true and objective 
information about one little-known corner of the world-Caucasia in general and 
particularly Georgia. Caucasia borders the sphere of the economic and strategic 
influence of the U.S.A. in the Middle East, and there is no doubt that in case of 
worsening of relations between this country and the Soviet Union, Caucasia will 
become of enormous importance, military and strategic. 

Becaus~ of this, it is imperative that more should be known about Georgia 
ancl Caucas1a. The knowledge of their history, culture, traditions, national char­
acteristics and the political aspirations of their peoples is not only of scientific 
interest; it is indispensable if the U.S. foreign policy in that area is to take a 
Tealistic and practical line. 
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Our publication defends the political concepts and the democratic principles 
of the Free World, and revealing the tyran,ny and opp.ression practised by the 
Communists in Georgia, which is largely unknown to the world at large, strengthens 
the position of the anti-communist front of the free nations. 

The VOFG reaches to the farthermost corners of Europe, Asia, and South 
America, whe,re many thousands of Caucasians have found refuge from Com­
munism. To give these exiles a sign that they are not forgotten, to show them that 
the U.S. foreign policy gives them ground for hope, and thus to strengthen their 
anti-communist spirit-these are the additional aims which this publication has 
in view. 

To publish the VOFG we have up to now received no aid from any govern­
ment, private, polittical or charitable institution of any country. As can be seen 
from the list of dono,rs published in this issue (No. 6), we have been able to exist 
thanks solely to the voluntary contributions of a few Georgians. Unfortunately 
their resources are limited and we are in danger of being forced to suspend publi­
cation unless we get aid from other sources. This forces us to appeal to all those 
organizations and private pe.rsons who consider it necessary to carry on ideological 
struggle against communism. Financial aid will enable us to assure the regular 
publication of the VOFG, to enlarge its contents and to improve them. We con­
sider that the struggle which the Georgian nation has been waging against com­
munism ever since the occupation of Georgia by the Red Army, strengthens the 
anti-communist camp of the Free World. We also consider that the suspension of 
the publication of the only Geo,rgian anti-communist magazine in the English 
language will not be to the benefit of this camp. 

We are convinced that our readers will consider everything which we have 
said above and will render us aid without which we cannot continue publication. 

Editorial Board 

The Editorial Board wishes to express its sincere thanks to all those who by 
their generous help have made the publication of the VOFG possible. 

The full list of voluntary contributo,rs follows: 

A. Gourieli, $300. M. Kvitashvili, $225. J. Andronikoff, $150. Z. Abdusheli, $175 .. 
S. Eristoff, $125. L. Doumbadze, $115. D. Chatara, $90. A. Kekelia, $80. 
D. Sindikeli, $77. S. Kobiashvili, $70. N. Kvariani, $50. G. Maskhi-Gleboff, $50. 
N. Topuria, $60. G. & 0. Zaldastani, $60. M. Dadiani, $45. V. Kobahidze, $25 .. 
A. Tzomaia, $20. I. Orbeliani, $20. P. Romanishvili, $20. S. Margvelashvili, $20. 
K. Shatberashvili, $20. G. Habeishvili, $20. D. Purtle, $20. Pickering, $20. 
B. Lanning, $30. D. Nakashidze, $20. V. Sakvarelidze, $20. A. Tchenkeli, $20. 
A. Baratheli, $15. I. Malania, $15. S. Doumbadze, $12. M. Zakradze, $10. 
B. Korisheli, $10. V. Sangulia, $10. Mahatadze, $10. J. Ahmeteli, $10. 
T. K. Bagration, $10. T. Ba~ation, $10. G. Abuladze, $10. L. Pitchhadze, $10. 
N. 0. Whitehouse, $10. G. Gabliani, $10. A. Tuskia, $6. J. Hart, $5. K. Eristavi, $5. 
Z. Gamkrelidze, $5. A. Gunia, $5. S. Gvasilia, $4. E. Goodman, $1. A. Merabishvili,. 
$50. Total $2,160. 

DISBURSEMENTS 

No. 1-$440; No. 2-$450; No. 3-$450; No. 4-$420; No. 5-450; No. 6-440:: 
Total - $2.650. 

C'r-\ Received - $2.160; Spent - $2.650; Balance - Minus $490. 

l\.i 
0 
~ Printed by Rausen Bros. 417 Lafayette St. New York 3, N. Y. ~ 317 
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