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THE Voice of Free Georgia has received news from Europe of the death in Munich 
of the Georgian political leader, 

ALEXANDER ASSATHIANI. 
During the epoch of the Independence of Georgia (1918-1921) the late Mr. 

Assathiani was one of the founders of the National Democratic, i.e., The Liberal 
Party of Georgia. He represented' that party in Parliament and was a member of 
the Praesidium of the Central Committee. 

After the occupation of Georgia by the Red Army, he was able to escape to 
Europe, where he was one of the first organizers of the Georgian Resistance Move­
ment against Bolshevism. 

Because of his influence as the head of a political party, and through the 
influence of his books and his writings for periodicals, he became one of the fore­
most ideologists of the national emigration. 

He enjoyed immense popularity in all anti-Communist emigre circles and was 
considered an indefatigable champion of the cause of freedom. 

The Voice of Free Georgia wishes to express its deep sympathy to his friends 
nnd to the members of the Georgian emigration. 

IRAKLI ORBELIANI. 
November 14, 1901-March 31, 1954. 

br N. M. Kvitashvili Kar 

THE PRESENT ISSUE of the Voice of Free Georgia was already in print when 
the death of lrakli Orbeliani was announced. Although he had been ill for a 

long time, it was not generally realized how serious his illness was and his death 
nme as a terrible shock to his very numerous friends. 

lrakli Orbeliani, who was born in Tbilissi, Georgia, on November 14, 1901, 
,. me from one of the most illustrious families not only in Georgia, but in the 
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whole of Christendom. Beginning from the 6th century of our era the princely 
house of Orbeliani gave to Georgia a remarkably large number of distinguished 
men; statesmen, soldiers. ambassadors, scientists. writers and poets. It is difficult 
to estimate fully the service which this great family rendered to our country. 

lrakli's mother. the Princess Elisabeth of the Royal House of Georgia, Bag• 
rationi, was the direct d scendant of the Georgian kings. She was the great­
granddaughter of Prine Alexander, one of the sons of King Heraclius II. of 
whom Frederick the Great once said: "Moi en Europe et en Asie l'invincible 
Hercule, Roi de Georgie." Alexander's eldest brother was the last king of Georgia­
George XIII. Prince Alexander refused to recognize the Russian annexation of 
Georgia and, until his death in exile some twenty years later, was the leader of 
all the Georgian fighting for the restoration of the independence of their country. 

Princess Elisabeth was an exceptionally gifted and intelligent woman. Highly 
cultured and educated, she translated' Shota Roustaveli's great work "The Knight 
in the Tiger's Skin" into French and the French classics into Georgian. Her house 
in Tbilissi was a meeting place for all the outstanding and distinguished men in 
Georgia and she inspired and helped on their way many a young artist, writer or 
musician. She was also a great Georgian patriot and all her life was a bitter, active 
and open enemy of the Russian rule in Georgia. For this she was exiled by ·.:he 
Czarist Gove:nm'.!nt and spent many years abroad, far from her beloved Georgia. 
In protest against her exile, lrakli's father, Prince Mamuka Orbeliani, also an 
exceptionally gifted' and intelligent man, gave up his commission in one of ·.:he 
Imperial Guards Regiments and refused to serve the Russian Czar. 

It is not surprising that a son of such parents also proved to be a man of 
exceptional brilliance and ability. When quite a young boy, lrakli showed great 
musical talent and already at the age of seven decided to devote himself to a 
musical career. After finishing with the highest honours at the Conservatory of 
Tbilissi he went to Germany and continued his mu ical education there under the 
famous Mayer-Mahr. Only a year after, he gave his first concert in Berlin, which 
was followed by many others in Germany, France, Italy, other European countries, 
the U.S.A., and Latin America. He settled permanently in the United States 
in the early thirties and a few years later became an American citizen. It was a 
great tragedy of his life that ill health dogged him for many years and finally 
compelled him to give up his musical career. In 1950 he accepted Government 
service and was put in charge of the Georgian Service of the Voice of America. 
Later he was appointed Chief of the South U.S.S.R. Branch which comprised ·;:he 
Georgian, Armenian, Ukrainian, Azerbaidjani, Turko-Tartar and Turkestani ser­
vices. When the three last named services were abolished in 1953, lrakli reverted 
to the Head of the Georgian Services and remained' at this post until his death. 

Irakli had two countries. his motherland, Georgia and his adopted country, 
the United States of America. He served both with equal ability, intelligence and 
love. When society loses an active and useful member, it must try to replace him 
with another, worthy of him. lrakli's second country is rich in men; she will have 
no difficulty in replacing him. But we Georgians in exile from our own country­
we will find it very hard to replace this loss. The Georgian society in the U.S.A. 
has no men of the stature of lrakli. BriUiant, intelligent, and a man with great per­
sonal charm, he was equal to the best of any country. 

Irakli's parents died many years ago. His only brother remained in Georgia 
after its occupation by the Red Army and may also not be alive today. But lrakli 
will be mourned by his very many personal friends and by every Georgian who 
recognized his qualities and took great pride in him. 

To me personally lrakli's death means the loss of a very dear and close friend 
and the end of a friendship which lasted' for close on forty years. 

Genocide 
by 

ALEXANDER TsOMAIA t• 

l'l' Hi NO LO:--SGEH 11 s •1·1•t to the 
Free "\Yodel that slavr l11bol', with 

millions of slaves clrivc11 into concen­
tration camps, exists i II the Soviet 
Union. It is also no longer a secret 
that mass graves of thousauds of 
people who • were toritu· d and ex­
ecuted are scattered throughout the 
t rerncndons territories of the slave 
st·ates. Bnt in the l dger of Soviet 
<•vii-doings there arc many more 
crimes, siniste,· beyond imaginatio11, 
1111d little known in the ]?ree 'World. 
Among these is the dreadful crime 
committed by the Bolsheviks in the 
North Caucasus, a crime rare, for 
its c;ilcul.ated inhumanity, even in 
the history of the Soviets. 

In February 1944, upon orders 
from Moscow, the entire native pop­
ulation of the following North Cau­
<·asian ''Autonomous Republics,'' was 
dl'iven to certain death in concentra­
tion camps: Ingu.-,h-Chechen-pop-
1tlation 697,400; Kabardin-Balkar­
:14!),236; and Karatshai-149,925. 
Without exception, all the natives 
wr1·e torn from the land where their 
11 ncrstors for many generations 
hn!l been born and had died, and all 
I hri ,. belongings were confiscated for 
I hP benefit of the Gover11Jnent cof­
i'l'rs. ]loi·e than one milUon men, 
1110111.l'n, anrl innocent rhildren, were 
ol m,c sfroke rondcmnecl to annihila-
1 iou. 

I fo\\· all this happened we know 
1'1·01H Caucasians who were able to es-
1•11 pe this genocide and flee the Cau-
1·11sus . .Actually, already in the spring 
ol' 1!)43 the legions of the NKVD had 
hPgm1 to invade the North Caucmms. 
'l'ltr people were told that this wm, 
11111de necessary by the proximity of 
I it<' Oernurn front lines. On Febrnan· 
•1:1, 1944, Reel Army Day, meetings 

to commemorate this occa ion were 
scheduled, as was customary. H.U1Uor 
spread that, during these me tings, 
an amnesty would be announced ~nd 
that a government decree concernmg 
the suppression of the '' Kolkhoses'' 
would be explained. 'fhe administra­
tion stated that attendance at the 
meetings was compulsory, not only 
for men, but for women and old 
people as well. What happened at 
these meetings is described by Mr. 
Tokaev one-time colonel of the Red 
Army ' who fled from the Soviet . ' . 
U niou after the war and is now livmg 
in Europe : ''Citizens,'' cried a colo­
nel of the NKVD in a loud voice, 
'' before "'etti1JO' down to business, 0 0 , 

I have to tell you that the meeting 1s 
surrounded by men of the NKVD, 
and any effort to escape will be 
met by iustantaneous death without 
further warning." 

This came as a complete surprise 
to the people, none of whom under­
stood what the words really meant or 
what was expected of them. 

The colonel lifted his hand and 
circled it over his head. This was 
a prearranged signal. Bullets whistled 
around, to substantiate his words. 
Simultaneously, a group of soldiers 
levelled their guns at the crowd. 
Several men tried to leap at the 
colonel with drawn swords, but they 
were immediately laid low by bullets. 

Some triecl to escape the en­
circlement but were also immediately 
cut down. The colonel, holding a 
pistol in his right hand and the de-

*Speech made at the meeting held at 

the Hotel Commodore, New York, in com­
memoration of the 10th anniversary of the 
Genocide Committed in North Caucasia. by 
the Communists. 
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cree of the Government in the other, 
continued: 

'' As of this moment, the Auto­
nomous Soviet Socialist Republic of 
Uhechen-lnguslt is considered liqui­
dated. All the native prople are de­
clared to be under arrest and subject 
to immediate deportation to places 
indicated by the Government; their 
lands and possessions c1re to be con­
sidered the prnperty of the Soviet 
State. 

''Thell thr executioner declared 
that the rounding up of the popula­
tion who \\"ere to be deported in cattle 
1.rains to parts unnamed would be­
gin in eYery to\\"n and village of the 
H.epublic. Every family \\"as given 
eighty pounds of pei·:sonaJ possessions. 
"I later visit<>cl the places," said 
Tokaev, '' and \\·as \\·itness to the 
terrible destruction. Before the de­
portation, 1hc NKVD bandits ntpl'd 
wives :rnd daughters before the e~·es 
of husbands and fathers. 

'' The deportation took place under 
dreadful conditions. Ordinary train 
travel "·as stopped. Convoys drove 
sobbing people into cattle trains, 
then pushed them pell-mell into 
the cattle cars. Mothers and children 
found themselves in separate com­
partments. Often a husband was in 
one place, the wife in another. 
"\\!omen as well HS men were beaten. 
'fhe doors were padlocked, and the 
trains were despatched under heavy 
guard to Siberia. lVIany committed 
suicide along the way. l\Iany froze 
-Or starved to death. Nursing children 
died by tlw hundreds in th<> ;:irms of 
their mothers.'' 

This is the account of Colonel 
Tokaev, and his tale coincides com­
pletely "·ith those of other ?\ortli 
Caucasians who, during and after 
the war, escaped into free countries. 

What happened to these peopk? 
Men, women, and children, who sur­
vived the trip, ·were assigned to con­
centration c;:imps in SiberiH. Not H 
,incrle one of them has ever returned. 
Actually, politic;:il prisoners never 
do return from concentration camps. 
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'l'J1is is not a law, but it seems to 
be a general fact. 

What was the guilt of these people 
and how can the ~ovid Government 
justify such bestial b •haviour? They 
have behaved in exa ·tly the same 
fashion with other people ·-the Kal-
111 uks c1 nd the Cri111ea 11 Ta tars-and 
011 a!l such oecaswns the :::,oviet 
UoYernment has given the same 
<•xplanation; during "\\'ol'ld ·war ll, 
1 ltese people supposedly g-ave evi­
<ll'lll!e of disloyal senti111e11ts to,rards 
. \Joseow. 

'l'ltis, then, is their guilt! And of 
wlt.-1 t did their disloyalty consist? 
\Vm, it that a part of the Heel Army, 
·011s ·ripted from among these "Auto-
110111011s'' satellites, hayi11g been 
111kt1 1t prisoners by the Germa~s, took 
11p an11s to liberate their own people? 
\\'as not this also done by the Rus­
Ni,111N t ltC'mselves, by the hundreds 
and tl1011sands? vVere not Vlasoff 
and otltc•I" generals who commanded 
the " B 11:,sian Liberation Army" 
Russians? And was tlte whole Russian 
popnlatio11 tortured and ;:innihilated 
11s H rrsull of theil' defection from 
1 h Heds? Of course not! Vlasoff 
Iii 1m;elf was executed, but no one 
tonched the Russian population. 

1\[osco11· adopted two courses of 
;:iction : onr towards the Russians, 
and m1other towards the non-Russian 
peoples. 

T n the first case, so-called criminals 
were punished, bnt the people 
were not held to account; in the 
second case, for criminal acts at­
tributed to individual people, "·hole 
populations were tried and executed. 

This was not inadvertent. Tt "·as 
carefully premeditated. The Sovier 
Government worked out in ;:idvance a 
plan for the annihilatio11 of these 
people. Of course, it would have 
been simpler to shoot them on 
sight, and this wonlcl have been a 
less costly operation foe the Govern­
ment. But the shooting·s could have 
come to the attention of the English 
;:ind the Americans, then allies of 
the Sovies Government, and this the 
Kremlin could not let happen. 
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'l'h 1 forced expatriatio11 1·1111111 l111v1• 
1><•1•11 accomplished qui fr ('IIMI l,1 111 t 11-
otLt resort to such dic1holi(•11I 1111•1111i.. 
I 1L view of the neanH'NN ol' 1111• ( 1(•1· 
111an enemy there WHN 11 (•11111'('t1i<•11t 
n•ason for removing· t ltl' p11p11l11('(' to 
11. less dangerous part ol' t lt1· (•111111t i-y. 
But Moscow chose thiN <·011111·dl,1· 1111<1 
perfidious plan, th is p I 1111 ti 111 t so 
well fitted the lnunor ol' th(• 1.:.1·(•111li11 
HHdists. calculated to d(•(•l'iVl' the 
whole , world, and Jil«•wii-P cit•• ive 
t.h •ir hapless victims. 

Even the most immoni I t It i<•ves and 
I illers have some sort or 1•tltit·1tl ·ode; 
while attacking, at least they do not 
hide the fact that 1 lwy a 1·c• out to 
plunder and kill. Hut the ~oviet 
Uovernment has never had even the 
1·ode of thieves and outlaws. They 
,wnounced a meeting to celebrate 
Hrd Army Day and baptized with 
hullets trusting men, women, and 
(•liildren ! 

Moscow perpetrated this crime in 
11 premeditated manner, with a defi­
nite purpose in mind, and this pur­
pose is clear to every Caucasian. 

One must remember that com-
111 nnism was foisted upon these peo­
ple, out of hand, by military might. 
'l'h y naturally resisted as best they 
(•Ollld. 

After Sovietization, in no place 
i II the USSR were there so many in­
Hll lTections, and no section of the 
Hovi t Union showed such whole­
lH'lll'ted resistance as did the Cauca­
Hi1111s. From the day of the occupation 
Io World War II, unit of the Red 

nny from the Russian central 
provinces were stationed in the Cau-
1•11s11s, and the whole life of the so­
I'll II cl Autonomous Republics was 
pl1111ncd and controlled by Moscow. 
l1'01· twenty years Moscow meticul­
ously and unremittingly tried to 
runic the Caucasian peoples to re­
n111111ce their individuality and, con­
vi 11e d that this was impossible to 
1wh irve, decided to adopt radical 
I 1on1munistic measures. World War 
11 ~ave them an excellent opportuni-
1,\ 1.o put this plan into effect. 

5 

\V1• 111·1• l11ld 1101. to hold the Russian 
()('11()1(• I 111•111 1-I \'l'M, Sll rrering equally 
l'ro111 <·01111111111i 111, 111·1·onntable for 
tl11•i.;p 11<'IN. \Vi, 11111·1• 1H1 i11tention of 
so doi 11g-. \\I 1· lt11 v1• 1-{t"('II 1 1·1•spect for 
Pv<•i-y 11Htio11Hlity. \\11• I 11ow that the 
I n•111li11 ·i-i111i1111li.; dn 1101 11sk the 
opinion or I he H11NNi1111 J)('OJ)I(•. But 
1he trouble is that 111<• si111il11rity of 
the• policy or the old ('1.11l'iNt. and 
1 lw Hovi pt Government tow11 rds the 
C<1 ucM,ia n J) oples is startlingly !:lelf­
Pvidc•nt . 

A rt r all, thi.· is not the first time 
1 hat th c Caucasus has been besieged 
by Russian armies. Vve experienced 
oc ·upation by Czarist Russia and, 
comparing the old and the new oc­
cupations, we have come to the con­
clusion that the aims of White and 
of Red Russia are precisely alike. 

Wherein lies the principal dif­
ference between the exile from the 
Caucasus of more than ha If a million 
Caucasians in the last century, and 
the exiles of our time ? 

What is the difference between the 
fa111ou.-ord r of Nicolas I, given to 
Genernl Paskiewich, when naming 
him Governor of the Caucasu.s­
"conquer or annihilate"-and the 
decrees of the Politburo? 

'fhe breaking of treaties, the oblit­
eration of national cultures, tradi­
tions, customs, and laws, forcible 
Russification, destroying resistance 
by whatever means, and transforming 
the Caucasus into a Russian colony­
this is traditional Russian policy 
adopted and continued by the Bol­
sheviks. 

I know that the Russian people 
were not consulted even before the 
day of the Bolsheviks, but the old 
and the new governments did act, 
and do act, respectively, in the name 
of the Russian State and the Russian 
people. 

England was once called "Per­
fidious Albion, '' not because every 
Englishman was perfidious, but be­
cause England was judged by her 
foreign policy. 
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As Jong as Russian State poli ·y 
cone '11 trntes all its attention 011 t ii(' 
conquest of new territory and JH'opl!•, 
Hu1:,sia can not have the approvul or 
t,hc free peoples. If the Rus1-,iu11:,, wiHlr 
to separate themselves in world opin­
ion from acts which hul't lh<•i1· 1rn­
tional reputation, tlr<•y 11111:,,t ('spcei­
ally in exile, wher·<• t Ii('.)' l1;1v<• l'n•c­
dom of speech H nd Hel ion sp<'ak 011 t 
openly against injw,ti '('. 

'\Ve Caueasia11s hav<' 110 territorial 
or material pr·pt nsions towards Rus­
sia. 

vVe wi ·h to live a free people. We 
desire to be masters of our own land 
- auca, ia, where for many centuries 
our ance. tors lived and died. 
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vVe do not wish to take from Rus­
sia a single foot o[ Ir,,. territory, but 
we are bound in rig-ht and honor to 
defend our own ·01111tr'y. vVe are 
l'ighting for our ow11 rrerdom-not 
nrcnacing the rightfi or others. The 
sooner the justice of' U1rsc strivings 
is understood by thosr purporting 
to speak for the Russian people, the 
,;ooner it will be possible to harmonize 
l' xi sting differences. 

The epoch of colonialism is over 
ror good. The future belongs to the 
I',. c peoples. The process of history 
'H 11 not stop at the o-ates of the 
Novict Union! and this gives us 
l'il'm faith that Caucasus will rise 
E1gai11 and be free. 

The Tenth Anniversary 
the North Genocide in 

Caucasus·* 

of 

FEBRUARY 23 is a day of mourn­
ing for the whole Caucasus, and 

about one million Caucasians residing 
in the countries of the Near East, in 
Western Europe, and in the United 
States are commemorating this tenth 
anniversary of an unparalleled crime 
perpetrated by the Soviet Govern­
ment on the peoples of North Cau­
casus. 

This tragedy is significant not only 
for Caucasians and other enslaved 
peoples of the Soviet Union, but also 
for the peoples of the ~--,ree World. 

In the course of the second World 
War and the post-war period, the 
Free World was given a clear insight 
into the politics and policies of the 
.Soviet Union and in the process to 
:secure some knowledge of what was 
going on in the USSR. On the 

strength of Government orders and 
decrees, supported by testimony of 
actual witnesses, statistics, and tan­
gible facts, it has been demonstrated 
beyond shadow of doubt that there 
exists in the Soviet Union a slave 
system, where millions work as chat­
tels, condemned to servitude at hard 
labor in concentration camps. It is 
a known fact thE1t the number of 
victims of the unremitting Soviet 
terror runs into the tens of millions. 
It has been established that the in­
credible inhuman crimes of the Katyr.:. 
forest were carried out with the 
knowledge of the Soviet Government. 
It has similarly been established that 
mass graves exist throughout Soviet 

*Memorandum addressed to the United 
Nations and the State Department. 
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l<'tTitory where millions or t 1111 11 1111I 
n11d otherwise done to dc;illr l111v1• 111'1111 

ntombecl. Thus Katy11 11111.11 111• till p11 
as the very symbol or lh1• Hiriii,lol' 
si.tuation which charaet 1•1·iv.l'H t lr,1 <'11 
I ire Soviet system. 

But there is a cri1111• 111 I 1·ih11t11hlo 
lo the Soviet Gover111111•1rl wlrit·lr in 
11nmber of victims out h1rly11:,, tlr 
Katyn attrocities. 'fhis t•l'i1111•, 11p n 
which sentence has not .r<•I i>t'('II pa -
H('d, was perpetrated i II Nol'I Ir 'au­
t•asia. 

In February 1944, 011 onl<•rs from 
Moscow, by acts of l'Oid cynicism, 
ovet· a million men, women and 
<·lrildren were driven to their death 
1111d their property was confiscated. 

These events had their direct origin 
i II a Soviet decree dated February 11, 
I !>43, whereby several Soviet Social­
ist Republics were abrogated and all 
p1,operty real and personal declared 
1•011fiS1cated, and the population 
or·dered deported to Siberia. 

Prior to February 11, 1943, as 
HJH'cified in the Soviet Constitution, 
I lit' following were Autonomous Re­
p11blics: Kabar<lin-Balkar, with a 
population of 359,236; Chechen­
! 11g-11sh, population 697,400; and auto-
11011,ous region (oblast) Karachai 
ll'it.h a population of 150,000. As of 
l1'1·hrnary 11, 1943, by a stroke of 
I lr1• p n, these republics were oblitera-
1 I'd and their entire populations con­
d1•11111rd to almost certain death. In-
1'111dl'cl also were their neighbors, the 
( '"i111ea Tatars and the Kalmyks. 'rhe 
I\ 11 I myks, according to official Soviet 
l'il,('111· s for 1939, numbered about 
":.!0,700 and the Tatars some 300,000. 
11' 11 I I these victims are added up their 
1111111 comes to over 1,700,000. 

J>n l'Suant to the 1943 decree Rus-
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H11111 J1•1111pH 1111d 11 !'Ills of NKVD (the 
H11vil'I 1,1•1•1·1•1 p11li<•I') began concen-
11·11 Ii 11g-i II N111·I Ii ( 11111<•11siH. The pop-
11111 t io11 w<•1•p t11ld I h11I t lri:,, <·011centra­
t,io11 or l'o1·l·<'s w11:,, 11111·1'Ni-lll'Y h cause 
or tlr(• J)l'oxi,nity ol' 1111• (l1•1·111Hn front 
li11l's and I Ire 1:;tn1t,pg-i<• ll<'<'<'ssity of 
ddc11d i ng- t Ire nation's oi I l'<'so111· •cs. 
Tire l'ollowi11g y ar (Fcbn1;11·y 1!)44 ), 
011 I h<' v<• oJ' Reel Army Day, p,·cpanl­
tions w r·e made for the usual Soviet 
cclcbrat ions. The authorities made it 
•lea!' tl1,1t everybody was to assemble, 
without l'XCeptions. After the people 
ha I as~ mblecl in each village, an 
NKVD of'f'iccr warned them that they 
were surrounded by armed troops, and 
then added, "The Chechen-Ingush 
and Kabardµn-Balkar Autonomous 
Republics and Karachai oblast ]rave 
been abolished. The entire population 
is undrr al'r st and subject to im­
mediate depol'tation. Lands and pos­
sessicrns a re being confiscated by the 
Soviet Government.'' 

According to eye-witnesses, this de­
portation took place under heart-rend­
ing conditions. The escorting troops 
drove before them a ·weeping crowd. 
Anyone who strayed even ever so 
slightly from the road was shot with­
out warning for trying to escape. 

'fhousands of innocent people were 
thus shot on the way. The loss of 
property which the population suf­
fered defies description. Mosques were 
desecrated. museums and libraries 
devestated. Bonfires blazed in the 
streets, fed with books, archives, and 
everything else that could recall the 
history of the North Caucasus. In 
the course of one day an entire peo­
ple, about which history has known 
since the days of Strabo, was up­
rooted. 
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The deportees, many of whom died 
in transit of their wounds, wer dc'­
livcred by cattle truck to the l r-als. 
whence they were sent undCI' the same 
barbaric escort to Siber.ia a nu cn­
tral Asia. 

The facts have b rn COL'l'Oborated 
by scores of North 'aucasians who, 
during and after the la t war, e cap d 
from the Soviet • nion into the Free 
World. 

What happened to the deported 
thousands? Those who survived­
men, women, children, the aged and 
infirm-were scattered among the 
various concentration camps in Si­
beria. Not one of them has returned. 

Of what crime were the ·e people 
guilty? Of what crime can any people 
be guilty that would entitle govern­
ment anywhere to commit genocide 
by wiping them out as a community 
and as individuals? 

The Kremlin's action was not the 
result of war alone. War conditions 
were merely the pretext. Moscow 
knew that the proud Caucasians, 
reared in the traditions of freedom, 
were irreconcilable opponents of 
Marxist-Communist ideas and Moscow 
therefore decided to avail itself of 
war in order to wipe out these in­
veterate nonconformists. 

'fypically, the Soviets took their 
time in letting the world know that 
the fearful ukase of February 1943 
had been carried out. Thus it was 
not until June 25, 1946, that the 
Soviet Presidium announced that 
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these Autonomom; Iiepublics and re­
g-ions had been Jiquid;licd and ceased 
to exist. 

How has the Ft·t'C' World reacted 
lo this? 

In utter silence. No Government, 
nor any international au l hority, has 
l'Hised its voice on behalf of those 
doomed peoples. The ]<'rrc World has 
<:losed its eyes, its heart, and its mind 
to the fate that has bern visited upon 
t it('lll. This tragedy, by its propor­
t io,n; and character, clamors for pub-
1 ic inquiry. 

A cordingly, this memorandum 
1'1'0111. the Caucasian Relief Society, 
1 n •., a non-profit organization in­
(•01·pon1ted in the State of New York, 
<:0111pl'ising persons from the four 
CHu•;isi;in nations of Armenia, Azer­
baijan, Georgia, and North Caucasia, 
is adcl l'C'ssecl for attention and action 
to tlte authorities and committees 
"·ithi11 lit(' State Department in vVash­
i,wton and the United Nations at its 
headquarters in New York. 

It is earnestly hoped that this ap­
peal will not go unheeded. 

There can be little redress for these 
slaughtered thousands. There can be 
justice for the thousands of North 
Caucasians still in Soviet slave camps, 
and there can be protection for the 
millions in other nations threatened 
by similar obliteration. 

LEON DOUl\IBADZE, Chairman 
The Cailcasian Relief Society, Inc. 
200 East 16th Street 
New York 3, N.Y. 

THE VOICE OF FREE G 9 

The Neu, Mes iali--ll11,ssian 
111i11e rial ism 

by 
N .. \1. rv1'1'AHIIVll,I. 

TUE RUS~IAN I I•} 0 I ,t 'I' I N 

broke out 111 Febn1111·y I!) 17. 'l'hc 
Czar was deposed, ltis g·ov1•1·nmcnt 
overthrown, and a 11rw g-ovp1·111uent 
wa formed, presided OVl'I' hy Prince 
l1vov. A young, little k11ow11 lcnryer 
nnd a member of the Do11111a (Parlia­
ment) received the post of Minister 
ot Justice in the n w government. 
llis name was Alexander Kerensky. 

E>rince Lvov did not last long. He 
was a member of the Constitutional 
Democratic Party, a party favoring 
11 restricted monarchy and a more 
I iberal, progressive government, but 
ltc was no revolutionary, and he had 
110 place in the great upheaval which 
was shaking to its foundations the 
social order of his country. 

Kerensky became the new Prime 
Minister of Ru· ia. Ambitious to 
t ltc highest degree, vain, theatrical, 
11 nd supremely convinced of l~is own 
I alrnts, he quite obviously thought 
It i mself destined for gL"ca t things. 
l•'i l'St of all he was going to save his 
1·01111try. Later-the world. 

Unfortunately, Kerensky quite 
overlooked a few considerations fairly 
obvious to everyone else, such as his 
own infinate capacity for vacillation; 
t•omplete inability to think straight or 
lo make a decision. When he finally 
did make one, it was invariably one 
ltt• should not have made. More than 
1111y other man, Kerensky was re­
Hponsible for the complete disintegra-
1 ion of the Russian Army; that 

splpn ]id body of' men wlto, 1'01· thl'C' • 
bitt ,. y a,l's-badly al'm d, badly 
t n1 in ,c], a 11d badly led-put up :;uch 
a ,nagni l'i ·rnt fight against the might 
of UC'l'lnany, Austria, and Turkey. 

J\ nd it was the same Kerensky 
who-ao-ain, more than any other man 
--,va:; r sponsible for the seizure of 
power by the Bolsheviks. 

What happened to Kerensky, to 
his grandiose plans and, incidentally, 
to his unfortunate country, everyone 
knows. A 11 1'11i:; has passed into his­
tol'y. And it seemed that the name 
of Kcrcn:;ky had also passed, if not 
into history, at least into oblivion. 
Completely discredited, execrated and 
despised, he disappeared. For over 
thirty years bis name was hardly 
heard of. It was known that he was 
somewhere in exile-France, the 
U.S.A. ?-that he still dabbled in 
politics, still talked (his favorite 
occupation) at political meetings, 
still thought himself a great but 
misunderstood figure. Nobody paid 
any attention to him or to his antics. 
He was of no importance-an in­
significant little man trying to play 
a ROLE. 

Then, all of a sudden, Kerensky 
appears on the political scene once 
again. In 1950 or 1951, he and a few 
others are entrusted with the task 
O'f establishing connections with the 
various anti-Communist organizations 
of political emigration from all the 
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nations at present under the Soviet 
rule. The idea was to try to form 011 • 
solid anti-Communist block or ut 
least to get all these variom; org-1111 ix11-
tions to coordinate their worlc. 'J'h(• 
choice of Kerensky wm; 1111rortu11atc, 
to say the least. It would huv b '('II 
difficult to find a mon• cl is• reel i I •<l 
or more ineffectU1:il lllHll. IJow did 
this come about? How did Kcre1H;ky 
get a chance to play a ROLE 011ct• 
again? Soon after the end of 
"\Vorld War JI, it became obvious 
to every thinking man in the Fr 
World that it was useless to expect 
the Communists to change their spots 
and to abandon their grandiose and 
evil plans of world conquest and 
domination. The que tion a rof.c th 11 
-what was to be done about it? H 
was unthinkable to go to ,var to make 
them change their spots by force. 
With the terrible weapons of total 
destruction available to mankind to­
day, a world war would be such a 
catastrophe that it would in all like­
lihood bring to an end our civiliza­
tion. No responsible government in 
the Free World could even contem­
plate such an eventuality, even if 
it would lead to the destruction of 
the worst tyranny the world has evel' 
known. Because of this, the V·l estern 
democracies were compelled to go 
on trying to find a "modus vivendi" 
with the Communists. Notwithstand­
ing insults, rebuffs, complete lack 
of cooperation and good will on the 
part" of the Communists, the Free 
World has unceasingly continued 
its efforts to bring to an end the 
Cold War and to establish real peace. 
Their hope was, and still is, that with 
time communism may change or at 
the worst will be confined to and 
satisfied with the areas it holds now. 
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But what of thos areas and the 
unfortunate peopl s who inhabit 
them? Were they to b • left forever 
at the mercy of the di ·ta tors in the 
l(remlin? Was there not a way 
which would lead to th ir eventual 
I iberation without starting a world 
t'onflagration? 

There was and is a way. It is true 
that the governments of the Free 
World could not endor e or adopt it, 
h1•(•H use this would have led to just 
wliHt they have been trying to avoid 

n world conflict, but there was no 
1·<•11so11 why non-official organizations 
1111CI private persons could not adopt 
it. 'T'h is way is to utilize the forces 
or t h <' p oples oppressed by Soviet 
l{ussi11. There is not a single nation 
su Cferi 11g-under the Soviet regime 
11ot <'Xl'luding the Russian nation, 
wh i ·h clo('s not hate this regime and 
which do<'s not want to be rid of it. 
How c1111 1 he forces of these countless 
millions be utilized? How can all 
these peoples be organized and 
strengthened to such an extent that 
they would be capable of overthrowing 
the hated regime, which is the enemy 
not only of those peoples but of all 
the human race. 

The first step, naturally, would 
be to organize the very numerous 
political emigration of all the coun­
tries now included in the Soviet 

nion. Their experiences of com­
munism and of fighting against it, 
their knowledge of the situations in 
their respective countries and of the 
desires of their peoples, would be 
an invaluable asset. 

A few years ago an organization 
was formed in the United States 
with just this purpose in view. It 
took the name of the '' American 
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Committee for the Libcn1ti1111 111' Iii,• 
Peoples of Russia," lutt'I' 1•!11111 11d 
to its present name, lliP "/\111111•11•1111 
Committee for Liber11tim1 1'1•11111 llol 
shevism," and it i11111111d11i11• 11illls 
were to create one si11g-l1• 1111d 111'1'111•Iiv1• 
anti-Communist blo1·I 111 ti 1x111~ th<• 
forces of all the a11 Ii ( 1111111111111 hit <' •. 
iles and expatriates ol' 1111 th1• 1111lio11-
alities of the U.S.8.H. A Uoiii·di11at­
ing Center was to lH' <•1·1•11ll'd whOl:il' 

job would be to dir ('t 1111d <•oiil'Clina1e 
the work of variow, or~a11ization ·, 
groups, and partfrs. A powerful 
radio station was n b.;o Io be set up 
and indeed was srL II p and started 
its most useful work i11 the spring of 
1953. This was a v •ry fine achieve­
ment for which great thanks are due 
to the American Committee for Lib­
eration. 

However, and it is sad to record 
this fact, its primary objective-the 
creation of one single organization 
which would be able to coordinate the 
work of all the ant-Communist emi­
gres has not been achieved. And this 
is where Kerensky comes into the 
picture again. He, an unsavory indi­
vidual by the name of Melgunov, 
and a few others like them, were the 
ones primarily responsible for this 
failure. When it came down to brass 
tacks they showed that their anti­
Communism only went so far and no 
further. In some questions they were 
quite in accord with the ruler, of the 
Kremlin; notably in the question of 
conquest and domination over other, 
smaller nations. They showed quite 
plainly that Russian Imperialism is 
exactly the same thing no matter 
what label it bears-Czarist, Commu­
nist or Democratic. 

Years of negotiations, discussions, 
and conferences between the Russian 
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111• 111ii1,11li1111s 1111d the organizations of 
I lt11 1111111•11 ,, 11tl p1•11pl('S, have come to 
11ollii11 , Iii hi 1'1•11111 lh first it be-
1•111111• 111111111·111!1 11111! tlt1• 11111in stumb-
1 i 11~-blt><'k Io I lit• 1•1•p11 I ion of one 
1111i!Pd 111l(l ('!'l't•1'11v1 111ili llolsltevik 
rro11t IV/IS th(• (!ll( 1Stio11111' 1111li111111liti s. 
( r, lob• rno1· • 1>1· • •i1-w, 11111 q111•1◄ I i1111 of 
th• l'uLur 1· Jationsltip bP!wl'1•11 l!wii;ia 
and lh non-Russian •01111t 1·il's. 'l'ho 
11011-l{ussian said: "By all 1111•11111; 
I •t us try to get rid of commu11is111, 
but immediately we achieve thi ·, th• 
rntl io11al rights, the liberty and inde­
p 11dcn •e of our countries must be 
r stor d. We had these rights in the 
past, our people have fought for 
them and will not be satisfied with 
less, we can not renounce them now. 
We have neither the right nor the 
desire to do so.'' The Russians said­
" Oh uo! The Russian Empire has 
to be re-established just as it was 
under the Czars. Holy Russia must 
be one and indivisible. Why, you in­
significant minorities, you do not ex­
ist and do not count. Independence"? 
The rights of peoples? Justice? Why, 
all these do not apply to Russia. It is 
quite right and proper that the Brit­
ish, French, Dutch, and all the other 
empires should be broken up, but 
certainly not the Russian Empire. 
Quite right that India, Pakistan, 
Burma, Indonesia, Laos, Cambodia, 
the Philippines etc, etc, etc., should 
be given their independence, but 
certainly not Georgia, Lithuania, the 
Ukraine, Armenia etc., etc., etc., nor 
in fact, any of those countries which 
formerly belonged to the Czarist 
Russian Empire and now belong to 
the Communist Russian Empire.'' 

Men who have fought for the in­
dependence and liberty of <their 
countries, men who would not bend 
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before foreign oppression, are re­
spect d and honored everywhere and 
by everyone, with the exception ol' 
th Kerenskys, the Melgu no vs 1111 d 
their like. To them, a G 01·g-i1lll who 
is fighting for the indrp<•nd\•11('<' or 
his country, for the 1·t•slon1tio11 ol' 
the State which lrnd 2000 y<•11rs ol' 
independent exis1 11 ·c and whi •h wm, 
a highly cultur cl, ChrisLi1111 'tall• 
centuries befo1·e the l{ussia 11s rm rged 
from their prirneval tores1" • and 
marshe , to them such a Georgian is 
a "reaetiona1·y," "fascist," an "rn1-
compromi ing separatist.'' 

Some time ago Mr. Kerensky wrote 
a very interesting letter to the New 
York Times. In it he shows a mo ·L 
touching solicitude for the safety or 
the United States. To use his words 
he is '' ... concerned for the fate 
of the United States.'' When one 
remembers the fate of 1\Ir. Kerensky's 
own country and the part he played 
in bringing it about, it seems really 
incredible that he considers himself 
qualified to give advice to anybody 
on anything. Apparently it is his 
conviction that the fate of the United 
States depends on whether the Rus­
sian Empire is broken up or not. If 
it is not-all well and good, but if 
it is, the U.S.A. will go down in de­
feat and destruction. A very curious 
drduction, not a very convincing one, 
however. Incidentally, he does not 
say '' Russian Empire;'' the word 
he uses is ''Russia.'' He and others 
like him always accuse those the:v 
call ''separatists,'' ''reactionaries,'' 
etc., of trying to break up ''Russia.'' 
But they know perfectly well that no 
one has any intention or desire 
to break up Russia. The question 
is of breaking up the RUSSIAN 
E"'.VIPIRE. the empire which in Czar-
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i -t times was th '' pri ·on of every 
11iberal, progressiv I hought," the 
Empire of the Jewish pogroms, of 
the '' Black Hundred'' ( Chernaya 
soLnia), of massacres or Polish, Geor­
g-i,rn and other patr.io1s, of death 
l'l'Om starvation of its own miserable 
p<•iH;antry; the empire of the "knout" 
1111<l of Siberia, and which today is 
t Ii<• empire of the Jave camps, of 
1 > 11 rg-es, of massacres of Georgian, 
I iHl vian, Lithuanian, North Cauca­
s11111 and other patriots, of Tcheka 
11 nd lol'ture and murders and which 
sl i 11 is the "prison of nations" and 
of "every liberal, progressive 
i.1101wht." 

'l'his is what we want to break up 
and dl'SLl'oy for ever. Not Russia. 

.l\l r. Kp1· nsky has a most peculiar 
argurn •11I. He says that there is no 
hatred lwl ween the nations of the 
U. .8.1 . 0 r course there is not. There 
is 110 hal 1·<'cl between the French and 
th Turkish peoples either. But that 
does not mean that either of them 
would be willing to be the slave of 
the other. The Georgians do not hate 
the Russians. They may look down 
on them and despise them a little, 
but that is far from hatred. They 
are quite ready to be the best of 
friends, but on equal terms. Every 
Georgian recognizes the services of 
the Russian people to human culture: 
Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, Pushkin, Tchai­
kowsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, and num­
berless other Russians, have the same 
admiration and respect in Georgia 
as anywhere else. But rven if every 
Russian were a Tolstoy or a Tchai­
kowsky, Georgians still would not 
want to be dominated by them. 

The Georgian stand is quite clear. 
Georgia has had an independent ex­
istence from the 3rd century B.C. to 
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1801 and again from 1 !)18 Io 1921. 
In 1801 its independent·<• WIIH de­
stroyed by the Russian l~111pil'e of 
the Czars, destroyed i11 11 111ost cow­
ardly and treacherous w11y i11 com­
plete violation of a t1·(•11ly 1-,ig-11ed on 
July 24, 1783. In ID~I (l,orgian 
independence was r1g11 i II dPstroyed 
by the Russian Empil'l', ( 'ommunist 
this time; destroy cl i 11 the most 
cowardly and trc1-ielH•ro11s way in 
complete violation or l he treaty 
signed on 1\Iay 7, J D20. 

The Georgians clcnrn 11d the restora­
tion of this indepe11cle11ee, and they 
are not prepared to work with any 
Russian organizatio11 which does not 
recog·nize their right to it. 

Russians mu t realize that times 
have changed. Today's concepts of 
international morality and justice do 
not allow for one country's domina­
tion over others. 'fhe Soviet Union 
is the only exception. But who can 
doubt that sooner or later this hor-
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rible tyra1111y will come to an end. 
And wh n I his e11cl comes, surely 
freedom and .i11sl i<• • will reign in 
the world. 

'l'he nations opp1·cs:;t•d by Russia 
in the past and by lt11sHia today, 
have the same right to rrecclom and 
justice as has any other naLion. 

We refuse to collaborate with the 
Kerenskys, the Melgunovs, etc., until 
they forget the dreams of Russian 
Imperialism. On the other hand, we 
are not only willing, but most eager 
to work with any anti-Communist 
organization, Russian or any other, 
which recognizes our right to inde­
pendence. Above all, we are eager 
to work with the American Com­
mittee for Liberation against com­
munism. Our hope is that sooner or 
later this Committee will recognize 
us for what we are; not ''fascists,'' 
'' r<'actionaries,'' etc., but men who 
love their country and desire to see 
her independent and happy. 

What is Happening? 

SUFFICIENT TIJVIE HAS elapsed 
since the signing of the armistice 

in Korea on July 27, J953, to justify 
an appraisal of the current situation. 

Korea is a case in point where the 
·western world decisively opposed ag­
gression and violence and clearly indi­
cated to the Kremlin its intention of 
not permitting any further invasions 
or seizures of the smaller or weaker 
nations. The Western Democracies 
made the decision to defend the 
higher principles of democracy by 
force of arms and in so doing they 

saved South Korea from Communist 
domination. This action confers a 
special significance on the Korean 
question as a whole, and a brief analy­
sis of the underlying factors seems to 
be appropiate. 

In June 1950, the North Korean 
troops, instigated, supported, and 
armed by the Soviet Union, crossed 
the 38th parallel in an attempt to 
seize the entire peninsula and to im­
pose a Communist regime throughout 

*Written in February 1954. 
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the country. The masters of the 
Kremlin were convinced that the 
reaction of the :B-,ree ·world would 
be, at the most, a diplomati • prnlc•st, 
formulated in polite tenm;. Doubt­
less they had already J)l'l'JHl ,·pd a 
reply to the effect Urnt, ii' th' Uov­
ernment of the Pcopl ''8 l{('J>11bli • ol' 
Korea intended to I ib ra tc• the pop­
ulation of SouLlt Kor a rrorn capital­
istic oppres ·ion and to unify thr 
country, the Soviet Union would re­
main a neutral observer, declaring, 
however, that its sympathy lay on 
the side of the North Korean people 
struggling to reject the oppression. 

However, contrary to Moscow's 
expectations, the ·western Dem­
ocracies reacted to the unprovoked 
aggression of the North Korean forces 
not by verbal or written protest, but 
by force of arms, thus frustrating 
the Kremlin's hope of spreading, un­
impeded, its po,ver over South Korea. 
In the face of this unexpected de­
velopment, the only alternative rl'­

maining to the rulers in the Kr<'mli11 
was to entrust the task of "unifying" 
Korea to Communist China, !unit­
ing its own role to -furnishing mi Ii­
tary supplies and technical aid. 

By adopting this attitude. the 
Kremlin gave the impression of IHF­
ing overcome the difficulty, and in 
one move it gained two objcdiYes: 
on the one hand, to demons! l'ate to 
the world at large and more par­
ticularly to that part of public opin­
;on which is forever vacillating, that 
the Soviet Union is a staunch pillar 
in the defense of peace and that it 
pm·sues a policy of non-interference 
111 the internal affairs of other 
countries; and on the other hand, to 
eliminate the possibility of any Tito­
ist ten<lencies taking root in Red 
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'hina (frequently 111entioned in the 
Western press as a pmisible develop­
ment) because upon 'hina's entry 
inLo the Korean conflict its ties with 
the Free World were automatically 
s<•vered, and it was pw;h d into com­
pll'l economic and poliLical coopera­
tion with Moscow. 

1 n the initial phase of the hostilities, 
1 IH• armed forces of the Western 
lkmocracies, under the sudden 011-

slu nght of the numerically superior 
( '0111111 unist invaders, had to withdraw 
11 l 1110Ht to the tip of the peninsula. 
'l'IH' IC,·cmlin, feeling confident of the 
rn picl victory of the Chinese and 

01·1 h Korean troops, was proclaim­
i Ilg' I he unification of Korea to be 
Lliei ,. 111;1 in objective ( actually mean­
ing 1 h N,tablishment of the Commu­
nist r( .. •im throughout the country). 

But H f't r1· the landing of the United 
Nations f' l'Ces at lnchon, and after 
the re. olution adopted by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations on 
October 7th, 1950 (authorizing the 
United Nations Armed Forces to repel 
the armed attack and to restore inter­
national peace and security in the 
area, to take all appropiate steps to 
insure conditions of stability through­
out Korea and "to establish a unified, 
independent and democratic govern­
ment in the sovereign state of 
Korea"), the idea of unification of 
Korea had passed over to the side of 
democracy. 

The first task with which the new 
administration in the United States 
was faced was to find a way of put­
ting an end to the shooting war in 
Korea, and with this aim in view 
truce negotiations were initiated. Dur­
ing the protracted negotiations, the 
fact that the war in Korea had for its 
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objective the unification or I ill' t•oun­
try was lost sight of and 111<• qu!·sLion 
was not raised. 

At one point Mr. Dullps s11id 1hat 
at the forthcoming pol it i1·11 I con­
ference the Western pow<•1·s would do 
everything possible in 01•dp1• lo 1H·hieve 
the unification of Ko,·<•11, i 11d i ·ating 
that the existing parLit io11 11111y be a 
source of further in ·id(•nti; 1111d that 
the unification is in l111• i11!<•1·ests of 
the co1mtry itself. How('V<'I', ii is very 
doubtful whether any poi;i ti VC' aim of 
this nature can be attai11(•d merely by 
negotiations at a co11 i'Pl'ence table. 
Experience in dealing- with Commu­
nist rulers has shown t illl<' and again 
that no results can b • obtained by 
peaceful negotiation , but only by 
decisive action. 

It should be kept in mind that in 
politics, and especially during an 
armed conflict, no fixed line of rigid 
policy exists; on the contrary there 
can always be detected a line of maxi-
11rnm program and a line of minimum 
f)l'ogram. "\Vheneve-r one of the bel­
ligerents feel that thr situation as 
it has developed does not provide a 
favorable climate for the maximum 
J}l'Ogram, he puts forwc11·d the mini­
"' nm program. 

When this point was l'rached in the 
Korean conflict, the military action 
was stopped and it was agrercl to sign 
tit armistice and to call a political 
('onference, to which a great deal of 
Ii ope was attached by the Free \N orld. 

l-iubsequently, it became clear that 
I hr Communists did not want the con­
l'!•,·ence to take place and were mak­
ing considerable efforts either to pre­
vPnt its taking place altogether, or 
11 I least to postpone its meeting for as 
long as possible. In our opinion, there 
is a profound political purpose under-

lying this •ours of' Hction on the part 
of the Sovi L lJ11io11 which might be 
of benefit to tlw ('0111111u11i. t rulers, 
and which thus cxpl11 i 11s their eager­
ness and tenacity i 11 11111 i II I II i II i 11g their 
stand. 

The shooting war is ovc,· i 11 Korea, 
but a tense military situation con­
tinues, and obviously as long as the 
political conference is deferred the 
"\Vestern Democracies cannot with­
draw their troops. It is true that the 
allies of the Soviet Union, the Chinese 
Communists, are also manning their 
lines, nevertheless there is a consider­
able difference in their respective 
positions: first, the amount of ma­
terial used and the expenditure for 
the upkeep of the Chinese troops is 
negligible as compared with the re­
qnirements for the maintenance of 
the Un.itrd Nations forces, with the 
result that tl1e Democracies have to 
bea,· a heavy financial burden, while 
Communist China has very little; sec­
ondly, the Chinese Communists are ac­
complishing a useful purpose, for 
them, in retaining the Western Dem­
~cracies' attention in IGorea, thus 
freeing the Kremlin's hand for ac­
tion in the rest of the world. 

The best illustration of these tac­
tics is provided by the situation in 
ludo-China which is largely ignored 
by the ·western World, except for 
the voice of France who, in view of 
her internal dissensions and political 
instability, is ineffectively trying to 
attract the general attention to this 
danger spot on the common front, but 
without much success. 

We, as representatives of a nation 
oppressed by the Communists, deeply 
respecting every national movement 
aimed at liberation and because of 
the great sacrifices made by the Indo-
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Chinese peoples in their struggle fol' 
independence, feel that it is urgent i,o 
point out the serious danger thr·<'H I <'ll 

jng the entire cause of i Ii<• I•' I'!' ' 
World, by the concrete ef'l'ol'IH ol' llrn 
Indoc.Chinese Commu11istH lo Hi!'X<1 
power in that countl'y. 'l'liis <·0111'1icL, 
unmistakably, was i 11HI ig-11 t <'d 11 nd iH 
supported by ovi 1, p1·op11g-1111<111, 1111d 

France, weakcnC'd ns she is, iN not, i11 
a position to s,tv<' I 11clo-Ch i 11a from 
Communist invasion a11d e111-;lavcn1.C'11L 
by her own unaid d l'f'orts. 

'!.'hat is wl1y th Western Dem­
ocracies, while safeguarding the legiti­
mate demands of the Indo-Chinesc 
people for self-rule, must take deci ·ivc 
steps to prevent the triumph of Com­
munist power in that area and 
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the setting up of y t another puppet 
government on the pattern of that of 
Mao-Tse-tung. 

Moreover, if the a. snmption is made 
that the whole episode of the Korean 
c·onflict was, to a certain degree, of 
h!'nefit to the Communist rulers in 
I liC'ir devious ways towards the con­
q ur. 't of the world, the Western Dem-
0<·1·r1cies should be aware that the con-
1'1 i<•t in Indo-China might lead to 
<'V<'II more serious results. At present, 
I Ii ii,; problem appears to be the most 
p l'<'i-N in g one to be solved by the Free 
Wol'ld, and the future of the Free 
Wol'ld will be largely influenced by 
ils dC' •ision in the matter of ludo­
( '11 i IHI. 

A New Georgian fllonastery 
Discovered in Bethlehem 

DURING THE excavation at Bir-el-
Quatt (Bethlehem) in 1953, the 

Rev. Virgilio Corbo of the Order of 
the Franciscan Brothers of the Holy 
Land, who was in charge of the ex­
cavations, discovered the ruins of a 
Georgian Monastery whose existence 
was unknown until then. The floor 
of the monastery is covered with a 
multi-colored mosaic and there are 
four inscriptions in Georgian, one 
intact and three damaged. Judging 
by the historical data, by the paleo­
graphic character of the inscriptions 

and by their content, the monastery 
and the inscriptions date from the 
Vlth century of our era. 

'l'he inscriptions have a tremen­
dous interest as they are the most 
ancient Christian inscriptions in any 
langiwge discovered up to the present 
in Palestine. 

Number 16, January 1954, of the 
'' Bedi Kartlisa,'' a Georgian publi­
cation appearing in Paris, gives a 
photogTaph of the intact inscription 
and a full description of the find by 
the Rev. P. M. Tarkhnishvili. 

IN memory of 

C O L ONE L P R I N C E A M I L A K V A R I, 
Commanding Officer of the 13th Brigad of the 

Fr French Foreign Legion 

DEA TII OF A HERO·X· 
by 

MAJ R ALEXIS D. TCHENKELI, 

of the 13th Brigade of the Free French Foreign Legion. 

"Colonel AMILAKV ARI-this young war 
leader of legendary gallantry." 

General Charles DE GAULLE. 

PROLOGUE ... 
Abont the end of March 1941, the Vichy Go,vernment 

of France passed the foUowi'mg sentence, with orders for it 
to be widely dtisseminated amongst the units of the Foreign 
Legion stationed in North Africa, Syria, and Indochina; 

" .. . is sentenced to death, after be,ing cashiered and 
stricken from the National Order of the Legion of 
H ononr, the named: 

AMILAKV ARI, DIMITRI, 
-formerly. Captain of the Foreign Legion, for 

Desertion and Treason ... 

FROM MOROCCO TO MASSAW A, VIA NARVIK 

IN THE FRENCH FOREIGN LE­
GION there was not an officer nor 

a legionary who did not know this 
Captain Amilakvari, a man com­
pletely absorbed in his calling­
zealous, unremitting, at time!'; st.ern 
almost to the point of ruthless se­
verity. 

A Georgian by birth, he was des­
eended from the noble family of tl1e 
Amilakhoris, a family which had 
"'iven the kingdom of Georgia many 
illustrious military leaders before 
the annexation of their country by 
Russia in 1801. 

Dimi·tri Amilakvari, the second son 
of Prince George, was born in Geor-

g·ia in 1906. When he was about fif­
teen years of age his country was 
treacherously invaded by the Russian 
Reds mthout a declaration of war. 
He and his family were obliged to 
flee abroad. The Amilakvaris settled 
in France, fervently hoping that 
their exile might be brief, that a 
miracle would soon intervene to crush 
the Bolsheviks and free Georgia from 
their yoke. 

In 1924 young Dimitri entered the 
Saint-Cyr Military Academy. Deeply 
impressed by the fate of his home­
land, he was fired with but one 
ambition. '' I wish to become a good 

*Covyright by Alexis D. Tchenkeli, April, 1954. ~~ 
L.'.>.:1.'.>l"i0l30~f'lt, .l.'.>l"i~.'.>806<!>f)t, 

O~l'l3E;:J!!'.'f) 3:')o~Of'ICJCJ/i 
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general and to liberate Georgia from 
the Reds," he said. Fortunately, at 
that time neither he nor any of his 
friends could foresee that seventeen 
years later, by ironic circumstance, 
they would be fighting as allies of 
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those same Redf:l ... From that day 
forward, his desil" t make an actu­
ality of his dream II l"g-ed him on to 
daring deeds in wh ieh ht' always tried 
to surpass himself, liowevc1· desperate 
the odds might be. 

Colonel Prince AMILAKV ARI, 
the 13th Brigade Commander. 

Two years later, in 1926, he was 
graduated as a regular army officer 
and was assigned to the French 
Foreign Legion at Sidi-Bel-Abbes, 
Algeria. That was why the legionaries 
called him '' the pure, '' a nickname 
they give to an officer who joins the 
Foreign Legion direct from the 
Military Academy. Shortly after, 
2nd-Lieutenant Amilakvari was sent 
to Morocco, to fill one of the gaps 
made amongst the subaltern officers 
by losses in the Riff War ( 1925-
1926). In those days the situation 
,ms far from settled; military opera­
tions were still going on in South 
Morocco, which was held by the 4th 
Regiment of the Legion, to which 
Amilakvari was attached. Thereafter, 
the young Georgian fought on every 
battlefield of Africa and Europe 
where the Foreign Legion served. 

Everywhere he distinguished him­
self by his conspicuous gallantry and 
valorous deeds. 

'' Prince Amilakvari is in all ways 
great,'' General Monclar of the 
Foreign Legion used to say, "his 
height, his carriage, his gallantry, .. 
I am sure he will be even greater in 
his death.'' 

"Our fighting prince is our ex­
ample, and we will follow him even 
to hell,'' said the legionaries, who 
have the reputation of being sparing 
of praise for their officers. 

. During the Moroccan campaigns, 
Amilakvari was several times men­
tioned in despatches for his match­
less daring and courage, and in 1936 
he wa promoted to the rank of 
captain by selec,tion. Althoug:h a 
foreigner, he was the youngest cap­
tain in the whole French Army. 
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Captain AMILAKV ARI and his legionaries 
marching through the Champs-Elysees, 

Paris, before their departure for 
Norway. 

A'l' 'l'HE OUTBREAK of the Sec­
ond ·world ,Var France sent a 

brigade of the Foreign Legion to 
Norway, the 13th Brigade under 
Colonel M:onclar, at whose insistence 
Captain Amilakvari , was assigned to 
his unit. The brigade landed in Nor­
way in April 1940, ,vith Amilakvari 
in command of a company of heavy 
machine guns. 'l'he allied forces were 
ill equipped; they were short of 
artillery, as well as of anti-tank and 
antiLa,.i_rcraft guns; mainly they 
lacked air bases, which had been 
8eized beforehand by the Germans. 
All these negative factors spelled the 
d om of the Norwegian expedition, 
and the decision was finally made 
to withdraw the troops before they 
were annihilated by the Gerruans. 011 

May 1st to 2nd, the withdrawal of 
the 13th Brigade was protected by 
J\ milakvari 's machine g-uns. They 
w re disposed along the beach, wheTe 
I hey repulsed assault after assault 
of the Germans. 

The young captain was standing­
i II the midst of his company, direct­
ing- the fire on the Germans, when 

Colonel l\Ionclar passed by, ex­
hauf:lted and plainly out of sorts. 
Amilakvari regarded his commander 
quizzically, with his steady blue 
eyes. "Well," ·grumbled Colonel 
l\1onclar testily, "are you not glad 
to see me alive?" 

"Not so much that," answered 
Amilakvari, '' I just want to see how 
you will manage to get out of the 
mess you are in!" 

'' By his brilliant covering action, 
Amilakvari saved us from total des­
truction that day, hard-pressed as 
we were by the Germans," the com-
1nander said later, after he had be­
come General Monclar. 

Back at Narvik again, the legion­
aries and their valiant captain fought 
furiously during the assault of twen­
ty-four hours, until the town was 
captured and the Germans were com­
pelled to fall back. When at the be­
ginning of June the Allies decided 
to evacuate all of Norway, the 13th 
Brio·ade withdrew from the Narvik 
·are; ·and shortly thereafter was. 
landed in England. 

The 17th of June marked the down-
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fall of France, with her decision to 
abandon her allies and sue for a 
separate peace. The next day, Genr1·1tl 
De Gaulle, making his famous ap1H•11 I 

from London, summoned a 11 I•' 1·(•1• 
Frenchmen to continue the• rig·ht 111. 
Britain's side. Without hrHi tat ion, 
Prince Amilakvari ancl II H r-ly all 
of his legionaries-" th c o II I y rn 11, 
who gave the only victory to Franc '' 
-remained in England to fight. 

At the beginning of 1941, Major 
Amilakvari, now commanding a bat­
talion of the l◄'oreign Legion, with 
his usual courage and spirit took 
an active part in the campaign in 
East Africa, mainly at Agordat, 
Alghera, and Keren. Here the Ital­
ians put up the most vigorous and 
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t •nacious fight that had yet been 
1·ncountered. At MaHsH wa, by a dar­
i 11g rush through th town, Amilak­
vari w;i.th his battalion managed 
to reach the harbor, where they 
<in ptured two Italian d stroyers and 
11 large number of prisoners, includ­
ing the admiral commanding the 
It al ian fleet in Eritrea and his whole 
1-1t11l"f. 

Arter this campaign, by special 
or-d<•r of General Catroux, Com-
1111111clrr-in-Chief of the Free French 
fon·<'H in the Middle East, Amilakvari 
w111-1 made Lieutenant-Colonel and 
Uolll111ander of the 13th Brigade, 
1111<1 this on the very day that the 
Vichy Oovernment issued his death 
se•1Jtp11 •c for "desertion and treason." 

BROTHERS-ENEMIES 

A FEW MONTHS later, at the be­
ginning of June, the British and 

Free French forces, including the 
13th Brigade, were to cross from 
Palestine into Syria, in order to pre­
vent the Germans from securing a 
hold on that country with the con­
nivance of Vichy. In fact, despite 
the assertion to the contrary of the 
French High Commissioner, General 
Dentz, and even his word of honor, 
this French mandated territory was 
filled not only with Axis military 
and civilian commissons, but the 
Syrian airfields and harbors were 
in the hands of the Luftwaffe and 
the Kriegsmarine. 

The British and French com­
manders, Sir Henry Maitland Wilson 
and General Catroux, anxious to in­
flict as few casualties as possible 
upon their former allies, ordered 
their troops not to use force except 
where absolutely necessary. Thus the 
beginning of the Allies' march was 
supported only by leaflet-dropping 
planes, and at first no resistance was 
encountered. This seemed to confirm 
the opinion of many high-ranking 
officers who said that, if brought 
face to face, Frenchmen would not 
fight against one another. Only Colo-

11el A 111 i lalcvari disagreed with this 
opinion. IJc warned persistently dur­
ing the wn r council that, in contact 
with thc' I• rce French, the Vichy 
French would fight-and desperately 
-and hp n•qursted that he be sent to 
Lybia with his Brigade. , 

'' As for me,'' he said, after his 
request had been denied, '' I flatly 
refuse to take up arms against my 
former legionaries, com·e what may.'' 

Nevertheless, the British and 
French troops marched into Syria 
on June 8th. Very shortly, a con­
siderable resistance was encountered 
in many sectors, especially at Merd, 
jaoun, and this slowed down the 
advance towards Damascus. By June 
18th, however, the encirclement of 
Damascus was almost complete, and 
the 13th Brigade had penetrated 
into the gardens which surround the 
city. The advance became more and 
more arduous. By a stroke of ill luck, 
the sector attacked by the 13th Bri­
gade was held by the Vichy Foreign 
Leo-ion. From one side of the front 
lin~ to the other one could hear in­
vective and such sallies as: 

"Braun, you're a traitor, but I'm 
reserving a hot welcome for you! '' 

"Lay down your arms, Werner, 
and come on, let's have a drink.'' 
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These and similar i11vil11lie111 11111•11 
enforced with the stirri11 1·1111 1111cl 
rattle of musketry and 11111e•l11111• 11111-1. 

Smoke blended with th1• 11111o,I 11h1<'11 
surrounded the J)ll I 111 I 1·1•P , 1111cl 
the brilliancy of 1 he• 111111·111111,4" w111-1 
streaked with tong-111•1-1 ol' l'lrc> lik<• 
lightning flashes. 'l'ow111·cl I )1111111N('IIH 
there was a great c·o111111e1ti1111 in the• 
smoke; the machi11<• 1111 01cl 1101 
slacken, but rath r i111•rp111-11•d tllC'ir 
furious firing. Th(• le• lo1111ri<•H or 
the 13th Brigade, 1'11111'11 to the 
ground, were awaiti111,1" 01·dl't'H to move 
forward, when all ('.Yl'H W<'l"I' simul­
taneously drawn tow111·dH th bri­
gade commander. 

Wrapped in his wide dark cape, 
wearing his new C'olo11c·I 's kepi, his 
stripes shining, forwn rd strode Amil­
akvari, straight a .. <, an arrow, his 
strong face impassive, his half-closed 
eyes heavy from lack of sleep. Look­
ing straight ahead, he walked on, 
silently and unhurriedly, toward 
the raging machine guns. 

''Colonel,'' shouted Captain de 
Saint. H., "please, for God's sake, 
shelter yourself! " 

Amilakvari made no reply. Bullets 
were whistling and singing all around 
him, but he walked steadily on. 
Suddenly, his men, taut in their 
prone position, noticed that a stir 
l1ad begun to run through the Vichy 
legionaries; they had ceased firing, 
and were falling back, abandoning 
their dismantled machine guns. 
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( 111le1111•I A 11til11kv1Lri glanced indif­
i'l't'l'tll l,1 111 cl11 H11i11t-1L., as much as 
to Mil,\. '' \'e111 HC'I', it isn't worth 
whil<• to h11th1'I' 11ith trirles." Then 
11<• g-11VI' onlJ11·1-1 tn re•1-1111111• the advance. 

At tl1p 11e•xt 1h11 lmil stand, the 
1-1n111<· t lti11g-tool pl11<•e1, a11d the 13th 
lfrig-11clc•, I cl by it1-1 <·olo111'i, 1·t'ached 
th<' :-iyrian ~apital, l)111111tH(·111-1. 

"'l'h1111k Gol," cx•l11i111<•d th(' le­
g-io11arie•s, 111orc rrli 'Ved l'or th ir 
colo11C'I 1han by the rail or tlH' eity. 
I lc•11ri11g-tl1C'ir words, AmilHkvari 
si111ply s111ilcd in his r served non­
eo11rn1ittal way. 

'' Whrn l r cognized the prince, 
I rC'f11sc•cl to pre s the trigger," said 
a Vi •hy legionary later. "You know, 
I was with him in Morocco." 

At lllid11ight on July 12th-13th, 
after a five-weeks' campaign, hostili­
ties ended in Syria. 

'' The most I have suffered,'' 
Colonel Amilakvari said of this epi­
sode, '' was whC'n 1 met my former 
African friend with the Vichy 
1• or<'ign L<'gion. 'l'he legionarie'I 
joi necl me :pontaneously, but many, 
too many, of their officers remained 
with Vichy. 'l'hat I never expected. 
'You arc sentenced to death,' they 
told me. Well, they could be right; 
we may receive no more reinforce­
ments until Africa is free. Until that 
time all of us are sentenced to die 
sooner or later ... but of course, we 
will sell our lives as dearly as we 
can." 

THE BIR-HAKIM EPIC 

AFTER, THE SYRIAN campaign 
Colonel Amilakvari worked hard 

with his brigade in Egypt. With the 
legionaries who had joiuccl him at 
Damascus he organized four bat­
talions, mobile and especially armed 
for independent operations. He also 
worked out an anti-tank fighting 
system of his own, and personally 
directed the training of his men ac­
cording to this system. However, 
l1 is ideas were criticized by many, 
generally by staff officers, who had 

never before met with the colonel's 
stubbornness. One day, in the presence 
of French and British officers, Amil­
akvari displayed his brigade to 
demonstrate his methods, especially 
that of fire concentration in front of 
a battalion position under attack by 
light and medium tanks. These 
methods were approved by only a 
few of those present, but later they 
were to be highly appreciated and 
praised by-General Rommel. 
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In 1941 General Rommel took 
command of the Axis forces in 
Cyrenai:ca and from that time on 
the situation of the British 8th Army 
was seriously imperiled. By the 
middle of January 1942, Rommel 
had not only out-manoeuvred the 
British, but by driving his Panzer 
columns unremittingly he had slashed 
his way to Egypt through Bengazi, 
Agedabia, Barce, and Mekili. 

To stop him the British established 
a line heavily protected by mine­
fields, running from the coast west 
of El-Gazala to the desert post of 
Bir-Hakim. The defense of Bir­
Hakim was entrusted to the Brigade­
Group of General Koenig; an officer 
of the French Foreign Legion, which 
had taken over in this area in Feb­
ruary of 1942. 
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This unit consisted of 3,600 men 
with-

4 battalions of the 13th Brigade 
under Colonel Amilakvari 

2 battalions of colonial troops 
1 medium artillery regiment, and 
1 battalion of the Marines, in 

charge of the anti-aircraft defense. 
The stronghold of Bir-Hakim was 

in the form of a huge rectangle; its 
eastern, southern, and western sides 
were defended by the 13th Brigade, 
the colonial units holding the north­
ern line. 

As soon as his unit was established, 
Amilakvari organized his three-sided 
front in a skilfully planned system 
of field positions and small defe~se 
works, all surrounded by dense mme 
fields and so disposed that the ap-
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proaches could be SW('pt wit,lt grazing 
fire of all arms. l•'or- tt('11rly three 
months he was O('('IIJ)il'd improving 
the established posit ion, and his 
legionaries were •011sl1111tly at work 
digging holes, dC('() 11111-row trenches, 
and laying new 111itt(' fields; most 
of the vehicles w<'I"(' lt111 r buried in 
the ground. On P1t(•lt front of his 
brio·ade Amilakv11r-i ('t"<'('.Led a fort 
to ~helter unit,; k<'pt itt r-cadiness for 
either sorties by ror-<•(', or counter­
attacks inside t It<' posit ion, in case 
of the enemy'i-, irr-11ption ... As a 
matter of fact, wlt<'ll Bir-Hakim had 
fallen and Ro1111tH'I inspected the 
shattered remn,ints or the fortress, 
he found nearly 011<' thousand COII\­
bat positions, and it was for this 
reason that th<' Uc1·man 90th Motor­
ized Division had to wage such a 
bitter struggle ... Besides these works, 
the "lono- range desert groups" of 
the 13th 

0

Brigade daily carried out 
harassing operations behind the. Ger­
man and Italian lines. 

By the middle of May, with the 
weather improving, signs of increased 
activity behind the Axis front gave 
evidence that Rommel was ready to 
start his second dffensive. On the 
afternoon of May 26th he put his 
forces into motion. While in the 
north the Italian divisions launcl1ed 
a deceptive attack against the Gazala 
line, Rommel's striking force moved 
on, with 10,000 vehicles made up of-

2 Panzer division.· 
1 German motorized division 
1 German reconnais. ance division, 
and 

2 Italian armored div is ions. 
Rommel's plan was to outflanJ, 

Bir-Hakim, while the A rietC' Armored 
Division, following up, was then to 
liquidate it quickly, afterwards push­
ing on to the coast to cut off and 
destroy the British in the Gazala 
area. 

Thus the success of Rommel's 
whole manoeuvre depended on the 
quick fall of Bir-Hakim, which would 
save time and clear the road to Tob­
ruk, Alexandria, and the Suez Canal. 
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011 l\111,r 27th the battle of Bir­
Hakirn rl a l't'd II p. 

That day, 11 I, !J a.m., in a swirl­
ing cloud. or dw;t c111d sand, seventy 
medium tanks or t lit' A riete Armored 
Division appean•d ,;uclcl<'1ily in battle 
array on the ca1:,!c'rn l"ront. At the 
same time Amilakvari 's tall, un­
mistakable' form appNl l'<'d, striding 
calmly towards the for war l defenses. 
But a change had come over his face; 
it expressed such concentrated deci­
sion as is shown by a man who comes 
face to face with someone whom he 
had expected with eagerness. 'l'he 
lackadasical air, the deceptive leth­
argy, had vanished completel~, a~d 
his keen blue eyes looked disdam­
fully ahead. Stretching out his arms, 
he said: 

"At last! They are here!" And he 
walked from one gun to another, 
giving his last-minute instructions. 

A few seconds passed, long as 
centuries. Then, turning to his artil­
lery men, Arnilakvari nodded. 

"Pire!" 

The desert was rent with lightning 
flashes and soon more than twenty 
tanh were afire, but six others, push­
ing forward, managed to draw near 
the fort. Soon they, too, were ablaze. 
The rest of them gave up the assault 
and took cover behind the sand hills, 
leaving on the spot thirty-two tanks 
wreathed with black smoke. The 
"flying squads" of the brigade, 
das-hing out from the fort, capture_d 
the Italians who had abandoned their 
armor amono· them the Italian colo­
nel who co;manded the tank regi­
ment. This attack cost the Ariete 
Division about seventy tanks in fif­
teen minutes. After this heavy fight­
ing the enemy kept respectfully quie~. 

Towards 6 p.m. a convoy of Itali_a~ 
supply vehicles, arriving from l\lelnh, 
drove quietly into the fort, as though 
nothing had happened. The convoy 
commander and his drivers showed 
great surp:rjise ·when they fo"?-nd 
themselves surrounded by the legion-
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aries_. Later it was learned that, ac­
cordmg to the plan of General lfom­
mel, Bir-Hakim should already have 
fallen that very morning. 

At twilight Colonel Amilakvari was 
walking with General Koenig along 
the southern. front to check the dam­
age inflicted by the pounding of the 
enemy artillery, when the alarm 
captain ( Captain E.) passed by. 

''Well,'' the general called out, 
'' How are you, old rabbit?'' 

'' Much better than this morning, 
sir, when I was in a state of great 
fear,'' replied the captain. Then, as 
though ashamed of himself, he cleared 
off. 

'' Lucky dog,'' said Amilakvari 
with envy, and he went on, as if 
talking to himself, "All my life I 
have been fighting, and I have never 
known fear. I shouldn't like to die 
before I know it.'' 

During all this time, Rommel's 
striking force was surging forward, 
and its repeated assaults destroyed 
the British armor which was thrown 
piecemeal into the battle. When the 
last British defense had fallen at 
Got-el-Ualeb, the German operation 
zone was cleared except for the Bir­
Hakim area. Despite the fact that it 
had been cut off on three sides­
west, north, and south-the raiding 
parties of the 13th Brigade were 
continually making sorties, laying 
mines and ambushes along the tracks, 
and destroying the German supply 
columns to such an extent that the 
Germans were forced to use armor 
and self-propelled guns for their 
protection. 

For all these reasons, Rommel now 
focused his whole attention on Bir­
Hakim; the destruction of this south­
ern anchor of the British system was 
essential to the full security of his 
flank and rear, and with increasing 
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intensity he concentrnted on this 
point tanks, infantry, artillery and 
dive-bombers. From then on a battle 
of extraordinary fierce11c:,;s went on, 
despite heavy casualtici-;, tor ten 
whole days. Both sides performed 
superhuman feats. 

On the night of June 1st, two crack 
divisions, the German 90th Motorized 
Divi ion ( consisting of ] 5,000 men, 
250 anti-tank guns, 36 rnrcl i um artil­
lery pieces, and 2,600 vehicles) and 
the Italian Trieste Armored Division 
of nearly equal strength," moved 
against Bir-Hakim, which was thus 
shut off from the east, and completely 
cut off fro.:rn, the outs.ide wbdd. 
Before launching the attack under 
his personal leadership, General Rom­
mel sent an Italian general with an 
ultimatum to surrender. 

"Vvc have enough ammunition,'' 
was the brusque answer of Koenig 
and Amilakvari. 

"You arc great soldiers, signori," 
rejoined the Ltalian officer before 
leaving in l1is car which flew a white 
flag. 

At midday, June 2nd, after a 
heavy barrage and air bombardment, 
the Trieste Division stormed straight 
from the north and the east, and the 
90th ::lfotorized Division from the 
south and southeast. Yet for all the 
enemy's dash, the legionaries hung 
on grimly to the end in their narrow 
trenches, spewing out a hail of fire 
from all arms. Despite the fact that 
Rommel himself had taken over com­
mand of the attacking forces, and 
despite their stupendous efforts, as­
sault after assault was halted, and 
in the evening Rommel called off 
the attack. 

Once again next day, before resum­
ing bis assault, Rommel sent an 
ultimatum, handwritten, which ran 
as follows: 
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General ROMMEL's ultimatum. 

To the troops of Bfr-IIakim-
Any fiirthei· resistance will only 

serve to 11selessly shed nwi·e blood. 
r oii will snff er the same fate as the 
British Brigades which were exterrni­
natecl at Got-el-Ualeb the clay before 
yesterday. 1V e shall cease firing when 
yon raise the white flag ancl conic 
lowards ns without anns. 

ROMMEL 
Colonel General 

General Koenig handed it to 
Amilakvari, and they looked at one 
another. 

"vVell, my old rabbit," said the 
general, '' Rommel is thundering.'' 

'' Let him come,'' said Ami la kvari, 
"our guns will take care of him. Any­
way, that's the only answer." 

After a short while, the artillery 
of Bir-Hakim opened fire on all the 
enemy units that tried to approach 
the position. 

On June 4th, 8 a.m., two British 
soldiers, captured the previous day, 
came to the eastern gate, sent by 
Rommel with another ultimatum 
( written in English) demanding 
surrender. The same answer was 
given as on the day before. 

After the three-day pause in the 
fighting, Rommel resumed his fierce 
assaults, supported now not ouly by 
tl1e non-stop attacks of the Luftwaffe, 
but by fresh auxiliary units drawn 
from the African Corps. It was ap­
parent that the German general, who 
had drawn much criticism for the 
failure of his tactics, had decided to 
fight to the finish. 

On June 6th, early in the morning, 
Bir-Hakim was attacked £,imul­
taneously from the north by the fresh 
units, and from the south by the 90th 
Motorized Division. Both -Qf these 
attacks came to a halt with heavy 
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losses. At 11 o'clock, the 90th Divi­
sion resumed its assault and its spear­
heads managed to approach within 
half a mile; but there the legiona r-i s' 
tire tore wide gaps in their ranks, 
and by late evening the attack had 
been definitely halted. Duei11g the 
night, however, the a ·sailants ap­
proached under cover o[ darkness to 
within a short distance. Tltey stormed 
at dawn, after a terrific artillery 
and air bomoardment. Again Amilak­
vari 's legionaries fended off the at­
tack by the fire of all available arms. 
Only in the north did the enemy suc­
ceed in capturing the observation 
post of the l~rench artillery. 

During the night, to exlrnust the 
defenders, the Germans fired flares 
continuously from the air and the 
ground, and the position was pep­
pered with machine-glm fire. 

On the morning of June 8th, the 
renewed attack of the 90th Division 
was again repulsed with undiminished 
energy, and the storming units suf­
fered grievous losses. The next day, 
to support the assault of the 90th 
Division, Rommel urgently drew an­
other fresh unit from the Africa 
Corps. 

Since the previous evening the 
balance of forces had been dipping 
in favor of Rommel. The garrison of 
Bir-Hakim had begun to run short 
of ammunition, supplies, and especi­
ally of water and dressings for the 
increasing number of wounded. 

The next morning, June 10th, 
fresh German units succeeded at long 
last in widening the gap on the 
northern side, in spite of the desper­
ate resistance offered by the colonial 
troops. 'l'he legionaries, rushing in 
at close quarters, closed the gap and 
drove back the enemy, while in the 
south and east Amilakvari 's posi­
tions remained unshaken. 

By now Rommel had begun to 
doubt that he could overcome the 
defenders. In the afternoon, he 
ordered the 15th Panzer Division 
to move post-haste to Bir-Hakim for 
an a 11-out attack set for the morning 
of ,Tune 12th. 
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But dming the night of June 10th, 
the bulk of the Free .l!'rcuch garrison 
broke out and, under th ' protection 
o[ the 13th Brigade-w11ich had 
fought for hours to break the sur­
rounding ring-succeeded in joining 
np with the British main l'orces. 

I .ii the early morning of June 11th, 
the Uerman 90th Division, taking 
uol o[ the unusual quiet inside Bir­
llakim, advanced towards it, only t-0 
di· ·over that the garrison had broken 
out, I aving behind about 600 graves 
and 53 demolished guns. 

Thi,• remarkable achievement, fol­
lowi11g a fifteen-day epic resistance, 
cost th (Jerman and Italian divi­
sions-i 11 close-range fighting alone-
90 ta 11k8 and armored vehicles, 7 
dive bombers, and 279 prisoners, be­
sidei; the grievous looses they suf­
.f re l in men and material in the 
lo11g-ra 11gc fighting. 

'' General Koenig, remember to 
tell your men that all !➔'ranee is 
watctrnJO', and that you are her 
pride,'' wired General de Gaulle. 

General Rommel himself praised 
the '' remarkable achievement'' of 
the defenders, and in particular the 
skiJ fuJly planned system-" the ex­
cellent defense system' '-established 
by Colonel Amilakvari. 

To be sure, it would be unworthy 
to minimize by one iota the role and 
responsibilities of General Koenig, 
,vho was in command of the whole 
Bir-Hakim defense operation. Had 
the battle been lost, it is he who 
"·ould have had to bear the brunt of 
criticism and dissatisfaction, just as 
in the case of General Rommel. 

On the other hand, Colonel Amilak­
vari was not only the real fighting 
s)·mbol of that epopee, but the heart 
and soul of a fifteen-day grimly 
fought struggle. Against crushing 
odds, he with his brigade defended 
the front which bore the main shock 
of the whole battle, and he succeeded 
in holding his position intact. 

"From June 6th onward," said 
his men, "he surpassed himself be­
yond all limits of human possibility; 
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day and night he was in 0111· 111idst, 
sleeping not at all, resting- 1101, at all, 
but giving orders, IPf1di11g-(•ounter­
attacks, always in th<' t lli<·i< of the 
fighting. vVe wonder·c'd how il(' could 
hold his head up.'' 

General Rommel 1'1·111licly r1drnitted 
that "seldom was ht> µ;ivc'11 such a 
hard-fought strugg-lP,'' IIH when, on 
June 2nd, he atlfl<•kt•d tlw south 
front of Bir-Hakim wit Ii l11e pick 
of his army. 

IT MUST BE 81\ 11) I hat the bat­
tle of Bir-Hakim has 11 'Ver received 

the attention it a ·Lually deserves. 
More interest has b ''11 shown in the 
critical developm 'II Ls following its 
fall than in th a·hievements which 
.paved the way for later success at 
El Alamein, still later in l:i'rench 
North Africa, and finally in Asia 
and perhaps elsewhere. 

'fhe bare facts speak for them-
selves: • 

1--On May 26th, when Rommel 
launched his full-scale offensive, his 
striking force consisted of 4 armored 
and 2 motorized divisions. The bat­
tle of Bir-Hakim not only occupied 2 
armored divisions (Ariete, Trieste, 
and later the 15th Panzer) and 2 
motorized divisions ( the 90th and the 
combat groups) but it had impeded 
the arrival of supplies, and thus 
diminished the fightinrr power of 
the rest of the striking mass which 
was operating against the British. 
But even with this reduced trength, 
Rommel succeeded in destroying the 
British armor and complct ly clear­
ing the operation zone. 

If R-0mmel had had available the 
divisions which were tied llp at Bir­
Hakim for ten to fifteen days before 
it fell, his offensive undou btedlv 
would have scored far more terrify­
ing achievements. Herr, is the irrefut­
able proof of it: 

After Bir-Hakim. when Rommel 
was at fast able to throw his whole 
weight into one concentrated blow, 
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the r ·ult wm; disastrous for the 
British th rn1y. 

On Juuc IHtll, U1, El-Adem and 
Rezegh stro.11n·l1oldi; had fallen; on 
the ~1st, after a si 11gl , day's battle, 
'fobruk, the strong 'Hi l'ortress in 
North Africa, wilh a garrison of 
more than 3 divisiom,, a 11d sub ·tan­
tial stores, had fallen to the Uermans; 
on the same day tbey captured 
Bardia; on June 26th, Capuzzo, 801-
lum, Halfaya, and 8idi-Barrani. 
Moving eastward in full strength, 
and swinging his armor to the south 
to threaten the British with encircle­
ment, on June 19th Rommel took 
l\'Iarsa-l\fatruh, the Egyptian fort­
ress with its excellent water supply 
and its road and rail connection. 

By July 1st, he had reached the 
El-Alamein line, only 60 miles from 
Alexandria, the British naval base. 
Nearly exhausted by the grim re­
sistance of Bir-Hakim and the en­
suing eng·agements, Rommel stopped 
the1·e, <1lthough he was very impatient 
to reach the Nile Valley ... That 16-
days' delay was to be fatal to him. 

2-The El-Alamein line, running 
from the sea at Tel-el-Aissa to El­
Ilimeimat southward, was established 
in 1941 astride the gateway to the 
Nile Delta. At this position, the de­
pleted British 8th Army's right 
flank was guarded by the sea, and i1s 
left flank by the depression which 
the soft sand renders impassable 
for vehicles, if not for men. 

·vi7hen Bir-Hakim was surrounded, 
the attention of the British High 
Command was focussed on this line, 
to stop Rommel's headlong advance. 
But the 8th Army was desperatelv 
in need of time to strengthen itself 
by all available reinforcements. That 
was why General Koenig was re­
quested to hold Bir-Hakim for at 
least ten davs. Instead of ten days, 
Bir-Hakim held out for sixteen days 
--without any major relieving at­
tacks, and this period gave the British 
time not only for strengthening their 
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position, but for the arrival of rem­
forcements and supplies, which were 
flowing from the U.B.A. and Or<'at 
Britain. 

'fhe epopee of Bir-Hakim cost the 
l<7 rench grievous losses; th<' enemy 
acti~n made tremendous gaps, main­
ly m the ranks of. 1 he Foreign 
Legion. Thus, with the remnants of 
his brigade, Amilakvari succeeded in 
forming only two small battalions 
with skeleton headquarters. . . ' 

"Didn't I tell you we were sen­
tenced to death," he used to say 
when directing the training of his 
legionaries in Egypt. '' Our turn is 
coming, mark my words.'' 

It was indeed, although he could 
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not then have known how close it 
was. 

During the latter part of August 
Rommel resumed his assault with 
1 he rising of the moo 11, a 11d having 
gilined a very useful mountain posi­
t ion at El-Himeimat on the outhern 
I lank, he stopped again. 

The strongly entrench<'d Mount El­
Him imat, on the crest of which the 
C't1C'my had established an important 
obfl rvation post with a subterranean 
telephone~', emerges like a German 
h lmet from the lip of a rocky pla­
tC'a n. Tts ugly mass is surrounded by 
crumbling cliffs, yello\\' and vertical, 
crack<'d by the scorching sun and 
burni11g sands ... 

TWICE KILLED BEFORE HE DIED 

IN 'fHE BRIGHT still moonlight of 
October 23rd, at 9 :40 p.m., some 

1,260 guns of Montgomery's artil­
lery ranged along a front of six 
miles, one gun to every 20 yards, 
opened fire with a terrific roar. So 
heavy a gun barrage had never been 
put up since Verdun. For many 
hours a hell of fury was let loose on 
the German positions, covered and 
lit with deafening explosions. 

Thus began the battle of El­
Alamein, which turned the tide of 
war in Africa (and consequently 
that of the whole war) against the 
Axis forces, thanks to the Bir-Hakim 
epic. At 22 :00 hours, the British 
assaulting divisions advanced to the 
attack. ~Iontgomery's idea was to 
concentrate the whole weight of his 
attack in the northern sector, and to 
break through with his armor, while 
in the south the other units were in 
charge of a diversionary attack to 
attract the enemy's attention. 

'l'he 13th Brigade of Colonel 
Amilakvari, at the extreme south, 
had to occupy the plateau of El­
Taga, and the mountain of El-Himei­
mat, both of them held by the Italian 
Pavia Division and the German Kiel 
Armored Brigade reinforced by the 
2nd motorized group. 

It is interesting to recall that 

Romm('! 's break-through plan, which 
h_e intendC"d to carry out later, con­
SISted in moving his striking mass 
to the southern part of the front and 
then, rushing iu a headlong thrust 
to the sea, to outflank the 8th Army. 
ConsequenLly, his units were con­
centrnted a 1011g the front according 
to this plan. Thus there was not 
very much to be gained by the diver­
sionary attack in the south, and there 
was no point in sacrificing Amilak­
vari 's brigade to the crusl1ing odds. 
If perm:tted, Rommel had the inten­
tion of manoeuvring as Montgomery 
wished him to, and the clashing zone 
bebYeen the Panzer Army and 
Amilakvari 's Brigade had thus to 
be found in the El-Taga-El Himei­
mat area. 

Late in the morning of October 
23rd, 1942, Amilakvari was ordered 
to move from the southern ridge of 
Deir-el Munassib into his assembly 
area at Qor-el-Labban, \\·ith every 
possible precaution against observa­
tion; then he would deploy his Bri-

*Later, during the battle, this post re­
ported to the artillery on the advance of 
the 13th Brigade to the El-Himeimat and 
the El Taga positions; this explains the 
unusual accuracy and efficiency of the 

enemy fire. 
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gade and join the ge11l'r11I ol'l'<>nsive 
of the 8th Army. AL 11ho11L 18 :00 
?'cloc~r he alerted his unil, 1111<l hav­
mg given orders to I ill' HII pp ,,·s and 
batt~lion command 'l'H, 1110v •d on 
caut10usly, one hour 111,l.<•1·. 'I'll, night 
was bright, and u11ci<'1' 11 ghostly 
moon the legionariPs 11dv1111ced in 
silence; Colonel A111il11I v11l'i wrapped 
up in his wide ca JH', w11 I ked like a 
shadow, without a ill'l111('f from one 
battalion to the ot ii('r, 11:eompanied 
by his staff-officel', 1111cl Iii· old bat­
man. 

By 23 :30 the brig-ad , had reached 
Qor-el-Labban, a 'l'('SL<'Cl hill. After 
a pause, the colon I Hl'IIL Lhe sappers, 
with the 1st ba1,Litl ion in support, 
towards the south c'cige of El-Himei­
m~t, t? clear a passag through the 
mme fileds. Tl1is having been accom­
plished successfully without arous­
ing the enemy's attention the second 
battalion followed, and by midnight 
the brigade was deployed at the end 
of the cleared gap. At 6 o'clock of 
a chilly and damp morning, October 
24th, the assault was ordered. The 
1st Battalion rushed the eastern ridge 
of El-Tago. Instantly it was met 
with a heavy fire of all arms: ma­
chine g·uns, mortars, 88 mm and 105 
mm guns. In spite of this wall of 
fire, the legionaries charged up the 
plateau with such a dash that they 
left many of the enemy nests behind. 
A little while later, the second bat­
talion, with Amilakvari at its head 
stormed the plateau from the south'. 
Suddenly appearing from the north­
ern and western side of thC' rise came 
10 American tanks escorted by the 
same number of armored vehicles. 
The legionaries, taking them for 
friendly armor, got up, and many 
of them advanced cheering, when a 
vast. terrific fire swept the plateau, 
cuttmg them down by entire groups. 
These tanks and vehicles were those 
t~at Rommel had captured at Tobruk 
and pressed into the service of the 
Kiel .Armored Brigade. Suffe1'ing 
heavy losses the battalion fell back. 
Methodically, still under the wither-
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ing 111·c ot' 1 hl' tanks, Amilakvari 
col1e1;Lecl l11s llll'll lleli111d a spur Just 
as the infant1·y ol' 1.11' l'avia div1s1on 
rushing fro111 I Ill' 1~1-'l'a"'a rano·e' 
joined the bait!<•. 'L'hl' l:!L~ Brwad.~ 
had with them 110 gu11s pow:rful 
enough for the task, w, 1 hey could 
not be got up the c1·t11nbl111g slopes 
of the plateau. Nevertlicl<'i;s the fire 
O'f its available anti-tank 'w •apons 

d 
" . , an tank hunters" oblig d tne 

enemy to stop and withdraw, leaving· 
on the ground 2 tanks and 5 vehicles 
set ablaze. Seeing that his heavy 
·weapons could not join the brigade 
over these slopes and soft sand 
Amilakvari ordered his men to des~ 
cend and make for the foot of El­
Himeimat and then for the Qor-el­
L~bban are~. Watching his legion­
aries retreatmg, he stood mot1011les::; 
in kepi and cape, with deliberation 
as if to give the impression that 
there was no need for haste. Again, 
unexpectedly, lVIount El-Himeimat 
and the El-Taga plateau ·whistled 
with rage, and a salvo of shells fell 
into the middle of a platoon. The 
legiona1 ies fell like leaves to the 
ground. Amilakvari 's face was ashen 
but hi,<; blue eyes remained impassive. 
He turned towards the summit of 
El-Himeimat, scanning it question­
ingly. 

'fhe early morning breeze had died 
down, and a new day ·was beino- born 
with a marvelous display of ~olors. 
Again several salvos came whizzing 
from the same direction as before. 
Amilakvari moved slightly and 
glanced at his men passing by. 

'' Crouch dm,vn, '' he ordere<l, in 
a metallic voice. His command was 
followed by deafening explosions all 
around him. Instinctively, his hardy 
men of Bir-Hakim crouched• he 
alone remained motionless still stand­
ing, as if there were no 'menace for 
him in these projectiles. 

By 8 o'clock, the shattered 13th 
Brigade had crossed the mine fields 
and the rear guard approached th~ 
place where the colonel was standing. 

"Was anybody left behind?" he 
asked the commanding officer. 
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'' "\Ve lost no prisoners, sir,'' was 
the short reply. 

Suddenly a terrible shock, a mighly 
fire ball flashed towards his right, 
and in the same instant a noise as 
of a thunder clap shook thr colonel. 
Before falling to the hollowrcl ground 
he hesitated a little, then, as if to 
make a correct military salute, he 
lifted his right arm towards his 
head and sank down. He made a 
desperate effort to get up, but suc­
ceeded only in crouching on his knees 
and elbows, both of his hands holrl­
ing his head, on the right side of 
which a small, deep hole was seen, 
with blood £lowing from it. The 
legionaries hastened back, picked up 
Colonel Amilakvari, and carried him 
down to a knoll, which was sheltered 
by a tank. Laying him upon it, they 
rushed the tank to an ambulance 
standing at the edge of the mine 
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field .. On its way back the ambulance 
received a direct ltit, and was de­
stroyed. "\Vhen Colonel Amilakvari 
was removed from the twisted re­
mains of the truck, there were two 
111ore wounds in his head ... 

"He was twice killed before he 
died,'' said his legionaries, picking 
up his kepi, torn by the splinters, 
and his cape, stained with blood ..• 

Thus ended the life of Colonel 
A milakvari, a Georgian noble, and 
an officer of the French Foreign 
Legion ... 

"] should not like to die without 
knowing fear," he had said at Bir­
Ilakim, and his friend, General 
Koenio· commented sadly when told 

"' of his death: 
'' r am sure the splinters crashed 

in to Prince Amilakvari 's head before 
lie had yrt known fear.'' 

Here lies Colonel AMILAKV ARI, DIMITRI, 
of the Foreign Legion ... 

'' Cowards die many times before their death-The 
iant never taste of death but once.'' 

val­
Shakespeare 
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Queen Thamar the Great 
Rusthaveli and Shotha 

By S1M_ON KvITACHVILI 

JUST BEFORE th(\ IH'ginning of 
World War II, (]porg-in solemnly 

celebrated the 7501 h 111111 iversary of 
the appearance of the f'n111ou. poem of 
the great Georgian poPt, Shotha 
Rllilthaveli-'"l'hr !(night m the 
Tiger's Skin.'' 

Georgian newspapers and maga­
zines, as well as those of all the na­
tionalities which comprise the Soviet 
Union, carried many articles devoted 
to the poem and its creator. Meet­
ings were held and lectures given 
in honor of the poet all over the 
Soviet Union. New and revised trans­
liations of the poem into the Russian 
and other languages appeared, and a 
special postage stamp was issued to 
commemorate the occasion. 

During one of the meetings, that 
of the Association of Georgian 
Writers held in the capital city of 
Georgia, Tbilissi, Mr. Ingorokva, Pro­
fessor of Literature at the State 
University of Tbilissi and one of 
the best qualified commentators on 
Rusthaveli, spoke about the poem and 
its author. In the prologue to his lec­
ture he said: '' Centuriei:; i:;epnrate us 
from the time of Rusthaveli, but 
his immortal poem 'oontinues to stand 
as the magnificent work of an ac­
complished genius, and its influence 
remains as powerful as ever. The- era 
during which Rusthaveli lived and 
created was the era when Georgia 
reached the height of her political 

power and cultural develuvment. 
It is impossible to understand Rustha­
veli 's great work without a deep 
knowledge of the magnificent, origin­
al culture of Georgia of the 11th, 12th 
and 13th centuries. And, in reality, 
where did the universal philosophy 
and the humanism with which the 
poem is impregnated come from? The 
answer, o·f course, is that the great 
cultural movement known as the 
Renaissance began in Georgia cen­
turies before it came to "\Vestern 
Europe.'' 

Professor Ingorokva is quite right. 
Rusthaveli, who unquestionably oc­
cupies one of the foremost places 
among the great creative geniuses of 
the world, wrote a poem which, like 
a mirror, reflects the culture of the 
Georgia of his day. The poem is 
first of all the expression, unique in 
form and style, of the great ideas of 
humanism on which were based the 
political and intellectual life of me­
dieval Georgia. Rusthaveli 's genius 
reveals him as protagonist of these 
great ideas. 

But let us first of all speak o·f the 
personality of the poet. Who was he? 
The enigma of Rusthaveli still exists, 
even though in recent years much 
has been discovered about him and 
the principal questions about his life 
have been solved. 

Rusthaveli was one of many great 
noblemen who surrounded the re-
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splendent court of Queen Thamar the 
Great, who reigned in Georgia from 
1 Hl..J. Lo 1213. The Lord of Rusthavi 
i 11 l::louthwest Georgia, he took 1 It' 
mune of Rusthaveli, which in (kol'­
gian means ''one who co111ps i'l'Olll 
Rusthavi." There is not th 1:,I igl1 L­
est doubt that he was th , man wh 
wrote the "Knio·ht in L11' 'l'i•Y r'i; 
Skin." In the con•luli11g lines o[ 
his poem the author i;ay!l: 

'' .. I sign my name, 
A Meskhi from Rusthavi.'' 

'' Meskhi'' in Georgian means a 
man from Meskheti, the province of 
Georgia where Rusthavi is situated. 

When did Rusthaveli live and when 
was his poem written 1 To these que:,;­
tions as well, the poem itself give,· 
the answer. In the prologue, the 
author dedicates his poem to Queen 
Thamar and speaks of her as his 
contemporary. Now, the only Queen 
Thamar known to Georgian history 
is precisely the famous Thamar the 
Great, who became queen in 1184 
when her father, George III, abdi­
cated in her favor. This and other 
historical facts prove that Rusthaveli 
lived in the second half of the 12th 
century and the first half of the 
13th. His poem was written between 
the years 1184 and 1207. The exact 
date is not known and neither are 
the dates of his birth and death. 

After receiving a good education 
in Georgia, Rusthaveli went to Athens 
(the Paris of his time) and completed 
his education there. His poem proves 
beyond any doubt that, for his times, 
Rusthaveli had an astounding erudi­
tion. He spoke several languages, 
he traveled extensively in Asia and 
Europe, he knew thoroughly the 
cultures, the arts, and the literature 
of all the civilized countries of his 

age. His poem is full ui quotations 
l°l'Om Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and 
other philosophers, poets, and writers 
or Greece and Iran. 

It can be seen that Ru!lthaveli was 
woll prepared to play a part in the 
li<'l"Vice of his country. And, in ef­
l'<•<·i, he received an appointment as 
( I r·<•aL Chamberlain (some sources 
s11 y 'hief Treasurer) to Queen Tha-
111111· the Great. The tragedy of his life 
b1•µ;i111-, from this moment. The queen 
WHS b autiful and Rusthaveli fell 
drnpprntely in love with her. All his 
g •11i11i; is given to the task of singing 
Itel' 1>1•11111y, her charm, and her vir­
t,w. 

'' IJ<'L us sing to the great Queen 
11'1111111,111·," says the poet. 
'' J d<'d ieatc to her my chosen odes, 
Ode,; \l'l"i11rn with tears and blood. 
I sing ol' 1he one of whom I have 
al way:; :;1111g. 

he ii; al I my life, even though 
she has no more mercy for me, 
than a rock. 
J ing her glory in the lines which 
follow.'' 
Thus the poet ends the prologm, 

to his poem. 
What was his further fate? We 

have nothing authentic to go by, 
but leg·end says that the poet aband­
oned public life, became a monk, 
and spent the rest of his days in one 
of the Georgian monasteries in J eru­
salem. It was there that his tomb 
was discovered centuries later, with 
his effigy and a simple inscription­
'' Shotha Rusthaveli. '' 

BEFORE CONSIDERING the 

'' Knight in the Tiger's Skin'' 
and defining the role which the poem 
has played in the history of Georgia 
and the life of the Georgian people, 
it is necessary to give a short account 
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of Queen .1namar who 1111<1 such a 
tremendous influence 011 lt11s1 haveli. 

Queen Thamar th ' ( I 1'(·11 I. was the 
only daughter of J( i 11µ; ( l1·0l'"'e Ill, 
who abdicated in 11('1" 1'11 vor- in 1184. 
She died in 1213. 111•1· l'(•iµ;11 was the 
most brilliant in th ' ]l i:;1 Ol'Y of Geor­
gia and her age iii ,j11i;11y known as 
the "Golden Age" ol' li<'I" country. 
Neither before h ,. r·l'iµ;11 11or after 
did Georgia attai11 !ill •h political 
power and such cul 1111"11 l development. 
It was thanks to hcl' t lin L Georgia be­
came a great empit't' wlii ·h comprised 
the whole of the 'a11eusus up to the 
southern borders of 1-tussia, the north­
ern provinces of I nm up to Kasvin, 
and a large part of Asia Minor. She 
was instrumental in the foundation 
of the Empire of Trabizond which, 
during the whole of its existence, was 
a virtual vassal of Georgia. The pop­
ulation of the Georgian Empire 
reached fifteen million souls-an 
enormous number for those days. 
The population of England m the 
12th century did not exceed by much 
the two million mark. 

Queen Thamar reigned for twen­
ty-nine years and fully justified the 
confidence of her father. Richly 
endowed with intellectual and moral 
qualities, with a splendid education, 
familiar with affairs of state from 
her early childhood, Thamar proved 
herself a sovereign of the highest 
order. Far from being a simple in­
strument of various political fact.ions, 
she reigned as a real monarch and 
exercised to the full her authority. 
She raised the prestige of Georgia to 
a degree nev;er attained before nor 
a:fter and gave her country, besides 
great political power, a refined civili­
zation. The relations of the neighbor­
ing states with Georgia were based 
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on r 81 eel l'ol' h r military might 
and un th(' i;plc11dol' of her culture. 

The thron<• of Lhe great queen 
was s111-rou11dC'd by a I leiad of bril­
liant men: poet,;, 111n ny 110 less emi­
nent than Rusthav Ii, s •ientists, wise 
statesmen and gloriou:,; mi Ii tary lead­
ers. Thamar contributed pers·onally 
to the magnificent spread of Geor­
gian culture and directed the affairs 
of state in all her domains. In the 
12th century she was a partisan of 
representative government, a move­
ment in favor of which was in evi­
dence in Georgia of her era. Not 
only did she abolish capital punish­
ment (in the 12th century), but. 
even corporal punishment was out­
lawed, as being humiliating to the 
dignity of man. She did all in her 
power to encourage trade and develop 
the agriculture of the country. Ves­
tiges of an ingenious and widely 
spread system of irrigation exist 
to this day. Great progress was made 
in the domain of education. The 
Universities of Gelathi and Ikaltho 
became among the foremost in the 
contemp:Orary world. Thamar 
strengthened greatly the military 
power of the kingdom. In war, she 
went with her armies and in difficult 
moments appeared at the head of 
them with a cross in one hand 
and the Holy B!ible in the other. 
She gave her subjects a constant ex­
ample of diligence and charity. 'fhe 
people adored her for her goodness 
and her unceasing care for widows 
and orphans, for the aged, the weak 
and the 1111fortunate. Her whole life 
was an expression of charity and 
kindness~ The people called her 
'' Thamar the Divine'' and the 
Church canonized her as a saint. 

Besides her intellectual and moral 
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accomplishm nts, the queen was ex­
cept1011al ly beautiful. Every con­
tcrn porary historian, every poet and 
w1·ite1·, speaks with rapture ol' th' 
beauty and charm of the younrr 
qu en. 

More than seven and a halt •en­
turies have passed since the death 
of 'l'hamar, but the m mory of theit· 
great queen still lives in the hearts 
of the Georgian people and will live 
as long as a single Georgian remains 
alive. 'l'he people have created in­
numerable legends about her and 
passed them on from generation to 
generation, even to our own day. 

BU'l' TO RETURN to Rusthaveli's 
great epic. It consists of more than 

fifteen hundred stanzas telling story 
within story of love and valor: 

Rostevan, the aged King of Arabia, 
renounces his throne in favor of his 
only daughter, Thinathin. During 
the festivities of her coronation and 
the court hunt which follows, 
the slaves of the king perceive a 
young man, dressed in a tiger's skin, 
sitting by a river and sobbing bit­
terly. His interest aroused, the king 
orders the man to be brought before 
him, but the stranger refuses and 
when the king's men try to seize him, 
he falls upon them, scatters them, 
and escapes when he sees the king 
himself approaching. Rostevan, very 
mystified and piqued, orders a search, 
but to no avail. The stranger has 
disappeared. The king is very af­
flicted ; he considers the episode as 
a bad omen for himself and for his 
kingdom. His daughter Thinathin, 
seeing that there will be no peace of 
mind for the king until the mysteri­
ous stranger is found, sends for 
young A vtandil, Commander-in-Chief 
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of the Arabian Army. 'l'hinathin loves 
Avtandil and he, in his turn, is des­
p rately in love with her, his king's 
daughter. Thinathin ~ks him to go 
i 11 search of the stranger and promises 
]1 im her hand upon his return. 

Like a true knight, A vtandil is 
only too glad to do his lady's bidding. 
11 departs, and after a long and 
dil'ricult search finds the man in 
1 hP tiger's skin. The two knights 
lH' ·ome friends and Avtandil hears 
th ' strnnger 's story: 

Tnl'iel (such was the name of the 
man in the tiger's skin), belonged 
to th , lfoyal House of India and held 
th position of Commander-in-Chief 
or t 11, Indian Army. He was in love 
with t Ii , king's daughter, the beau­
tiful sta n. Plans were made for 
their mar:riage, but one day Nestan 
is my teriously kidnapped. Tariel 
goes imm diately in search of her. 
He travels all over the world, but 
can not find a trace of his beloved. 
Desperate, weakened, and full of ter­
rible grief, Tariel loses all joy in 
life, renounces the society of human 
beings, and lives like a hermit among 
the beasts of the wild. And because 
the grace and beauty of a tiger re­
mind him of his beloved and lost 
Nestan, he wears a tiger's skin as 
a sign of his undying love. 

A vtandil is profoundly moved by 
this tragic story. He tries to cheer 
Tariel and vows to aid him in his 
search for his lost beloved. But be­
fore starting on his search he returns 
to Arabia and recounts to King Rost­
evan and to Thinathin his meeting 
with Tariel and his story. At the 
same time, he tells them o·f his deci­
sion to aid the man in the tiger's 
skin in his search. The king is op­
posed to this plan. He wants Avtan-
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dil to stay in Arabia, h11I \I ith the 
consent of 'l'hinathiu, /\ vt1111dil es­
capes and starts on hi:.. :..1•111·1·h. 

After long pPt'l'g'l'i 1111 t ions and 
many adventure· full or interest 
and poetic inspiratio11, d11l'i11°· which 
Avtandil shows his lll'illi1111t intel­
ligence, ingenuity, hn1 v1•1·y, and dip­
lomacy, he finds Nl':..11111. HhP is alive, 
but is held a pl'iso11t'i' i11 an im­
pregnable castle by t ht• Kadjis, who 
are the incarnation ol' "1•vi I." Avtan­
dil rejoins his J'rit•11d, 'l'ariel, and 
informs him of what he has found 
out. The joy or t.hn man in the 
tiger's skin lrnows 110 bounds. He 
throws off his apathy and his des­
pair and b conH'S again the power­
ful man of action he always was be­
fore. His only thought now is to com­
bat and defeat his enemies. 

After a council of war with Avtan­
dil and Pridon ( the third hero of 
the poem), he decides to attack the 
Kadjis and to take their castle by 
assault. The castle appears to be 
impregnable, but clever strategy and 
the irresistible courage of the three 
lmig·hts and their men overcome the 
resistance of the Kadjis. The castle 
is taken, Nestan liberated, and the 
forces of evil defeated forever. 

The poem ends with the marriage 
of Tariel to Nesitan and of Avtandil 
to Thinathin and with the ascension 
of the two couples to the thrones of 
India and Arabia respectively. 

THE POEM IS read with great rn­
tercst which does not weaken all 

through the long narrative. The plot 
is ingenious and artistically worked 
out, the poem is full of the powerful 
and profound sentiments of its heroei:; 
and it is written with a beauty and 
force of poetical expression rarely 
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equalled i11 any poetical work of any 
nation. Th• 111onil and social ideas 
are expre 'S('d i 11 the popm with such 
power that t h<'Y n•n1a i 11 indelibly 
in the mind of 1 h , J'('lld '1·. 

The heroes of Lile po 1n ctl'c the 
three knights, 'l'ariel, Avt,a11dil, and 
Pridon. Although equal 111 intel­
ligence, nobility of character, ch iv­
alry and courage, yet each pre:;ents 
an individuality all his own. 'l'ariel 
i.s the incarnation of powerful activ­
itiy, He makes his decisions without 
hesitation and does not flinch be­
fore any obstacle. He is dominated 
by a passion which in his character 
can be more powerful than reason. 
Avtandil, equally resolute and intre­
pid, has more flexibility, ingenuity, 
and capacity of weighing his actions. 
Because in him reason usually takes 
precedence over passion, he is invari­
ably successful in whatever he under­
takes even when the case seems hope­
le s. Chivalrous Pridon, most at­
tnictive incarnation of a true friend, 
has the characteristics of both Tariel 
and A vtandil. He is as if a synthesis 
of them both, in a form slightly less 
pronounced, and perhaps a little 
closer to A vtandil than to Tariel. 

The types of women are no less 
interesting. Nestan, beautiful and 
tender hearted, is at the same time 
audacious and active. She encourages 
Tariel and drives him on for the 
final triumph of their love. 'l'hinathin 
the radiant, clever and charming, is 
not only the object of adoration of 
A vtandil, she is also his precious 
friend, capable of giving him wise 
council and aiding him in anything 
he undertakes. 

Asmath, a servant, devoted to 
Tariel like a sister, and capable of 
total abnegation of herself. Fatman, 



36 

the play-girl, pretty and easy-going, 
but at the same time good and kind 
and a devoted friend. 

THE POEM of Rusthavcli ha,o;; 
. played a tremendous role in the 

life and history of Georgia and in 
the formation of the character of the 
Georgian people. 'l'he poem was and 
still is, read, studied, loved and 
revered in every class o,£ Georgian 
society from the nobility and intel­
lectuals down to the humblest peas­
ant. 

It was printed for the first time in 
1712, during the reign of King Vah­
tang VI, the Lawgiver. Up to that 
time it passed from hand to hand i11 
the form of manuscripts and was 
therefore not easily available to the 
ma,sses. The remarkable thing is that 
this did not prevent the poem from 
spreading among the whole people 
and from being passed from mouth 
to mouth and from generation to gene­
ration. The aristocracy, the middle 
classes, the peasantry, all were united 
by a sentiment of national unanimity 
in their admiration and love for the 
great poem. For the people it has 
always been an unfailing source of 
wisdom and kindness. They attached 
such tremendous importance to it 
that every young girl received a 
copy of the poem on her marriage, 
and the children learned their 
"ABC's" by it. During all festivities 
-marriages, fairs, and national oc­
casions-singers and minstrels sang 
and recited the beautiful verses of 
the poem, many of which have en­
riched the Georgian folklore. 

The influence which the poem has 
exercised on the development of Geor­
gian literature is tremendous. Rustha­
veli 's poetry 1s an inexhaustible 
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spring in which the poets artJ. writers 
have sought and ahvays found in­
spiration and creative power. 

Why is it that centuries have 
passed, yet the tremendous attraction 
and influence 0£ ''The Knight in 
the Tiger's Skin" remain as strong 
a, ever? It can not be explained by 
the purely poetic greatness of the 
poem alone. It is of course true that 
Rnsthaveli occupies one of the fore­
most places among the world's great­
est poets, but nowhere has a poet 
had such a tremendous influence on 
the life and character of his people 
as Rusthaveli has had on the Geor­
gians. 'l'he answer is that besides 
being a great poet, Rusthaveli is 
also a great humanist, without peer 
among the great men of the Middle 
Ages. His poem is not only an ex­
pression of the powerful creative im­
pulse of a poet; it is also an expres­
sion in their highest and purest 
forms of the sentiments of humanism 
and of the ideals of humanity. 'l'he 
whole poem is a hymn dedicated to 
the digni,ty and honor of man and 
a noble thought for mah 's spiritual 
and physical well-being. 

Rus,thaveli 's beliefs- ideological 
philosophic, social, and artistic-put 
him centuries ahead of his times and 
his poem shows the amazing develQp­
ment of the culture of Georgia in 
the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries 
of our era. Rusthaveli 's poem is the 
reflection of this culture. And it 
is this culture which made possible 
the creation of his great work. 

Is it to be wondered at that the 
Georgian people have made a real 
cult of their great national poet, the 
man who, several centuries before 
the Renaissance came to W esrtern 
Europe, preached the great ideas of 
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humanis1:~-, the 11berty or i11dividual,; 
und nations, brotherhood 1111d l"ri nd­
sliip, uniYersal solicl111·i1,1·, 1111• 11boli­
tion of slavery, social jusl i1·t•, ('l1arity 
towards the unfort u 11111 t•s, t•q uality 
of sexes and the 1"1111 ('11111111·ipation 
of women. 

These were t'h<• id1•11ls "·hich 
Rusthaveli sang wil 11 i11,•0111porable 
artistry. And these 111·,· Ilic• ideals 
which are deeply i11ilH'dd<•d in the 
heart and soul of 1 lw ( 1,•ol'gian lla­
tion. Pure love, bc'H11l,1·. i'l'iendship, 

chivafr~·, :•;H\'l'i l'i('t' of self for the 
sake of high id<•Hls, tlH' love of one's 
country, th<' dig11ity 1111d 11obility of 
man-Rusthavcli lwli(•vc•d i11 all these 
sentiments and lrn!'W ho\\" to <'Xpress 
them . 

And that is why, sevc11 1111d a half 
centuries after his death, t ht' nicm­
ory of this great and noble man, 
still holds first place in the hem·t, 
soul, and affection of every Geol'­
gum. 

The National Republic of' Georgia 

ON APRIL 1st, 1926, the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the Ameri­

can House of Representatives di} 
cussed the question of recognizing the 
Inclependeut Republic of Georgia. 'l'l1e 
resolution to this effect was proposed 
by Mr. R. Walton Moore of Virginia. 

In the twenty-seven years, which 
haYe passed since then, thr Moscow 
tyranny has increase I greatly and 
countless numbers of 0eool'gians haYe 
been executed or sent to ('Ollec•ntrntion 
camps. In spite of this cnt('i pr1:secu­
tion, the Georgian 11atio11 l1as not 
given up its fight for ind<'1w11dr11ce 
and continues to defend val i,1 ntly its 
territory, language, culturl', a11d J'L'­

ligion. This is why the arguments used 
in the F,oreign Affairs Comrnittcr for 
the re::ognition of the Georgian R0-
public are even more valid today than 
they were then. 

In the discussions which took place 
in the Committee, Mr. ,John A. Stew-

m·t, a prominent American public 
figurr, took the stand for the recog­
nition. Following is his speech, which 
1-{ivcs a very true picture of Georgia, 
its P<'Oplr, and its fight for liberty 
and independence. 

.IHI'. Stewart:" 1\Ir. Chairman and 
g-c•11tlemen of the committee; outside 
of Eastern Europe, and particularly 
among the nations 0£ this hemisphere, 
Georgia is but little known. To most 
of us it is not even a name, and yet 
the people of Georgia stand practi­
cally alone in an accomplishment 
which finds only one parallel among 
the nations of the world. The history 
of Georgia antedates the invasion 
of the Trans-Caucasus by Alexander, 
400 years before Christ; and success­
ively after Alexander's time this 
little nation was inundated by the 
Romans, the Arabs, by the Mongols, 
by the 'l'artars, by the Persians, by 
the Turks, and, finally, by the Rus­
ians. In the course of 2,500 years 
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this people has fought over 125 wars. 
It is a wealthy land. Its hills and 
valley. contain practically every min­
eral that, is found in the United 
:-it ates. TJ1e Trans-Caucasian Isth­
mus stands first in its quantity of 
oil that lies around Baku and in 
\'orth Cancasia ,l\rniti11g exploita­
tion. It ha enormou. deposits of 
coal and limestone ... 

It has, 1111der the authority of 
ProfeS1·or ] ◄' senden, who was a 
member of' the Ontario "\Vater Pow­
er Cornmi.·sion, a horsepower in its 
.mountains apP;ro~mating 120,000, 
000, and hence becan. e in its mount­
ains are manganese, gold, silver, 
steel, copper, iron, etc., the nations 
of the world have re"'arded it as a 
fair prey for exploitation under 
force of arm . 

But despite the fact that, year 
11fter year this people has been deci­
mated by the onslaughts of preda­
tory forces, and despite the fact that 
in the long- "·:ns between Persia and 
the Turks. on the one ide, and Geor­
gia on the other, during which two 
out of every three fighting men and 
women were killed, the Georgians 
have maintRined their racial identity 
and thci r i 11sti tutions; they have pre­
served their language and their hold 
upon the soil which God gave them. 
'rhe1·e is no other nation on earth 
·which has so glorious a history as 
the Georgians. 

'rheir population todar i. in the 
neighborhood of 3,000,000, which is 
almo t entirely a native population. 
Just think of it! A reputable , tatis­
tician, a rna11 who understand in­
surance computatio11, ha· computed 
that in the comse of 2,000 years the 
Georgians have lost in battl , fight­
ing to maintai11 their Janel, somo-

thing like '-:-,OU;,; 000 or .t0,000,000 
of their people, yrt there they are 
today, where the Creator planted 
them. Some 1,700 years ago they a­
dopted Christianity, and for 1,700 
year they have fought to maintain 
that Christianity. In the fourth cen­
tury, nuder the direction of Con­
stantine the Great, the Bible was 
tra11slated into the vernacular, hav­
ing its ori"'in in the Zendish which 

' is a member of the Sanscrit family 
of languages. Today, standing oYer 
against Russia, with its !J6'7o of il­
litenie.r, tands little Geol'gia, "·ith 
961/c. of literacy. It has a Jong-estab­
lished literature; it has an ancient 
art. 1t ha. within its population 
some of the greatest scholars of the 
world. 'l'ht'rc is no land that, facing 
such co11ditio11s as Georgia has faced, 
has maintained itself so well against 
va -tly su pcrior force . 

l nclrr Catherine the Great a con­
vr11tio11 o[ friendship and amity was 
entered into between Rus. ia and the 
Georgian kingdom, a treaty after­
wards incontinently violated by that 
Name Russia, in natural due course 
when occupied by Russian troops. 
.\l;·terwards a vice-royalty was 
granted. It is significant that, owing 
to the inherent honesty of these peo­
ple. their un ·werving integrity, their 
pl'Obity, their courag-r, and their gre::it 
intelligence, the Czars, suspicious 
of their own people, always surroun­
ded themselves with Georgians. Let 
me illustrate something of the 11at­
ural integrity of the G orgian peo­
ple. I have in New York a friend 
who in due course of business visi­
ted Georgia and remained there for 
many months. He told me that one 
morning he purchased a large bas­
ket of raspberries from a peasant 
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girl stanclmg on thr platform of a 
railroad station; went into the car • 
to empty the basket, :mcl while there 
·hea ·d some rathrr loud talking out­
side. He heard his name lll('ntioned 
in English and went out and found 
the peasant girl urg-uing with a sol­
dier who was 011 ~11ard. 1Tc called 
the soldier, who h11d hP1•11 i11 Amer­
ica, and sai L "'N 1111 t is t 111• matter? 
Did I underpay th(• g-i 1·1 " 'l'he sol­
dier replied, "(.~uit• th1• 1·ontrary; 
she said that you ovrrp11 id hrr five 
times and she wants to g-i\'<' you back 
your change, and inliists 011 it." 'rhis 
gentleman said that, ('\'Pll comi1w 
from America, which i npposed to 
be reasonably honest, he was deeply 
impressed with such treatment at 
the hands of a girl of her class; and 
being an American he gaYe her not 
only that which he bad paid her or­
iginally but considerably more be­
sides. 

Through the a"'e, the Georgians 
have been noted for tl1eir hone ty, 
also for their conrtrsy, and I haye 
been told by people who ]1ave Yisi­
tpd them that there i no more char­
mingly hospitable people on earth 
than the Georgians. It is a part of 
the Georgian social creed that when 
one has a guest he must defend the 
integrity of that guest and safeguard 
him even with his own life. 

ow, what made Georgia th tar­
get of surrounding nations, the Per­
sians and the Turks, is that Georgia 
wa a Christian nation; hence ·h has 
had to defend her lni tianity 
through the death of hundreds of 
thousand of her people. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlem n o( 
the committee, if .America has a11y 
reputation at all in the world, if it 
has any reason for pluming itsrH 
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upon its reputation, it is because al-· 
ways America has b<•c•u sympathetic 
with little prop le struggling to main­
tain their rarJHI integrity 1111d th(•ir 
independrncc. O<·orgia stands pt·c­
ci ·ely where A mrri1·a stoocl i 11 1776. 
Perbap it was mrnnt by (lod that 
little nations should ha vc I o t II ncl­
ing in the world; perhaps it wa 
meant that little people V('r ho11ld 
br xploited by gt·eater pc•opl1•s who 
11,tv(' th force to carry out sul'h 
r11thl1•ss exploitation a: th H11ssi1111s 
l1;1v1• hr(•11 doing in OPorg-iH for th<• 
last 1'011r yrars. Georgia g11i11<•d lt1•r 
i 11dPp1•1Hl1•11(•<'. Nhr <'St a bl ish(•d a d(•rn 
Ol'l'Hli<· 1·<•p11bli ·a11 form of govern­
lll<'llt. , 'h<• was included arbitrarily 
by the 8oviet government as one of 
t lw Novi rt States, but that was en-
t i"<•ly without her volition -- she had 
no voice in the matter -- thrrr was 
110 mrthod by which that iH'I ('<Hild 
have been stopprcl. Obviously, a na­
tion like Hu:sia l1as a right to ,Hite 
into her constitution anything she 
pleases, -even though it arbitrarily 
includes an implied authority over 
neighboring States. But also in the 
Russian constitution there is incln­
cled the recognition of the indepen­
dence of Geo gia ; and the declara­
tion is therein made -- and we havP 
the text with us -- that Georgia hns 
the rig-ht to withdnnv fro111 1hr 
Soviet nion, a 11111io11 into whieh 
she neYer ent Trcl. It is also stat rel 
therein that she liHs th<' absolutr 
right of indepc11tlt•11t·('. ,\ 11d yl'i, ,tl'lt•r 
this convention, or n1tl1rr, al'trt· 1hic; 
constitution wHs writ !Pn, a Cter 1 hrsl' 
statements were mad , 1 he Bolshrvist 
Government of 'ovirt Rn. ia, true 
to form. hurled a Reel Army in1o 
Georgia and took temporary posses­
sion of her; but ·hortly Rfter, when 
the Georgians had rallied th(•ir for-



40 

ces, the first Red invaders were 
driven out. It is the splendid his­
tory of this little country that the 
Russians, under the Czars, were 
11ever able wholly to conquer the 
Georgians, who defended themselves 
iu their m01mtain fastnesses. The 
Russians have, acknowledged that 
the only way they could have taken 
possession of Georgia was by wait­
ing until the Persians and the Turks 
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had so "·eakened the fighi,ing forces 
of Georgia that the Georgians did 
not have the strength to resist; and 
they accepted the situation as best 
they could. 

Georgia has no claim to make upon 
the sympathies of the· American peo­
ple except that claim of sympathy 
which America has always accorded 
to a Christian people struggling for 
inclE-pendence ... " 
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